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PREFACE. 



Thomas Jefferson was one of the great repre- 
sentative heroes of the age in which he lived. He 
will always remain a very prominent and remarks- 
ble character in American history. Several biogra- 
phies of him have already appeared ; but they have 
Bot satisfied the wants of the reading public on the 
subject They have all been partisan works, filled 
either with indiscriminate praise, or with wholesale 
censure. Thus the largest and most valuable of 
these productions, that written by Professor Tucker, 
is a glowing eulogy from beginning to end. Books 
of this description &il to present a correct and faith- 
ful historical picture of the subjects of which they 
treat 

I have endeavored in the following pages to 
throw as much light as possible upon the career 
and character of Mr. Jefferson ; and to aid in ac- 

(iii) 
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complishing this end, have quoted largely from his 
own writings, from his Anas, his Memoirs, and his 
Correspondence. It is true that these are repre- 
sented by his opponents as containing many partial 
and discolored statements ; but this objection will 
not apply to any of the quotations made in the 
present work. 

This book is neither a eulogy nor a tirade of 
censure. It has been the aim of the writer to pre- 
sent both the merits and the defects of Mr. Jeffer- 
son in their true light. The chief fault of this illus- 
trious man was a pusillanimous and morbid terror 
of popular censure, and an insatiable thirsting after 
popular praise. He indeed saw very clearly, what 
every man of intelligence and observation must 
perceive, that a large proportion of mankind are in 
reality knaves and hypocrites ; that vanity, selfish- 
ness, and perfidy, in various forms and under innu- 
merable disguises, have always been the predomi- 
nating qualities of human nature in every land and 
age ; that even the divine principles and institutions 
of religion have been so perverted and distorted by 
human passions as to have become, in many in- 
stances, only the convenient tools for the aggran- 
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dizement of a more sanctimonious and aspiring 
fonn of selfishness ; that were it not for a desire to 
preserve the " dignily of vice," resulting from the 
innate pride of human nature, even the empty 
boast of seeming virtue would rarely be heard, and 
the reality of. it would scarcely ever be seen, on the 
face of the earth ; in a word, that while the intel- 
lectual attributes of mankind assimilate them in 
many instances with angels, their propensities and 
their passions, in the majority of cases, leave an 
almost imperceptible interval between themselves 
and the brute creation. 

Mr. Jefferson clearly perceived all this, and in his 
confidential letters to his most intimate friends- 
one of which I have insierted in this work — ^he has 
given utterance to his convictions on the subject. 
And yet he has made himself justly liable to the 
charge of insincerity and incouBistency by publicly 
proclaiming, during his whole lifetime, difierent • 
and opposite sentiments ; by upholding the dignity, 
grandeur, and majesty of human nature ; by assert- 
ing the immaculate virtue of the multitude ; by 
defending the infallibility of their judgments and 

the perfection of their decrees; and by making 
1* 
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himself the great apostle and champion of those 
popular prerogatives which, in his inmost soul, he 
held in unutterable contempt. 

After having set forth this defect in the character 
of Mr. Jefferson, together with the related weak- 
nesses which naturally flowed from it, the residue 
of the description of him should be commendation 
of no ordinary character; it should be that rare 
praise which belongs to great talents devoted to the 
accomplishment of momentous results, and that 
too in the midst of imminent perils ; persisted in 
through many long, vexatious years; opposed by 
tremendous obstacles; yet crowned at last with 
complete and overwhelming success. 

Samuel M. Smuckbr. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON. 



CHAPTER I. 

birth op tboxas jefferson — his ancestors — peter jefferson — tho- 
mas jefferson becomes a pupil of maubt — he enters william and 
mary college — his habits and peculiarities — dr. william small 
— Jefferson's attachment to miss burwell — his letters — gotbr- 

NOR FAUQUIER — ELOQUENCE OF PATRICK HENRT — JBFFBRSON's JOURNEY 
TO PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK — HIS ADMISSION TO THE BAR — HI8 
QUALITIES AS A LAWYER — IS ELECTED TO THE YIROINIA HOUSE OF BUB- 
QBS8E8 — HIS ACTIYITY AND INFLUENCE IN THAT BODY. 

Virginia possesses the high distinction of being 
the mother both of great empires and of great men. 
From her bosom have gone forth, in successive 
generations, the sturdy and enterprising myriads 
who have peopled the vast domains which lie to the 
Bouth and west of her own borders ; and which now 
constitute so large and so important a portion of 
this confederacy. She has also given birth to many 
distinguished men, who, in different eras of the 
past, have shed lustre on their native land by their 
genius, their patriotism, and the splendor of their 
achievements. Foremost among all these is "Wash- 

(16) 
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ington, the most illustrious sage and hero of modern 
times. It had been sufficient glory for any country 
to have produced him alone. But very near that 
stately and sublime personage, there stands in the 
great pantheon of immortal fame another figure of 
impressive and solemn presence, to whom Virginia 
also gave existence, — and he is the subject of our 
present history. 

Thomas Jefferson was bom at Shadwell, in Albe- 
marle county, on the 2d of April, 1743. His ances- 
tors, on his father's side, were of Welsh descent; 
and his immediate predecessors had been among 
the earliest inhabitants of the colony of Virginia. 
They enjoyed the reputation of having been intelli- 
gent, prosperous, and highly respectable citizens; 
and were the possessors of considerable wealth. 
The grandfather of Thomas Jefferson had three 
sons. One of these died at an early age. Another 
removed to the southern extremity of the State, 
and there passed an unobtrusive and an obscure ex- 
istence. The third, who was named Peter, had 
removed from Chesterfield county where he had 
been reared, to Shadwell, where Thomas, his eldest 
child, was born. His wife was Jane Randolph, who 
was connected with one of the oldest and most 
reputable families in the colony. She was a wo- 
man of superior intelligence and amiability, and 
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became the wife of Peter Jefierson in 1739, at the 
age of nineteen. 

Peter Jefierson, the &ther of Thomas, had never 
enjoyed many fitcilities for mental cultivation ; yet 
his natural talents were of a superior grade, and his 
industry in the pursuit of knowledge had been so 
persevering, while his judgment was regarded as so 
correct, that he was selected to perform the task of 
ascertaining and settling the boundary line between 
the territories of Virginia and North Carolina. His 
associate in this responsible task was Joshua Fry, 
the professor of mathematics in William and Mary 
College. 

When five years old, Thomas Jefferson com- 
menced his youthful studies at an English school. 
At nine he began the acquisition of the Latin, 
Greek, and French languages under the direction 
of a Scotch clergyman named Douglass. Peter Jef- 
ferson died in 1767, leaving two sons and six daugh- 
ters. But they were not destitute; for to each of 
them their deceased parent had devised an estate. 
The plantation called Shadwell, where he first saw 
the light, was the portion which fell to the lot of 
the subject of this memoir — it also embraced the 
farm of Monticello. 

After his fether's death Thomas became the pupil 
of Mr. Maury, an eminent classical scholar of that 
2* 
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day; and under his careful tuition he remained 
during two years. At this period he was already 
remarkable for his great industry, and for the rapid 
progress which he made in his studies. He seemed 
to possess an intuitive fondness for intellectual pur- 
suits ; yet he frequently took great delight in the 
exercise and diversion of hunting, for which the 
neighboring mountains, which traverse a portion of 
Albemarle county, furnished the most favorable op- 
portunities. 

In 1760, when seventeen years of age, JeflFerson 
passed from the tuition of Mr. Maury to the higher 
studies and advantages of William and Mary College. 
He had been well prepared for the labors of this new 
sphere by the thorough instruction imparted to him 
by his former preceptors. He remained two years in 
connection with this institution, which was situated 
then as now at the city of Williamsburg ; which place 
Jefferson, in his earlier letters to his most intimate 
friends, designated by the somewhat satirical epithet 
of "Devilsburg." 

Respecting his pursuits and studies while at this 
institution Jefferson himself has furnished the most 
satisfectory account in his "Memoir." Says he: 
" It was my great good fortune, and what probably 
fixed the destinies of my life, that Dr. William 
Small of Scotland was the professor of mathema- 
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tics, a man profound in most of tlie useful branches 
of science, with a happy talent of communication, 
correct and gentlemanly manners, and an enlarged 
and liberal mind. He, most happily for me, became 
soon attached to me, and made me his daily com- 
panion when not engaged in the school ; and from 
his conversation I got my first views of the expan- 
sion of science, and of the system of things in which 
we are placed. Fortunately, the philosophical chair 
became vacant soon after my arrival at college, and 
he was appointed to fill it, 'per interim ; and he was 
the first who ever gave, in that college, regular lec- 
tures in ethics, rhetoric, and belles lettres. He re- 
turned to Europe in 1762, having previously filled 
up the measure of his goodness to me, by procuring 
for me, from his most intimate friend, George 
Wythe, a reception as a student at law, under his 
direction, and introduced me to the acquaintance 
and familiar table of Governor Fauquier, the ablest 
man who had ever filled that oflice. With him, and 
at his table, Dr. Small and Mr. Wythe, his amid 
omnium horammj and myself, formed a partie guarre^ 
and to the habitual conversations on these occasions 
I owed much instruction. Mr. Wythe continued 
to be my faithful and beloved Mentor in youth, and 
my most affectionate friend through life. In 1767, 
he led me into the practice of the law at the bar of 
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tlie general court, at which I continued niitil the 
Revolution shut up the courts of justice." 

During the period of his residence at William 
and Mary College JeflFerson was remarkable for the 
same habits of application, and for the same profi- 
ciency in his studies which he had previously dis- 
played. His chief amusement was playing on the 
violin, in which agreeable art he acquired consider- 
able skill. His letters of this date also furnish 
satisfactory proof that the future victor over British 
despotism was himself vanquished by the potent 
power of Cupid ; and that he became even desperately 
in love. The object of his adoration was Miss Rebecca 
Burwell, a young lady of good family, and of con- 
siderable intelligence and beauty. For a time his 
ardent suit seemed to prosper. The lady bestowed 
upon her admirer a watch-paper containing her por- 
trait. But this treasure, which Jefferson highly 
prized, was destined to be as evanescent as her love, 
for it was destroyed by the rain. 

We will here introduce the only specimens of the 
early epistolary writings of the future statesman of 
Virginia, which are now in existence. They are 
valuable both as being illustrative of his style of 
thought and expression at this youthful period, and 
as containing details of his life and experieiicea 
which throw considerable light on his feelings, char- 
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acter and pursuits. They were addressed to John 
Page, afterward Governor Page, of Virginia; and 
were furnished by his son fb one of thiB biographers 
of Mr. Jefferson. 

"Fairfield, December 2t5, 1762. 
" Dear Page : 
" This very day, to others the day of greatest mirth 
and jolity, sees me overwhelmed with more and 
greater misfortunes than have befallen a descendant 
of Adam for these thousand years past I am sure ; 
and perhaps, after excepting Job^ since the creation 
of the world. I think his misfortunes were some- 
what greater than mine: for although we may be 
pretty nearly on a level in other respects, yet, I 
thank my God, I have the advantage of brothei 
Job in this, that Satan has not as yet put forth hiii 
hand to load me with bodily afflictions. You must 
know, dear Page, that I am now in a house sur- 
rounded with enemies who take counsel togethei 
against my soul ; and when I lay me down to rest, 
they say among themselves, ' Come, let us destroy 
him.* I am sure if there is such a thing as a Devil 
in this world, he must have been here last night 
and have had some hand in contriving what hap- 
pened to me. Do you think the cursed rats (at his 
instigation, I suppose) did not eat up my pocket- 
book, which was in my pocket, within a foot of my 
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head ? And not contented with plenty for the pre- 
sent, they carried away my jemmy- worked silk 
garters, and half a doz^n new minuets I had just 
got, to serve, I suppose, as provision for the winter. 
But of this I should not have accused the Devil, 
(because, you know rats will be rats, and hunger, 
without the addition of his instigations, might have 
urged them to do this,) if something worse, and 

_ « 

from a different quarter, had not happened. You 
know it rained last night, or if you do not know it, 
I am sure I do.. When I went to bed, I laid my 
watch in the usual place, and going to take her up, 
after I arose this moniing, I found her in the same 
place, it's true, but! Quantum mutatus ab illo! all 
afloat in water, let in at a leak in the roof of the 
house, and as silent and still as the rats that had eat 
my pocket-book. Now, you know, if chance had 
had any thing to do in this matter, there were a 
thousand other spots where it might have chanced 
to leak as well as at this one, which was perpen- 
dicularly over my watch. But I'll tell you ; it's my 
opinion that the Devil came and bored the hole over 
it on purpose. Well, as I was saying, my poor 
watch had lost her speech. I should not have cared 
much for this, but something worse attended it; the 
subtle particles of the water with which the case 
was filled, had, by their penetration, so overcome 
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the cohesion of the particles of the paper, of which 
my dear picture and watch-paper were composed, 
that, in attempting to take them out to dry them, 
good God! Mens horret referre! my cursed fingers 
gave them such a rent as, I fear, I shall never get 
over. This, cried I, was the last stroke Satan had 
in reserve for me ; he knew I cared not for any 
thing else he could do to me, and was determiiid to 
try this last most fatal expedient. ^Multis fortunce 
vulneribtis, percvsBUB^ huic uni me imparem aerm, et 
penitus sticcubuH* I would have cried bitterly, but 
I thought it beneath the dignity of a man, and a 
man too who had read 'ttop ovtu>p, ta fisv e^^i^/itv, ta 6^ftx 
tp'^fiw. However, whatever misfortunes may attend 
the picture or lover, my hearty prayers shall be, 
that all the health and happiness which Heaven can 
send may be the portion of the original, and that 
so much goodness may ever meet with what may be 
most agreeable in this world, as I am sure it must 
be in the next. And now, although the picture be 
defaced, there is so lively an image of her imprinted 
in my mind, that I shall think of her too often, I 
fear, for my peace of mind ; and too often, I am 
sure, to get through old Coke this winter; for God 
knows I have not seen him since I packed him up 
in my trunk in Williamsburg. Well, Page, I do 
wish the Devil had old Coke, for I uni sure I never 
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was BO tired of an old dull scoundrel in my life. 
What ! are there so few inquietudes tacked to this 
momentary life of ours, that we must need be load- 
ing ourselves with a thousand more ? Or, as brother 
Job says, (who, by-the-by, I think, began to whine a 
little under his afflictions,) *Are not my days few? 
Cease, then, that I may take comfort a little before 
I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of 
darkness and the shadow of death." But the old 
fellows say we must read to gain knowledge, and 
gain knowledge to make us happy and be admired. 
Mere jargon! Is there any such thing as happiness 
in this world? No. And as for admiration, I am 
sure the man who powders most, perfumes most, 
embroiders most, and talks most nonsense, is most 
admired. Though to be candid, there are some who 
have too much good sense to esteem such monkey- 
like animals as these, in whose formation, as the 
saying is, the tailors and barbers go halves with God 
Almighty; and since these are the only persons 
whose esteem is worth a wish, I do not know but 
that, upon the whole, the advice of these old fellows 
may be worth following. 

" Ton cannot conceive the satisfaction it would 
give me to have a letter from you. Write me very 
circumstantially every thing which happened at the 
wedding. Was she there? because, if she was, I 
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ought to have been at the Devil for not being there 
too. K there is any news stirring in town or 
country, such as deaths, courtships, or marriages, 
in the circle of my acquaintance, let me know it. 
Remember me affectionately to all the young ladies 
of my acquaintance, particularly the Miss Burwells 
and Miss Potters, and tell them that though thi^t 
heavy earthly part of me, my body, be absent, the 
better half of me, my soul, is ever with them ; and 
that my best wishes shall ever attend them. Tell 
Miss Alice Corbin that I verily believe the rats 
knew I was to win a pair of garters from her, or 
they never would have been so cruel as to carry 
mine away. This very consideration makes me so 
sure of the bet, that I shall ask every body I see 
from that part of the world what pretty gentleman 
is making his addresses to her. I would fain ask 
the favor of Miss Becca Burwell to give me an- 
other watch paper of her own cutting, which I 
should esteem much more, though it were a plain 
round one, than the nicest in the world cut b]^ 
other hands — ^however, I am afraid she would think 
this presumption, after my suffering the othef tb 
get spoiled. If you think you can excuse me to 
her for this, I should be glad if you would ask her. 
Tell Miss Sukey Potter that I heard, just before X 
came out of town, that ehe was offended with me 
3 
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ftbout something, what it is I do not know ; but 
this I know, that I never was guilty of the least 
disrespect to her in my life, either in word or deed ; 
as far from it as it has been possible for one to be. 
I suppose when we meet next, she will be endeavor^ 
ing to repay an imaginary affront with a real one ; 
but she may save herself the trouble, for nothing 
that she can say or do to me shall ever lessen her 
in my esteem ; and I am determined always to look 
upon her as the same honest-hearted, good-hu- 
mored, agreeable lady I ever did. Tell — tell — in 
short, tell them all ten thousand things more than 
either you or I can now or ever shall think of as 
long as we live. 

" My mind has been so taken up with thinking 
of my acquaintances, that, till this moment, I 
almost imagined myself in Williamsburg, talking 
to you in our old unreserved way ; and never ob- 
served, till I turned over the leaf, to what an immo- 
derate size I had swelled my letter — however, that 
I may not tire your patience by further additions, I 
will make but this one more, that I am sincerely 
and affectionately, 

Dear Page, your friend and servant. 

"P. S. I am now within an easy day's ride of 
Shadwell, whither I shall proceed in two or three 
days." 
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*'Shadwbll, Jan. 20tb, 1763. 
"Dear Page: 
" To tell you the plain truth, I have not a syllable 
to write to you about. For 1 do not conceive that 
any thing can happen in my world which you would 
give a curse to know, or I either. All things hei'e 
appear to me to trudge on in one and the same 
round: we rise in the morning that we may eat 
breakfast, dinner aud supper, and go to bed again 
that we may get up the next morniug and do the 
same : so that you never saw two peas more alike 
than our yesterday and to-day. Under these cir- 
cumstances, what would you have me say? 
"Would you that I should write nothing but truth ? 
I tell you I know nothing that is true. Or would 
you rather that I should write you a pack of lies ? 
Why, unless they were more ingenious than I am 
able to invent, they would furnish you with little 
amusement. What can I do then? nothing, but 
ask you the news in your world. How have you 
done since I saw you ? How did Nancy look at 
you when you danced with her at Southairs? 
Have you any glimmering of hope ? How does R. 
B. do? Had I better stay here and do nothing, or 
go down and do less? or, in other words, had I 
better stay here while I am here, or go down that I 
may have the pleasure of sailing up the river again 
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« 

in a full-rigged flat? Inclination tells me to go, 
receive my sentence, and be no longer in suspense : 
but reason says, if you go, and your attempt proves • 
unsuccessful, you will be ten times more wretched 
than ever. In my last to you, dated Faii-field, Dec. 
25, I wrote to you of the losses I had sustained ; 
in the present I may mention one more, which is 
the loss of the whites of my eyes, in the room of 
which I have got reds, which gives me such exqui- 
site pain that I have not attempted to read any 
thing since a few days after Jack Walker went 
down ; and God knows when I shall be able to do 
it. I have some thoughts of going to Petersburg, 
if the actoA go there in May. If I do, I do not 
know but I may keep on to Williamsburg, as the 
birth night will be near. I hear that Ben Harrison 
has been to Wilton: let me know his success. 
Have you an inclination to travel. Page ? because 
if you have, I shall be glad of your company. For 
you must know that as soon as the Rebecca (the 
name I intend to give the vessel above mentioned) 
is completely finished, I intend to hoist sail and 
away. I shall visit particularly England, Holland, 
France, Spain, Italy, (where I would buy me a good 
fiddle,) and Egypt, and return through the British 
provinces to the Northward, home. This to bo 
sure, would take us two or three years, and if we 
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iliould not both* be cured of love in that time, I 
think the Devil would be in it. After desiring you 
to remember me to acquaintances below, male and 
female, I subscribe myself, 

Dear Page, your friend and servant." 

" Shadwbll, July 15th, 1766. 
" Dear Page : 
" Yours of May 80th came safe to hand. The 
rival you mentioned I know not whether to think 
formidable or not, as there has been so great an 
opening for him during my absence. I say hoB 
beetij because I expect there is one no longer, 
since you have undertaken to act as my attorney. 
You advise me to go immediately and lay siege in 
farm. You certainly did not think, at the time 
you wrote this, of that paragraph in my letter 
wherein I mentioned to you my resolution of going 
to Britain. And to begin an affi^ir of that kind 
now, and carry it on so long a time in form, is by 
no means a proper plan. Ko, no. Page; whatever 
assurances I may give her in private of my esteem 
for her, or whatever assurances I may ask in return 
from her, depend on it — ^they must be kept in pri- 
vate. Necessity will oblige me to proceed in a 
method which is not generally thought fair; that 
of treating with a ward before obtaining the appro- 
8* 
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batioTi of her guardian. I say necessity will oblige 
me to it, because I never can bear to remain in 
suspense so long a time. If I am to succeed, the 
sooner I know it, the less uneasiness I shall have to 
go through. K I am to meet with a disappoint- 
ment, the sooner I know it, the more of life I shall 
have to wear it oflF: and if I do meet with one, I 
hope in God, and verily believe, it will be the last. 
I assure you, that I almost envy you your present 
freedom ; and if Belinda will not accept of my ser- 
vice, it shall never be oflFered to another. That she 
may, I pray most sincerely ; but that she will, she 
never gave me reason to hope. With regard to my 
not proceeding in form, I do not know how she 
may like it. I am afraid not much. That her guard- 
ians would not, if they should know of it, is very 
certain. But I should think that if they were con- 
sulted after I return, it would be sufficient. The 
greatest inconvenience would be my not having the 
liberty of visiting so freely. This is a subject 
worth your talking over with her ; and I wish you 
would, and would transmit to me your whole confab 
at length. I should be scared to death at making 
her so unreasonable a proposal as that of waiting 
until I return from Britain, unless she could first be 
prepared for it I am afraid it will make my 
chance of succeeding considerably worse. But the 
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event at last must be this, that if she consents, I 
shall be happy; if she does not, I must endeavor 
to be as much so as possible. I have thought a 
good deal on your case ; and as mine may perhaps 
be similar, I must endeavor to look on it in the 
same light in which I have often advised you to 
look on yours. Perfect happiness, I believe, was 
never intended by the Deity to be the lot of one 
of his creatures in this world ; but that he has. very 
much put in our power the nearness of our ap- 
proaches to it, is what I have steadfastly believed. 

"The most fortunate of us, in our journey 
through life, frequently meet with calamities and 
misfortunes which may greatly afflict us ; and, to 
fortify our minds against the attacks of these cala- 
mities and misfortunes, should be one of the prin- 
cipal studies and endeavors of our lives. The only 
method of doing this is to assume a perfect resig- 
nation to the Divine will, to consider that whatever 
does happen, must happen ; and that by our unea- 
siness, we cannot prevent the blow before it does 
fall, but we may add to its force after it has fallen. 
These considerations, and others such as these, may 
enable us in some measure to surmount the diffl- 
culties thrown in our way ; to bear up with a toler- 
able degree of patience under this burthen of life ; 
and to proceed with a pious and unshaken resigna- 
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tion, till we arrive at our journey's end, when we 
may deliver up our trust into the hands of Him who 
gave it, and receive such reward as to Him shall 
seemed proportioned to our merit. Such, dear 
Page, will be the language of the man who consi- 
ders his situation in this life, and such should be 
the language of every man who would wish to 
render that situation as easy as the nature of it will 
admit. Few things will disturb him at all : nothing 
will disturb him much. 

" If this letter was to fall into the hands of some 
of our gay acquaintance, your correspondent and 
his solemn notions would probably be the subjects 
of a great deal of mirth and raillery, but to you, I 
think, I can venture to send it. It is in effect a 
continuation of the many conversations we have 
had on subjects of this kind ; and I heartily wish 
we could now continue these convei^sations face to 
face. The time will not be very long now before 
we may do it, as I expect to be in Williamsburg by 
the first of October, if not sooner. I do not know 
that I shall have occasion to return, if I can rent 
rooms in town to lodge in ; and to prevent the in- 
convenience of moving my lodgings for the future, 
I think to build: no castle though, I assure you: 
only a small house, which shall contain a room for 
myself and another for you, and no more, unless 
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Belinda should think proper to favor ns with her 
company, in which case, I will enlarge the plan as 
much as she pleases. Make my compliments to her 
particularly, as also to Sukey Potter, Judy Burwell, 
and such others of my ac(^uaintance as inquire after 
me. I am, 

Dear Page, your sincere friend," &c. 

" Williamsburg, October 7, 1T63. 
" Dear Page : 
" In the most melancholy fit that ever any poor 
soul was, I sit down to write to you. Last night, 
as merry as agreeable company and dancing with 
Belinda in the Apollo could make me, I never 
could have thought the succeeding sun would have 
seen me so wretched as I now am ! I was prepared 
to say a great deal : I had dressed up in my own 
mind, such thoughts as occurred to me, in as mov- 
ing language as I knew how, and expected to have 
performed in a tolerably creditable manner. But, 
good God ! When I had an opportunity of venting 
them, a few broken sentences, uttered in great dis- 
order, and interrupted with pauses of uncommon 
length, were the too visible marks of my strange 
confusion ! The whole confab I will tell you, word 
for word, if I can, when I see you, which God send 
may be soon. Affairs at W. and M. are in the 
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greatest confusion. Walker, M'Clurg and Wat 
Jones are expelled pro tempore^ or, as Horrox softens 
it, rusticated for a month. Lewis Burwell, Warner 
Lewis, and one Thompson have fled to escape fla- 
gellation. I should have excepted Warner Lewis, 
who came off of his own accord. Jack Walker 
leaves town on Monday. The court is now at hand, 
which I must attend constantly, so that unless you 
come to town, there is little probability of my meet- 
ing with you any where else. For God's sake come. 
I am, dear Page, 

Your sincere friend," &c. 

Jefferson is described at this period as having been 
very tall, thin and raw-boned. His hair was red, 
his features were sharp and pointed, and his &ce 
was freckled. Yet, to counterbalance these disad- 
vantages, his countenance was very intelligent and 
expressive, his conversation was lively and enter- 
taining, ^and not a few indications were constantly 
given, both by his language and by his actions, 
of the possession of a superior and a powerful intel- 
lect. 

During the college terms of Jefferson, he was an 
acquaintance and favorite of Mr. Farquier, at that 
time the British governor of the colony. This gen- 
tleman was remarkable for his superior talents, his 
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literary acquirements, and his polished manners. 
From these qualities of his fiiend Jefferson derived 
much benefit ; for being thrown into frequent and 
kindly intercourse with the governor, he was enabled 
to improve himself by imitating so excellent a 
model. But Governor Farquier had other pecu- 
liarities which were not so commendable. These 
were his approval of infidel sentiments, both in 
philosophy and in religion, and an excessive fond- 
ness for gambling. It is not improbable that the fre- 
quent conversations which occurred between Jefter- 
son and his accomplished friend may have resulted 
in a similarity of opinions to some extent,, and may 
have laid the foundation for that boldness of specur 
lation which characterized Jefferson throughout his 
whole life. It does not appear, however, that he 
imitated the governor in his devotion to the vice of 
gaming. 

Mr. Jefferson was still a student of William and 
Mary College when the memorable dispute began 
between Great Britain and the Colonies. A young 
man' of his superior intelligence would very natu- 
rally take a deep interest in such a controversy. 
Accordingly he embraced every opportunity to 
attend the sittings of the Virginia House of Bur* 
gesses, and listened to the debates which there took 
place in reference to the encroachments and prero- 
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gatives of the British monarch. It was in May, 
1765, that he first heard the unrivalled and thrilling 
eloquence of Patrick Henry, the Mirabeau of the 
American Revolution. Jefferson always contended 
that, during his whole subsequent life he had never 
listened to so powerful and so consummate an ora- 
tion as Henry delivered on that occasion. Whether 
this estimate of the oratorical abilities of this cele- 
brated man was just; or whether much allowance 
should be made for the profound impression which 
such an unusual display would make upon a young 
and susceptible person who was then unfamiliar 
with the triumphs of that great art, it is difficult 
now to determine. At any rate, the whole soul of 
Jefferson was then already enlisted in behalf of the 
independence and the rights of the colonies, and his 
ardor in the cause continued from that period with- 
out abatement. 

At length having completed his studies at "Wil- 
liam and Mary College, Jefferson returned to Shad- 
well. He employed his first leisure in making a 
journey to Philadelphia and New York, the object 
of which was to obtain inoculation for the small- 
pox, and to enlarge his acquaintance with the colo- 
nies and their chief cities. He traveled three hun- 
dred miles in a one-horse chaise; and the incon- 
veniences which attended locomotion at that period 
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may be inferred from the fact that, in a single jour- 
ney, he was frequently drenched with rain, and was 
several times in danger of being drowned when ford- 
ing the streams which had been swollen by the rains. 
Immediately on his return from this excursion, 
Jefferson was elected a justice of the peace of Albe- 
marle county, having subsequently completed his 
legal studies under Mr. Wythe, and having been ad- 
mitted to practice as an attorney in 1767. As 
already stated in the extract quoted from his " Me- 
moir," Jefferson established himself at "Williams- 
burg. Seven years were passed by him in the quiet 
performance of his professional labors. He ex- 
hibited the same qualities as a lawyer which marked 
him previously as a student, and which adorned him 
subsequently as a statesman. He was not brilliant 
or showy in his forensic efforts; but he was labori- 
ous, thorough and learned. His manuscript notes 
gave abundant evidence that he prepared his cases 
with the most patient research. He was gradually 
advancing to a prominent position among the ablest 
lawyers of Virginia, at the period when the revolu- 
tionary struggle called him away to a higher and 
more important sphere.^ As a speaker, Jefferson 



* The language of William Wirt on this subject is explicit : says 
be — ** Permit me to correct an error which seems to haye prcTailed. 
It has been thought that Bir. Jefferson made no figure at the Bar; 

4 
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could never have been eminent. His voice had 
neither compass, flexibility, or power. But as a 
writer and thinker his great superiority was clearly 
manifest on every occasion, and it was not without 
suflBicient reason that he was subsequently selected 
from among the large body of able and distinguished 
men who composed the Continental Congress, to 
compose the immortal magna charta of a nation's 
freedom. 

.When twenty-six years of age, in 1769, Jefferson 
was elected a member of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses for the county of Albemarle. From the 
moment that he entered this important body he 
became remarkable for his industry, his promi- 
nence, and the decisive stand which he took either 
in the proposal or in the support of patriotic mea- 
Bures. Only a short time previous to this period, 
the British parliament had passed resolutions which 
severely condemned the stand which the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts had taken against the grow- 
ing encroachments of British tyranny. The Legis- 
lature of Virginia, on the receipt of this information, 
lldopted a series of resolutions in which they 

but the case was far otherwise. There are still extant, in his own 
fair and neat hand, in the manner of his master, a number of argu- 
ments which were delivered by him at the Bar upon some of the 
most intricate quesUous of the law ; which, if they shall ever see the 
light, will Tindloate his claims to the first honors of the professioa." 
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boldly declared that the right to levy taxes in Vir- 
ginia belonged exclusively to themselves ; that they 
possessed, and tliat tibey should always exercise, the 
privilege of petitioning the king for a redress of 
grievances; and they further declared, that the 
transportation to England of persons accused of 
treason in the colonies, in order there to be tried, 
was illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust. In the 
discussion and the passage of these resolutions, Mr. 
Jefferson took a decided and prominent part 

No sooner were the resolutions passed than the 
governor. Lord Bottetourt, dissolved the Assembly. 
A crisis had at length arrived, and it now became 
the duty of the friends of liberty to take a resolute 
and determined course. Indecisive measures were 
no longer available. The next day a large number 
of the members of the dissolved legislature met 
at the Raleigh Tavern in "Williamsburg, and 
formed an association for the purpose of carrying 
forward and completing the movement which had 
already been begun. These persons pledged their 
honors not to import or purchase certain specified 
articles of British merchandise, as long as the act 
of parliament authorizing the taxation of the colo- 
nies remained unrepealed. Eighty-eight members of 
the legislature signed this compact, and among the 
number were George Washington, Patrick Henry, 
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Bichard Henry Lee, and Thomas Jefferson. Thus 
was the first decisive stand taken in Virginia against 
British despotism by an an association of patriots, 
all the most prominent of whom were young men, 
whose names and abilities were as yet almost 
wholly unknown to the country. 

It was also during this first term of his service 
in the legislature, that Mr. Jefferson proposed the 
adoption of measures having reference to the sub- 
ject of negro slavery. He did not urge the general 
manumission of the slaves, as has sometimes been 
asserted; but he suggested that the restrictions 
which then existed, and which prevented owners 
from conferring freedom on their slaves when they 
even desired so to do, should be removed. Yet his 
efforts were fruitless ; and it was only in 1782 that 
even this cautious and limited policy was allowed to 
prevail. 
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The year 1770 opened with the occurrence of a 
personal calamity of no small moment to Mr. Jeflfer- 
son. His residence at Shadwell, where he had 
spent his youth, and which was then the abode of 
his widowed mother, was burnt to the ground. 
This misfortune occurred during his absence, and 
his loss was not conj&ned simply to the destruction 
of the edifice. His library, for which he had 
paid about a thousand dollars, and all his manu- 
scripts, notes, and papers fell a prey to the flames. 
Not a solitary piece of writing remained. The loss 
of his law books was particularly severe, inasmuch 
as they could not be easily replaced, and that loss 
greatly exceeded their nominal value. 

The following letter was written by young Jef- 
4* 
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ferson in reference to this calamity, to his intimate 
friend Page ; and throws much light upon the na- 
ture of hismisfortune, and the feelings with which 
he endured it. 

" Charlottbsvillb, Feh. 21, 1770. 
"Dear Page: 
" I am to acquaint Mrs. Page of the loss of my 
favorite pullet; the consequence of which will 
readily occur to her. I promised also to give her 
some Virginia silk which I had expected, and I 
begin to wish my expectation may not prove vain. 
I fear she will think me but an ungainly acquaint- 
ance. My late loss may perhaps have reached you 
by this time ; I mean the loss of my mother's house 
by fire, and in it of every paper I had in the worid, 
arid almost every book. On a reasonable estimate 
I calculate the cost of the books burned to have 
been ^6200 sterling. "Would to God it had been the 
money, then had it never cost me a sigh ! To make 
the loss more sensible, it fell principally on my 
books of Common Law, of which I have but one 
left, at that time lent out. Of papers too of every 
kind I am utterly destitute. All of these, whether 
public or private, of business or of amusement, 
have perished in the flames. I had made some 
progress in preparing for the succee'ding General 
Court ; and having, as was my custom, thrown my 
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thonghts into the fonn of notes, I troubled my head 
no more with them. These are gone, and like the 
baseless fabric of a vision, leave not a trace behind. 
The records a]so, and other papers which famished 
me with states of the several cases, having shared 
the same fate, I have no foundation whereon to set 
out anew. I have in vain attempted to recollect 
some of them ; the defect sometimes of one, some- 
times of more circumstances, rendering them so 
imperfect, that I can make nothing of them. What 
am I to do then in April ? The resolution which 
the court has declared of admitting no continuances 
of causes seemed to be unalterable; yet it might 
surely be urged, that my case is too singular to 
admit of their being often troubled with the like 
excuse. Should it be asked, what are the misfor- 
tunes of an individual to a court ? The answer of 
a court, as well as of an individual, if left to me, 
should be in the words of Terence, "Aoww 9um; 
humani nil a me alienum ptUo*' — ^but a truce with 
this disagreeable subject. 

" Am I never more to have a letter from you ? 
Why the devil don't you write? But I suppose 
yon are always in the moon, or some of the plane- 
tary regions. I mean you are there in idea ; and 
unless you mend, you shall have my consent to be 
there de facto ; at least, during the vacations of the 
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Court of Assembly. If your spirit is too elevated 
to advert to sublunary subjects, depute my friend Mrs. 
Page to support your correspondences. Metbinks 1 
sbould, with wonderful pleasure, open and peruse a 
letter written by so fair, and (what is better) so 
friendly hands. If thinking much of you would en- 
title me to the civilky of a letter, I assure you I merit 
a very long one. If this conflagration, by which I 
am burned out of a home, had come before I had 
advanced so far in preparing another, I do not 
know but I might have cherished some treasonable 
thoughts of leaving these my native hills ; indeed I 
should be much happier were I nearer to Eosewell 
and Severn hills — however, the gods, I fancy, were 
apprehensive that if we were placed together, we 
should pull down the moon, or play some such 
devilish prank with their works. I reflect often 
with pleasure on the philosophical evenings I passed 
at BrOsewell in my last visits there. I was always 
fond of philosophy, even in its drier forms; but 
from a ruby lip, it comes with charms irresistible* 
Such a ^ feast of sentiment must exhilarate and 
lengthen life, at least as much as the feast of the 
sensualist shortens it>-in a word, I prize it so 
highly, that, if you will at any time collect the 
same Belle AssembUe^ on giving me three days 
previous notice, I shall certainly repair to my placid 
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as a member of it. Bhonld it not happen before I 
come down, I will carry Sally Nicholas in the green 
chair to Newquarter, where your periagaa (how the 
should I spell that word ?) will meet us, auto- 
maton-like, of its own accord. You know I had a 
wagon which moved itself—- cannot we construct a 
boat then which shall row itself? Amicus noster^ 
JPonSj quo modo agity et quid agitf You may be all 
dead for any thing we can tell here, I expect he 
will follow the good old rule of driving one passion 
out by letting another in. Clavum clavo pangere 
was your advice to me on a similar occasion. I 
hope you will watch his immersion as narrowly as 
if he were one of Jupiter's satellites ; and give me 
immediate notice, that I may prepare a dish of 
advice. I do not mean. Madam, to advise him 
against it. On the contrary, I am become an advo- 
cate for the passion ; for I too am coela tactu%y CurruB 
bene %e hahet. He speaks, thinks, and dreams of 
nothing but his young son. This friend of ours, 
Page, in a very small house, with a table, half a 
dozen chairs, and one or two servants, is the hap- 
piest man in the universe. Every incident in life 
he so takes as to render it a source of pleasure. 
With as miuch benevolence as the heart of a man 
will hold, but with an utter neglect of the costly 
apparatus of life, he exhibits to the world a new 



^. 



46 THB LIFE AKD TIMES 

phenomenon in philosophy — ^the Samian sage in ttie 
tab of the cynic. Name me sometimes homuncvio 
tiiOj not forgetting little die mencUunum. I am de- 
termined not to enter on the next page, lest I 
should extend this nonsense to the bottom of that 
also. A dieu je vaus cammis, not doubting his care 
of you both." 

Nevertheless, he immediately set to work to 
remedy the misfortune as rapidly as possible. Se- 
veral years then passed away in the performance of 
his professional duties. On the 1st of January, 
1772, he was married to Mrs. Martha Skelton, the 
widow of Bathurst Skelton. She was the daughter 
of John Wayles, a prominent member of the Vir- 
ginia Bar. This gentleman died in 1773, and left a 
large estate, one-third of which fell to the lot of 
Mr. Jefferson. This union proved to be a pecu- 
liarly happy one, and during many subsequent years 
became the source of the utmost domestic enjoy- 
ment to both parties. 

During 1772 the political storms which had pre- 
viously begun to agitate the country to some extent 
subsided, in consequence of the partial repeal of 
the obnoxious duties formerly imposed by the Bri- 
tish parliament. Kew causes of discontent arose in 
Rhode Island, in 1773. A Court of Inquiry was 
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held in that province, vested with power to send 
persons accused of treason to England for triaL It 
had ab-eady become the determined purpose of Jef- 
ferson, and a few congenial spirits in Virginia, to 
take advantage of every occasion to keep alive the 
spirit of resistance to British tyranny in the colo- 
nies, as being preparatory to the final great act of 
entire and absolute separation. Accordingly, an 
soon as information of the proceedings of Rhode 
Island had reached Virginia, a few prominent mem- 
bers of the legislature, then in session at Williams- 
burg, determined to bring this matter before that 
body. Previous to taking this step, however, they 
met privately at the Raleigh Tavern, on the 11th of 
March, 1778, to deliberate on the measures which it 
behooved them to adopt The leaders of this move- 
ment were Jeflferson, Patrick Henry, R. H. Lee, F. 
L. Lee, and Dabney Carr. These patriots adopted 
the plan of appointing Committees of Correspon- 
dence between the legislatures of the different colo- 
nies. The ultimate aim of these committees was 
to propose the meeting of deputies from all the 
colonies in a general Congress. Mr. Jefferson was 
appointed to draft a series of resolutions recom- 
mending to the legislature the appointment of such 
committees ; and also another resolution requesting 
an inquiry to be made in reference to the obnoxious 
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and tyrannical proceedings which had but recently 
occurred in Rhode Island. Mr. Dabney Carr was 
selected, in consequence of his superior oratories 
\ abilities, to offer the resolutions in the legislature, 
and to support them by his eloquence. 

Accordingly, on the next morning, the resolutions 
were proposed by Mr. Carr in the House of Bur- 
gesses, and were supported by him with extraordi- 
nary pathos and fervor. They were adopted unani- 
mously on the same day. The support given to 
these resolutions by Mr. Carr at once raised him to 
a high eminence among his distinguished associates ; 
and a very brilliant future was naturally predicted 
for him. But his name never once occurs again in 
the stirring history of those times. He died sud- 
denly and unexpectedly only two months after the 
passage of the resolutions. 

But though Mr. Carr himself vanished so quickly 
from the scene, the influence and the rich results of 
his activity remained. The legislature was imme- 
diately dissolved by the governor in consequence of 
these events ; yet his measures were utterly impo- 
tent to stop the mighty tide of popular feeling which 
had already begun to flow. The committee of cor^- 
respondence was immediately appointed. They or- 
ganized themselves without delay, and commenced 
operations. They prepared a circular, copies of 
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which they addressed to the chairmen of the legis- 
latures of the various colonies, and these they dis- 
patched, without delay, to their respective destina- 
tions by expresses. The consequence of these mea- 
sures was, that similar committees of correspondence 
were appointed by all the different colonies; a 
channel of direct communication was thus opened 
between them; an interchange of sentiment and of 
purpose took place; energetic plans were discussed; 
unity of purpose was introduced; and the grand 
result followed that, in the ensuing year, the general 
Congress assembled to deliberate upon the great 
questions of political life and death, which then 
agitated the whole continent. 

It is true that the first idea of appointing a commit- 
tee of correspondence between the colonies was due, 
not to the patriots of Virginia, but to those of 
Massachusetts. In 1765, immediately after the pas- 
sage of the Stamp Act, the legislature of that State 
proposed a meeting of deputies from the several 
colonies to consult together on their common diffi- 
culties. And subsequently, in 1770, a similar reso- 
lution was adopted by the same body. But it is also 
true, that these resolutions were in neither case prac- 
tically carried out. They remained in substance a 
dead letter. But Virginia possesses the credit not only 
of following this excellent example, but also of being 



60 THE LIFE AND TIMES 

the first to execute the resolutions thus adopted. 
To Massachusetts belongs the honor of first suggest- 
ing this admirable plan of farthering the aims of 
freedom ; to Virginia that of giving that plan prac- 
tical fulfillment and efficacy. 

Other difficulties soon arose between England 
and her incensed colonies. In consequence of the 
diminution of trade between the two countries, a 
vast amount of tea had accumulated in the ware- 
houses of the East India Company. This immense 
monopoly was a favorite of the British government; 
and it obtained permission to transport their tea to 
the American ports free of duty, on the unjust con- 
dition that, on its arrival at its destination, a duty 
of three-pence per pound should be paid. This 
unfair arrangement at once threw the inhabitants 
of Massachusetts into a state of intense indignation. 
The first cargo was totally destroyed in December, 
1773. As a measure of retaliation, the British 
government passed the Boston Port Bill, by which 
that town was to be deprived of all its foreign trade 
from and after June, 1774. The Legislature of Vir- 
ginia was in session when these events transpired. 
Mr. Jefferson was still a member. At his instance 
the small body of patriots who had convened on a 
previous occasion, were again summoned in order 
to determine upon the proper measures to be taken. 
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He himself describes the events which took place at 
this crisis in the following language : 

^^ The lead in the House, on these subjects, being 
no longer left to the old members, Mr. Henry, B. 
H. Lee, Fr. L. Lee, three or four other members, 
whom I do not recollect, and myself, agreeing that 
we must boldly take an unequivocal stand in the 
line of Massachusetts, determined to meet and con- 
sult on the proper measures, in the council chamber, 
for the benefit of the library in that room. We 
were under conviction of the necessity of rousing 
our people from the lethargy into which they had 
&llen, as to passing events; and thought that the 
appointment of a day of general fasting and prayer, 
would be most likely to call up and alarm their 
attention. Ko example of such a solemnity had ex- 
isted since the days of our distresses in the war of 
'55, since which a new generation had grown up. 
With the help, therefore, of Rushworth, whom we 
rummaged over for the revolutionary precedents 
and forms of the Puritans of that day, preserved by 
him, we cooked up a resolutionj somewhat moderating 
their phrases, for appointing the 1st day of June, on 
which the Port Bill was to commence, for a day of 
fasting J humiliation^ and prayer; to implore Heaven 
to avert from us the evils of civil war, to inspire 
us with firmness in the support of our rights, and to 
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turn the hearts of the king and parliament to mode- 
ration and justice." 

This important instrument was duly presented to 
the legislature, and it was passed without opposition 
on the 24th of May.* But the patriots did not stop 
with this decisive step. They passed a resolution to 
recommend to the counties of the State to elect 
delegates who should meet in the ensuing August, 
who should select representatives for the State in 
the Continental Congress. In pursuance of this 
resolution, delegates were chosen to meet in conven- 
tion. Mr. Jefferson was one of these. He prepared 
a draft of instructions to be given to the congres- 
sional representatives who would be chosen, which 
he termed "A Summary View of the Rights of 
British America." This paper was addressed to the 
king, and contained a clear and powerful exposition 
of the political relations which existed, and ought 
to exist between the colonies and the mother coun- 
try. It was in consequence of the composition of 

* Immediately after this eyent, the British gOTemor, Lord Don*- 
more, entered the House, and spoke as follows: — **Mr. Speaker 
and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses — I haye in my hand a 
paper published by order of your House, conceiyed in such terms as 
reflect highly upon his Majesty and the Parliament of Great Britain, 
which makes it necessary to dissoWe'you — and you aredissoWed ao- 
eordingly." As usual, the whole assembly repaired immediately to 
the ApoUo Hall in the Raleigh Ta?6m, and resumed their delibera- 
tions. 
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this pamphlet, that Mr. Jefferson was threatened by 
Lord Dunsmore with a prosecution for treason, and 
his name was included in a list of proscriptions by 
the British ministry, intended for future prosecution 
and punishment. 

Mr. Jefferson was prevented by* a sudden attack 
of illness from attending the convention which 
assembled in Williamsburg in August, 1774. This 
was the first popular or republican legislative assem- 
bly which ever met in Virginia, without the au- 
thority of government, and at the call of the 
popular will. Though absent from its sessions, Mr. 
Jefferson sent his Instructions to Patrick Henry 
and Peyton Eandolph, for the purpose of having 
them submitted to the convention. A copy was laid 
on the table for the inspection of the members, and 
it was read with much interest. But the measures 
of retaliation and resistance which it proposed were 
thought to be, at that stage of the conflict, too ex- 
treme and excessive. They were therefore not 
adopted ; but they were printed by an order of the 
convention, and were subsequently widely diffused. 
In this production Mr. Jefferson took the ground 
that the relation between the colonies and Great 
Britain was the same as the relation between that 
country and Scotland after the accession of James, 
or between England and Hanover aftt^r the acces- 
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Bion of the reigning house of the latter country to 
the British throne ; that they had the same execu- 
tive chie:^ but no other necessary political connec- 
tions ; and that the emigration of English subjects 
to America, gave the British monarch no more right 
over them, than .the emigration of the Danes and 
Baxons to England gave to the Danish and Saxon 
mouarchs over Englishmen. In substance, there- 
fore, Mr. Jefferson first announced, in this able do- 
cument, the great republican doctrine that there 
should be no taxation without representation — ^a 
doctrine afterward more clearly and ably stated by 
him in the Declaration of Independence.* 

The labors of this convention consisted chiefly in 
passing resolutions to the following effect : — Not to 
import any British merchandise after the 1st of 
November ensuing ; to import no slaves ; to use no 
more tea; to purchase no East India goods; to export 
no more tobacco, but to encourage its home manu- 
facture ; to improve the breed of sheep ; to contri- 
bute to the relief of the people of Boston; and that 
the speaker of the convention be empowered to 
convene the members again at such time and place 
as he might think proper. The convention then 
elected delegates to represent the Stat^ of Virgnia 

* Vide Qirardin's Historj of Virginia — Appendix, No. 12. 
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in the €!ontinental Congress. These men were 
chosen with the care and deliberation which the 
importance of the occasion required. Peyton Ban- 
dolph was selected in consequence of his superior 
acquaintance with the rules of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings. George Washington was recommended 
by his military talents and experience. Eichard 
Henry Lee was chosen for his great eloquence; 
Patrick Henry for the same reason; Edward Pen- 
dleton for his profound learning as a lawyer; Ben- 
jamin Harrison because he represented the wealthy 
planters ; and Richard Bland in consequence of his 
ability as a writer. 

Mr. Jefferson was not elected as a delegate to the 
first Continental Congress; but during the year 
1775 he was not inactive in the legislature of his 
native State. At the request of Peyton Bandolph, 
who had been chosen President of Congress, h» 
drew up the answer of the General Assembly of 
Virginia to the conciliatory proposals which had 
been made by Lord North, and which finally passed 
the House, with some softening amendments. Mr. 
Jefferson was subsequently appointed by the house 
to convey to the congress assembled at Philadel- 
phia, the result of their action and deliberations, 
which duty he performed on the 21st of June, 1775. 

Thus far the mental activity and the patriotism 



56 THE LIFX A17D TIHBS 

of Mr. Jefferson had been confined in their opera- 
tion to the comparatively limited sphere of his 
native province. He was still a young man of thirty- 
two years ; yet he had taken an honorable place, by 
virtue of his great talents and acquirements, among 
the leading men of the Old Dominion. In truth, 
he had been the most radical and resolute of the 
reformers in that State, the fiercest foe to British 
tyranny, the most extreme and uncompromising of 
all the patriots. It was he who had declared in the 
Convention of Virginia, which assembled for the 
second time on the 20th of March, 1775, that " by 
the God that made him, he would cease to exist be- 
fore he yielded to such a connection with England, 
and on such terms as the British Parliament pro- 
pose." It was he who had proclaimed that "hia 
creed had been formed on unsheathing the sword at 
Lexington." It was he who supported a resolution 
which Was proposed in this convention by Patrick 
Henry, that the colony should immediately be put 
in a state of defense, and that a committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a plan to arm and discipline a 
body of effective troops. This was the daring and 
desperate resolution which was earnestly opposed by 
Pendleton, Harrison, Nicholas, and Wythe — patriots 
of the purest virtue — because they thought it too 
ultra and decisive. But in spite of their opposition 
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this resolution was carried by means of the power- 
fhl influence of Jefierson and Patrick Henry, and 
was ultimately executed. But in all these noble 
achievements, the talents and patriotism of Jefier- 
son had been confined to a comparatively limited 
sphere. A man of such enlightened views, of such 
bold determination, of such fierce hostility to des- 
potism, of such devotion to popular freedom, only 
needed a more enlarged and elevated sphere of ac- 
tivity to give him a distinguished place in the 
history of his time and of his country. Such an 
opportunity was soon afforded him ; and it may with 
truth be said that, among all the distinguished men 
of the Revolution, he who was the bitterest and 
most uncompromising foe to British tyranny and 
prerogative, and he who was most determined, impe- 
tuous and resolved in accomplishing their over- 
throw in these colonies, was none other than Thomas 
Jefferson. 

This fact was especially evinced in his answer to 
the "Conciliatory Propositions" of the British minis- 
ter, Lord North. This document, addressed to the 
colonies, was specious, insidious, and crafty in the 
extreme. But Jefferson, who was appointed on the 
Committee of the House of Burgesses to answer it, 
could not be imposed upon by its artful declamation. 
He penetrated its real character, stript its infamous 
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propositions of their false and fallacious coveringSy 
exposed its cruelty and injustice, and gave it a blow 
from which it never recovered. This was the last 
service which Jefferson performed for the cause of 
freedom in his native State. On the 24th of June, 
1775, the House adjourned ; and it was the last As- 
sembly which ever convened under the authority of 
the British monarch in the colony of Virginia. The 
governor, fearing an outburst of popular indigna- 
tion, fled from his palace on board a British man- 
of-war, and his authority was never again recog- 
nized by the inhabitants of the colony. This was 
the loss of the first province, which was followed 
subsequently by the defection of the whole conti- 
nent, and by their hostile and triumphant attitude 
against the supremacy of the mother country. 
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Bepore the adjournment of the second session of 
the popular convention of Virginia, it became ne- 
cessary for them to elect a delegate to the Continen- 
tal Congress in place of Peyton Bandolph, who, as 
speaker of the Virginia House of Burgesses, would 
soon be required to return to his native State. Ac- 
cordingly in May, 1775, Mr, Jefferson was elected 
to fill the place of Mr, Randolph ; and on the 21st 
of June he took his seat in the Continental Con- 
gress. He was then thirty-two years of age ; and 
he brought to this high sphere in which he was 
destined afterward to act so eminent and distin- 
guished a part, very considerable reputation for 
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abilities, industry, and devotion to the cause of free- 
dom and progress. 

This reputation procured him an appointment on 
the committee instructed to prepare a report on the 
"Cause of taking up Arms against England," five 
days after his entrance into Congress. The portion 
of the report of this committee which Mr. Jefferson 
was requested to prepare, has been frequently 
quoted and admired for its beauty of style, and 
for the clearness and boldness with which it treats 
the subject* On the 22d of July he was again 
honored with an appointment on a committee with 
Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and E. H. Lee, to prepare 
an answer to Lord North's resolutions. Mr. Jeffer- 
son penned this important document It sets forth 
in powerful language the fundamental doctrine that 
the colonies alone have the privilege of granting or 

* Mr. Dickinson of PennsyWania was a member of this committee, 
and he seems to have been the croaking owl of the Continental Con- 
gress. He opposed all expressions of yigorous resistance, or of 
open denunciation, in the reports of the committees ; and it was he 
who, alone of all the members of Congress, subsequently refused 
to sign the Declaration of Independence. When the committee on 
the *' Cause of taking up Arms against England" reported, their re- 
port had been softened down so completely by the trembling appeals 
of Mr. Dickinson, as scarcely to amount to any thing. On its passage 
he remarked, that there was only one word in it of which he yet 
disapproved, and that word was ** Congress.** Mr. Harrison instantly 
rose and said, that there was but one word in the document of which 
he did approve, and that was ** Congi*ess.** 
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withholding their own money; and that this also 
involves the right of inquiry into its application, of 
determining its amount, and of applying it to proper 
uses; and it condemns the propositions of Lord 
North, because they do not propose the repeal of 
the oppressive statutes which had been passed. The 
tone and spirit of this report differ very essentially 
ttom those of the report of the committee to which 
Mr. Dickinson belonged. They were bold, resolute 
and defiant, and marked clearly an important step in 
advance among that immortal band of patriots who 
were destined to achieve the freedom of the nation. It 
was the passage of this report, written by Mr. Jeffer- 
son, then the youngest member of Congress save 
one, which cut off forever all hope of conciliation 
and union between the colonies and Great Britain. 
From that moment a desperate conflict was inev^ 
table. 

Mr. Jefferson had been elected to Congress by 
the Legislature of Virginia in August, 1775, and 
subsequently was re-elected in June, 1776. During 
his absence from his native State, he was not forget- 
ful of her interests. The regal authority had been 
already dissolved in that colony. A popular gov- 
ernment had been quietly substituted. But no settled 
form for the administration of the government had 
been adopted. This then was the first task which 
6 
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demanded the attention of her patriots. A conven 
tion accordingly assembled at Williamsburg, on the 
6th of May, 1776, for the purpose of adopting a 
declaration of rights and a constitution. On the 
15th of May, after previous deliberations, a commit- 
tee was appointed to report on the subject. Mr. 
George Mason was the leading member of that com- 
mittee. On the 29th of June the constitution which 
they reported, after ample discussion, was adopted. 
But during this interval Mr. Jefferson had not been 
idle. He himself had prepared a form of constitution 
for the consideration of the house, together with a 
preamble, declaration of rights, and an entire plan 
of government. These important documents he sent 
to Mr. Wythe, but tbey arrived too late for the con- 
sideration of the house. They had already discussed 
^nd adopted a complete form of government, and 
had agreed upon a declaration of rights. JSTeverthe- 
less some use was made of the valuable labors of 
Mr. Jefferson. Two or three parts of his plan were 
added to that already passed, and the entire preamble 
which accompanied his own form of government 
was adopted and added to that which had already 
received the legislative sanction. George Mason 
was the author of the declaration of rights. This 
constitution and declaration were unanimously 
adopted on the 29th of June, 1776, and thus was 
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established the first institation of free government, 
by a written compact, which existed in the new 
world. Virginia " was the first of the nations of the 
earth," says Mr. Jefferson, speaking of this event, 
^^ which assembled its wise men peaceably together 
to form a fundamental constitution, to commit it to 
writing, and place it among their archives, where 
every one should be free to appeal to its text" 

But this session of the convention in Virginia is 
rendered remarkable by another act, which possesses 
a national and not a local interest They passed a 
resolution " that the delegates appointed to represent 
Virginia in General Congress be instructed to pro- 
pose to that respectable body to declare the United 
Colonies free and independent States, absolved from 
all allegiance to or dependence on the crown or 
parliament of Great Britain ; and that they give the 
assent of this colony to such declaration, and to 
whatever measures may be thought proper and 
necessaiy by the Congress for forming foreign alii- 
ances, and a confederation of the colonies, at such 
time and in the manner as to them shall seem best : 
provided that the power of forming governments for, 
and the regulation oj^ the internal concerns of each 
colony, be left to the respective colonial legislatures." 

Thus rapidly and steadily were the representatives 
of the nation approaching the decisive moment and 
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the irretrievable deed, which were to decide the fate 
of so many millions of human beings. And it must 
be conceded that, in this perilous and immortal race, 
Mr. Jefferson holds no secondary place. He, though 
one of the youngest members of Congress, though 
he had much at stake, though he could not be un- 
mindful of the many and great dangers which clus- 
tered around his path, yet he did not hesitate. He 
was unquestionably the boldest, most determined, 
and most radical member of the national representa- 
tion. Others pulled back, hesitated, and deprecated 
haste and rashness. He constantly urged forward, 
endeavored to inflame the minds of his associates 
with extreme hostility to England, and with uncon- 
querable resolution to overthrow her supremacy in 
the colonies. Accordingly, on the 28th of May, 1776, 
he moved in Congress that " an animated address 
be published to impress the minds of the people 
with the necessity of now stepping forward to save 
their country, their freedom, and their property." 
He was appointed chairman of this committee ; and 
he prepared an address whose temper and spirit 
were in accordance with this resolution, and which 
was admirably adapted to prepare the way for the 
grand and decisive step which was about to follow. 
As soon as the delegates from Virginia received 
fbe instructions of tlie legislature of that State, in 
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reference to making a declaration of national free- 
dom, they prepared to execute them. Richard 
Henry Lee was the oldest and the most eloquent 
member of the Virginia delegation. Accordingly it 
fell to his lot to perform this responsible and honor- 
able duly ; and on the 7th of June, 1776, he rose in 
Oongress, then sitting in the State House in the 
city of Philadelphia, and moved that "Congress 
should declare that these United States are, and of 
right ought to be, free and independent states ; that 
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British 
crown ; that all political connection between them 
and the state of Qreat Britain is and ought to bo 
totally dissolved ; that measures should be imme- 
diately taken for procuring the assistance of foreign 
powers, and that a confederation be formed to bind 
the colonies more closely together. 

The consideration of this resolution was postponed 
until the next day. It was then taken up and de- 
bated for several successive days. Messrs. Adams, B.. 
H. Lee, Wythe, Jefferson, and others, were in favor 
of the resolution. Messrs. Wilson, Robert Livings- 
ton, Rutledge and Dickinson opposed it. All the 
arguments of the latter gentlemen, however, except 
as a matter of course those of Mr. Dickinson, applied 
only to the most suitable period of passing such a 
6* 
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resolution, and not to the abstract propriety or nece^ 

Bity of the act. 

As unanimity of sentiment on the subject did not 
Beem then to prevail, it was deemed advisable to 
postpone a final vote on the resolution until the Ist 
of July, but a committee was appointed in the 
meantime to prepare a document which might be 
appropriate to the purpose contemplated. At this 
crisis Mr. Lee received information of the danger- 
bug illness of a member of his family. He was com- 
pelled immediately to leave Congress, and could not 
serve upon the committee which was about to be 
appointed, nor act as its chairman, as he would 
have been entitled to do as the mover of the resolu- 
tion. A committee was then selected by the house, 
which chose the following persons : John Adams, 
Dr. Franklin, Eoger Sherman, Eobert Livingston, 
and Thomas Jefferson. As Mr. Jefferson had re- 
ceived the highest number of votes, he was appointed 
president of the committee, and thus was the prepa- 
ration of the most illustrious and important state 
paper of all ages entrusted to his hands. After its 
preparation it was submitted privately to the exami- 
nation of Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams. They 
made a few minor alterations, and then it was 
examined before the whole committee. It received 
their unanimous approval, and on Friday, the 28th 
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of June, Mr. Jefferson reported it to Congress. It 
was read, and then ordered to lie on the table. 

On the 1st of July the house resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, and resumed the discussion 
of the preliminary question, whether a declaration 
of independence should be made. After a long 
debate this question was carried in the affirmative. 
AH the States represented in Congress voted in its 
&vor, except Pennsylvania and South Carolina. 
Delaware was represented by only two members, 
and as they were divided in sentiment, her vote was 
indecisive. The delegates from New York requested 
permission to withdraw, in consequence of the fact 
that they had received no instructions from their 
constituents on the subject. The final vote on the 
resolution was taken on the 2d of July. On this 
ballot South Carolina voted affirmatively ; an addi- 
tional delegate had arrived from Delaware, which 
gave the voice of that State in the same way ; the 
representatives of New York had received instruc- 
tions to give their influence in favor of tiie measure 
and Pennsylvania had happily changed some of her 
representatives during the interval. A unanimous 
vote was therefore obtained at last in favor of the 
original motion, to declare the colonies independent 
of British rule. 

Much more difficulty was experienced when the 
discussion of the Declaration itself which the com- 
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mittee had prepared, came before the honse. Great 
violence and intense excitement prevailed. Every 
clause and every expression were rigidly criticised. 
Every sentiment uttered and every principle announ- 
ced were fiercely combatted and assailed. Inch by 
inch was the great battle fought, on the issue of 
which depended such vital and inestimable interests. 
The clause condemning the slave trade was struck 
out in accordance with the peremptory demands of 
South Carolina and Georgia. The whole amount 
which was eventually erased, equalled one- third of 
the original composition. The battle raged for 
three days, during which the most intense excite- 
ment prevailed. John Adams especially distin- 
guished himself by his eloquent support of the 
document in its unaltered state. Mr. Jefferson, 
thirty-seven years afterward described Mr. Adams as 
having been a colossus on the floor of the house on 
this great occasion, and in debate powerful and 
convincing in the highest degree. It became evident 
that it would only be by a spirit of compromise that 
unanimity could finally be obtained. In effecting 
these compromises, several of the best passages of 
this remarkable production were erased.* 

* In the Appendix the reader will find the Declaration in its origi- 
nal form, with the changes and emendations which were introduced 
into it, before its final adoption. A difference of opinion may weU 
exist as to whether much or even any advantage vas derived from 
the expurgating proeess through which it passed. 
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The Declaration as thus amended in committee 
of the whole was reported to the house on the 4th 
of July. On this day it was adopted, and signed by 
every member then present, excepting one. The 
recusant was the pusillanimous member from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. Dickinson. Other representatives, 
who happened on that day to be absent, appended 
their signatures at subsequent periods. On the 20th 
of July Pennsylvania elected five new representa- 
tives, omitting Mr. Dickinson from the number, and 
all of these subsequently signed. The ignominious 
eminence of being the only person in the whole 
Continental Congress who shrank from the glory 
and the danger of giving his influence in favor of 
this immortal declaration, belongs to the discarded 
representative from Pennsylvania. On the 19th of 
July it was ordered to be engrossed ; and on the 2d 
of August, after having been carefully compared and 
verified by the original, the parchment was again 
signed with all those whose names were appended to 
the manuscript copy. 

Thus was consummated the most memorable 
event of modem times ; an event, the influence of 
which on the destinies of the world in all climes, 
has exceeded in importance that of any other event, 
and which through all coming ages will be the subject 
of congratulation to countless millions of freemen. 
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It would be difficult to find among the most re- 
nowned and felicitous productions of the human 
intellect, one which has higher claims to admiration 
than this Declaration. Its chief merit consists in its 
admirable adaptation to the purpose for which it was 
intended. It is indeed remarkable for the polish 
and beauty of its language, for its clearness and 
force of expression. But its directness, its compre- 
hensiveness, and its condensation of thought are 
higher merits still. Within the narrow compass to 
which it is necessarily confined, it utters volumes 
of ponderous and unanswerable truth. It is a sin- 
gular and admirable combination of argument, of 
pathos, of vindication, and of invective. It is pa- 
thetic enough to enlist the warmest sympathies of 
the reader, and it is argumentative enough to con- 
vince his reason. It is not more pathetic than is 
necessary, lest its authors might seem to have been 
defective in argument ; and it is not too argumenta- 
tive, lest a suspicion might be excited that its authors 
were conscious that the weakness of their cause 
required an elaborate defense. Its style is declama- 
tory, but not sufficiently so as to render it vulgar or 
undignified ; while at the same time its manly dig- 
nity does not degenerate into haughtiness. Had it 
been more condensed, it might have become either 
obscure or fiippant Had it been more expanded, it 
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might have lost in vigor and directness. The very 
best evidence which can be adduced in favor of its 
claims to admiration and approval, is the universal 
judgment which the civilized world has passed upon 
its merits. The highest encomium which can be 
bestowed upon it, is to assert that it is a production 
worthy of the memorable occasion with which it 
was connected, and whose matchless glories it aided 
fio effectually to increase and to perpetuate. Had 
Jefferson accomplished nothing more during his 
long life of eighty-three years than elaborate this 
immortal document, he would have deserved to be 
held in honorable remembrance for ages to come ; 
and having accomplished this noble task, it is ven- 
turing nothing to say that his name will be forever 
rescued from the common oblivion, and will be 
numbered among the bright catalogue of the world's 
greatest heroes until the latest period of recorded 
time. 

On the ^th of July the Declaration of Independ- 
ence was publicly promulgated in Philadelphia, and 
rapidly the glorious news of its adoption spread 
through the whole country. It was received with 
transports of joy by many millions, and throughout 
the whole length and breadth of the continent a 
universal frenzy of delight prevailed. The declara- 
tion was published in New York on the 11th, in 
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presence of the American army there assembled ; 
and was greeted with the utmost pomp and splendor 
of military pageantry. When the news arrived in 
Boston, the public excitement became unparalleled. 
All the civil authorities, the military, and a vast 
multitude assembled in front of the Capitol, where 
the document was read, and was received with 
the most enthusiastic plaudits. An immense ban- 
quet was afterward given, at which innumerable 
toasts were drank in praise of liberty, and in denun- 
ciation of tyrants. During the ensuing night every 
ensign of royalty, and every badge of kingly power 
which existed in Boston, was defaced and removed. 

Similar scenes occurred throughout all the colo- 
nies. In Virginia the name of the king was erased 
by an act of the legislature from the liturgy of the 
established religion. All the emblems of the fallen 
monarchy were at once obliterated ; and a new coat 
of arms was ordered for the rising commonwealth, 
just then emerging from chaos into a vigorous and 
splendid existence. This , commendable example 
was followed in all the remaining States. The 
declaration seemed to have inspired new life into 
the hearts of patriots, and to have steeped the spirits 
of the minions of despotism in despair. 

Mr. Jefferson was himself fully conscious of the 
importance of the event which had just taken place. 
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and of the high dignity of the drama in which he 
had acted so prominent a part He regarded the proc- 
lamation of the declaration of American independ- 
ence as the great starting point in the race for freedom 
in modem times ; as the initial step in the emanci- 
pation of all civilized nations from the supremacy and 
the outrages of despots. It was in his judgment the 
first chapter in a glorious history. It was the sum- 
mons which spoke in thunder-tones to the cringing 
millions who were yet slumbering in the dark night 
and gloom of tyranny, inviting them to arouse, to 
shake off their shackles, to assert their long plundered 
rights, and their dignity as men, and to achieve 
their liberties. Nor were these anticipations disap- 
pointed. The noble example thus set before the 
world was not lost. The leaven soon began to work 
vigorously in the mighty mass of humanity. France 
was the first nation to follow this example ; but she 
followed it after a fashion of her own, and her en- 
deavors were marked by the peculiarities of the 
national character. To the declaration of American 
independence may justly be attributed, as their ulti- 
mate and original cause, all the revolutionary move- 
ments which have since occurred, with such various 
successes and with such conflicting and dissimilar 
incidents, in Poland, in Italy, in Hungary, in Spain, 
in Germany, and in Central and Southern America. 
7 
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And it is scarcely hazarding too much to say, that 
the potent influence of the example given and of 
the principles inculcated by this declaration, will 
continue to operate until republican freedom and 
republican governments will replace all the rotten 
thrones and despotic institutions which now afflict 
and disgrace the world. Snch is the inherent and 
unconquerable power of truth I 
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CHAPTER IV. 

m. /Bnmwov racLnrss ▲ bb-clkctiov to oovcbiss — bbsults or mm 

LABORS IH CONORSSS — APPOHTBO COMMDtlOVBB TO rBASCB — ■■ DS- 
CLIHKS — KB TAKB8 HIS SBAT IB THB LBOISLATUBB OF TIBOIBIA^aB 
PB0P0SB8 A LAW FOB THB BBOBOABOATIOV OP THB COVBTt OF JVSTICB 
— HB PBOPOSBS A LAW FOB THB ABOUTIOV OF BBTAILS — HB PBOPOSBS A 
BILL TO OYBBTHBOWTHB B8TABL1SHBD CHUBCH IH TtBAIHIA — FIBBCB 
COHFLICTS WHICH BBSUBD — THB FIHAL BBSVLT — JBFFBBSOB'S ULTIHATB 
TRIUMPH — BSTABLISHHBHT OF ABSOLUTH BBUOIOUt FBBBDOH Of TIB- 
OnriA — HR. JBFFBBSOH 0BTAIH8 THB PASSAOB OF A LAW ABOUSHIH« 
THB FORBIOH SLAYB TBADB IH TIBGIHIA — HI8T0BT OF THAT BBFOBH IM 
FORBieV COUBTRIBS. 

Mb. Jeffebson's term of service in the Continen- 
tal Congress expired on the 11th of Angast^ 1776. 
Before the arrival of that period he had notified the 
convention of Yir^nia that he declined a re-elec- 
tion. IN'evertheless that body chose to act contrary 
to his wishes, and he was again nnanimonsly re- 
elected. This result did not alter his own purpose, 
and he again wrote to the chairman of the conven- 
tion, resigning positively the proffered honor. Two 
causes induced him at this period to withdraw from 
the national councils. One of these was the neces- 
sity which existed that he should attend to his 
private afiairs at home. But the chief reason was 
a desire to participate in the formation of the new 
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constitution and government which were about to 
be formed and adopted in Virginia. Says he: "The 
new government in Virginia was now organized, a 
meeting of the legislature was to be held in Octo- 
ber, and I had been elected a member by my 
county. I knew that our legislation, under the royal 
government, had many very vicious points which 
urgently required reformation; and I thought I 
could be of more use in forwarding that work. I 
therefore retired from my seat in Congress." On the 
2d of September, 1776, Mr. Harrison, his successor, 
arrived at Philadelphia, and Jefferson immediately 
returned to Virginia. The period of his actual 
presence in the national councils had been only nine 
months ; and yet at the early age of thirty-three he 
had taken the first rank among the leading patriots 
of the colonies; he had led their opinions and 
moulded their measures ; and he had impressed the 
stamp of his genius and of his principles upon the 
great title deeds and symbols of the nation's rights 
and liberties. 

On the 80th of September he received another 
evidence of the confidence with which he had in- 
spired the members of the Continental Congress. 
They appointed him a joint-commissioner to France, 
with Dr. Franklin and Silas Dean, to negotiate 
treaties of alliance and commerce with that govern- 
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ment. This was a trust of the greatest importance 
to the interests of the nation ; and yet so earnest 
was the desire of Mr. Jefferson to superintend and 
assist in the establishment of the new government 
and constitution of his nativ.e State^ that he again 
declined an honorable appointment which would 
have interfered with the realization of his wishes on 
that subject 

We have now reached that period in the life and 
labors of Mr. Jefferson when he ceases to be an ex- 
ponent and representative of national measures, and 
assumes the attitude of the founder of a new and 
distinct school of politics ; and when he began the 
proposal and defense of doctrines which have not 
unjustly won for him the epithet of the " Father of 
American Democracy.'' This course, it will be seen, 
he consistently pursued throughout the many years 
of high official position which marked his subse- 
quent life. 

Mr. Jefferson took his seat in the Legislature of 
Virginia on the 7th of October, 1776. Five days 
afterward he moved for leave to introduce a bill for 
the reorganization and establishment of the courts 
of justice. He was appointed chairman of the 
committee to whom the matter was referred; and 
he drew up an ordinance, which he submitted to 
the committee. They approved of all its provisions. 
7* 
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It was then reported to the house, by whom, after 
a thorough and careful examination, and the intro- 
duction of a few unimportant changes, it was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The provisions of the law prepared by Mr. Jeffer- 
son possess the qualities of simplicity, symmetry, 
and the spirit and form of republicanism. But in 
addition to these it could also claim the merit of 
great originality; for although a similar arrange- 
ment exists in the judicial institutions of other 
States at the present time, that proposed by Mr. 
Jefferson was the model after which they have all 
been drawn and executed. He divided the State 
into counties, and devised three courts of ascending 
grades, called the County, the Superior, and the 
' Supreme Courts. The jurisdictions of these courts, 
and their relative number, were found admirably 
adapted to meet all the wants of the community. 
He gave new prominence and importance to the 
trial by jury, as the great bulwark of the rights of 
the people. He ordained that in all questions of 
law and of fact combined, as well as in all pure 
questions of fact, the reference to a jury was made 
imperative and unavoidable in the courts of law; 
and he would have carried this principle also into 
the Courts of Chancery, had he not, in this move- 
ment, been opposed and defeated by the efforts of 
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Edmund Pendleton, the ablest lawyer in the State, 
who was opposed to the extreme measures of popular 
reform introduced by Mr. Jefferson. The chief fea- 
tures of the law on this subject, as proposed by Mr. 
Jefferson, remain in force in Virginia till the present 
day. 

On the >2th October Mr. Jefferson continued his 
labors by introducing a bill for the abolition of the 
law of entails in Virginia. This was a measure of 
much greater importance than the preceding one. 
It was a desperate and destructive blow struck 
directly at the aristocratic order in that State. No- 
where else on the continent had the lines of demar- 
cation between the higher and the lower ranks, be- 
tween the gentle and the vulgar, between tbA 
exclusive and the popular, been drawn with sO 
much distinctness as in the Old Dominion. And 
that distinction was based not simply on differences 
of education, birth, and breeding; but also on the 
more unpopular one of the possession of wealth. 
The State having been settled at an early period 
by a body of men who had embraced the privileges 
granted them of taking vast tracts of the free do- 
main of nature — these estates had become immensely 
valuable with the progress of time; and in accord- 
ance with the English law of entail, they had been 
devised from generation to generation in fee-tail to 
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the eldest son of the family. This aristocratic trans- 
mission of estates had gradually created a body of 
men who formed a patrician order in the State, 
whose wealth, luxury, and expensive and ostenta- 
tious establishments were little in h^mony with the 
simplicity of republican manners. Together with 
the possession of the land, this class of men gradu- 
ally absorbed all the political power, which only 
increased the evil, and rendered the state of things 
more obnoxious to the friends of liberty and re- 
form. 

If this aristocratic class of the community were 
useless to the State, the other existing orders of 
society in Virginia were such, that some of them 
invited, and others of them demanded, a reforma- 
tion on this subject. Next below the great land- 
owners, in the social and political scale, were the 
class known as "half-breeds." These were the de- 
scendants of the younger sons and daughters of the 
aristocrats, who inherited the pride without the wealth 
or the influence of their ancestors. Below these again 
were the upstarts, or pretenders, who were usually 
men of talent, and having obtained wealth by means 
of their superior enterprise and abilities, were de- 
sirous of separating themselves from the class in 
which they were born and to which they originally be- 
longed, and of imitating the manners and habits of 
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the aristocracy, and if possible to obtain admission 
to their society. Below these again were the plain, 
substantial yeomen, who were industrious, simple, 
frugal, who knew nothing and cared less about 
aristocratic splendor, rank, or wealth, and whose 
whole attention was confined to the cultivation of 
the small farms which they possessed, or to their 
mechanical trades. Below all these again, and the 
vilest of the race, were the class of persons termed 
" overseers," who tyrannized over the slaves, who 
were the most cringing of human beings to their 
superiors, and most the tyrannical to their subordi- 
nates and victims. 

By abolishing the law of entails in Virginia, Mr. 
Jefferson destroyed the entire fabric of this social 
structure; for the whole of it gradually grew up 
around, and in consequence of that institution. His 
purpose was also to open the way for an aristocracy 
of intellect and talent, as being more in accordance 
TUth the spirit of a republic. And although this 
measure was resisted with the utmost violence by 
the representatives of the aristocratic order in the 
legislature, led on by men of the highest ability — 
such as Edmund Pendleton and John Robinson, the 
measure was finally adopted. Entails were abol- 
ished, and a law passed by which real estate, as well 
as personal property was distributed, on the death 
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of the possessor in equitable proportions among the 
whole of his children. Mr. Jefferson also subfie* 
quently introduced another bill, which rendered this 
reform complete, which destroyed the preference 
given to the male over the female sex, and to the 
eldest child over the younger children.* 

After accomplishipg this great republican move- 
ment, which gave a new appearance and form to the 
secular and material interests of the State, Mr. Jef- 

* Mr. Jefferson describes bis labors in reference to this event in 
tbe following language : 

'*0n tbe 12t)i, I obtained leave to bring in a bill declaring tenants 
in tail to \^ld their Innds in fee simple. In the earlier times of the 
colony, when lands were to be obtained for little or nothing, soma 
provident indiTidunls procured large grants; and desirous of found* 
ing great familita for themtelvet, settled them on their descendants in 
fee tail. The transmission of this property from generation to gene* 
ration, in the snme name, raised up a distinct set of families, who 
being privileged by law in the perpetuation of their wealth, were thus 
formed into a patrician order, distinguished by the splendor and lux- 
ury of their establishments. From this order, too, the king habitu- 
ally selected his counselors of state ; the hope of which distinction 
devoted the whole corps to the interests and will of the crown. To 
annul this privilege, and instead of an aristoeraeg of wealth, of uAre 
harm and danger than benefit to society, to make an opening for ths 
aristocracy of virtue and talent, which nature has wisely provided for 
the direction of the interests of society, and scattered with equal 
hand through all its conditions, was deemed essential to a well- 
ordered republic. To effect it, no violence was necessary, no depri- 
vation of natural right, but rather an enlargement of it, by a repeal 
of the law. For this would authorise the present holder to divide 
the property among his children equally, as bis affections were 
divided ; and would place them, by natural generation, on the levd 
of their fellow-citiiens." 
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ferson directed his attention to the religious rela- 
tions and interests of the community. He intro- 
duced a bill to abolish the church establishment in 
Virginia, and to place all religious sects on an equal 
footing. 

The establishment of the Church of England in 
Virginia had taken place at the period of the first 
immigration thither. The charter granted to Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh contained an express clause, which pro- 
vided that the laws of the new colony to be founded 
by him, should in no respect militate against the 
true Christian faith as then professed by the Church 
of England, and established by law in the realm. 
At an early day the colony had been divided into 
parishes, and in each parish a minister had been 
settled, a church built, a glebe and parsonage as- 
signed, and a support provided for the incumbent 
from the proceeds of a specified amount of tobacco. 
Bchismatics were severely punished. It was a penal 
offense in parents to prevent their children from 
being baptized by the minister of the established 
church. The assembling of Quakers was forbidden 
by law; and they had been ordered to leave the 
State, with the penalty of death if they returned. 
In 1706, a law had been passed to the effect that he 
who denied the truth of the Christian religion, or 
the existence of the trinity, or the inspiration of 
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the Scriptures, should be incapable of holding any 
office, civil, military, or ecclesiastical, and should 
further suffer three years' imprisonment Even 
the Declaration of Rights, passed in 1776, had 
not abolished and obliterated these infamous enact- 
ments; although the legislature, in that year, had 
been overflowed with the most urgent petitions 
from thousands of respectable and influential citi- 
zens asking their repeal. In the progress of the 
several centuries which preceded this date, the 
morals of the established clergy had become a by- 
word and a disgrace to the Christian name. They 
were, in the majority of instances drunken, idle and 
debauched. Numerous dissenters of intelligence, 
piety, and wealth had gradually immigrated into the 
State ; and at the period of Mr. Jefterson's activity 
in the legislature, they formed an important portion 
of the community. The Presbyterians especially 
had attained a high position in point of importance, 
wealth and social influence, in many portions of the 
commonwealth. 

"With this large class of citizens the labors of Mr. 
Jefferson met with much favor. They supported 
him with numerous petitions to the legislature. The 
opposing faction, long secure in its prerogatives, 
and undisturbed in its domination, awoke from its 
lethargy, fiercely fought against the project of 
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change, and presented nnmerons memorials against 
the proposed reforms. Many arguments were urged 
by the supporters of the established religion, the 
most cogent of which was that the Episcopal clergy 
had entered on their livings with the understanding, 
on the part of the government, that they should 
hold them for life ; and that, though the form of 
government had been changed, yet the tenure of 
these rights was as sacred as that by which the citi- 
zens held their private property. 

The conflict between the advocates of conserva- 
tism and 'progress in the legislature was violent in 
the extreme. Mr. Jefferson describes them as hav- 
ing been the most furious in which he had ever 
engaged. Nor were the efforts of his opponents 
without effect ; for so vigorous was their resistance 
that they compelled him to change his position from 
the absolute to the partial abolition of the establish- 
ment. He eventually succeeded in obtaining the 
passage of a law, which removed the penalty which 
had formerly been inflicted for maintaining irreli- 
gious opinions, for refusing to attend church, and 
for the exercise of any other than the established 
mode of religious worship. He also obtained the 
exemption of dissenters from contributing to the 
support of the established church. But Mr. Jefferson 
8 
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was not a man to yield in the full accomplishment 
of his purposes, to any degree of opposition. He 
accordingly persisted in his endeavors for three suc- 
cessive years, until at last, by unwearied exertions, 
he succeeded in attaining his end in the final passage 
of a law which enacted that no general assessment 
should be established by law, on any one, either for 
the support of the Church of England, or for that of 
other sects ; but that every one should be permitted 
to exercise his own free will in reference to the 
maintenance of any form of religious service. The 
passage of this law not only overthrew the power 
of the Church of England in Virginia, but it esta- 
blished religious liberty on the fullest and largest 
basis. It is true that he was at that time not a 
member of the legislature, but the governor of the 
State; yet it was well understood that the final 
triumph of the measure was secured through his 
infiuence, by his assistance, and in accordance with 
his wishes. 

The next measure of reform proposed by Mr. 
Jefferson had reference to the slave-trade. His 
opinions on this important subject were that the 
emancipation of the slaves, accompanied with their 
colonization, was practicable. But his efforts at this 
period were not directed to the attainment of this 
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result ; for he nndoabtedly perceived that the period 
for the accomplishment of so radical a measure had 
not yet arrived. But he proposed a law abolishing 
the foreign slave-trade ; and in tlie attainment of 
this result he was eminently useful and successful ; 
a law making the foreign slave-trade piracy having 
finally passed the legislature in 1778. 

The honor of having led the van in this great re- 
form, among all the nations of the earth, belongs to 
Virginia ; and the honor of having proposed and 
accomplished this result in Virginia belongs to Mr. 
Jefferson. The praise of priority in this matter 
has long been claimed for Mr. Wilberforce, and for 
Great Britain ; but the claim is unjust. It was in 
1791 that Mr. Wilberforce introduced his bill to 
abolish the Foreign Slave Trade into the English 
parliament. He &iled in carrying his motion 
through both branches of the legislature, during 
fourteen successive years; until he triumphed at 
last on the 25th of March, 1807. In March, 1792, 
Denmark passed a similar law, interdicting the slave- 
trade on the part of Danish subjects after January, 
1803. Sweden passed a similar law in 1813 ; Neth- 
erland in 1814. Bonaparte forbade the traffic in 1815. 
Spain followed with a prohibitory decree in 1816, 
to take effect in 1820 ; and Portugal did the same in 
1828. Thus it appears that the credit of leading ilie 
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way in this great and beneficent revolution belongs 
to Virginia, acting under the promptings and guid- 
ance of Thomas Jefferson ; inasmuch as her statute 
on the subject was passed, and went into full and 
permanent operation in 1778, and consequently long 
prior to any of the rest 
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CHAPTER V. 

rsoppBiTioir TO codify thi laws or riBGnnA — a comvittbi appoivtkd 

^OB THB PUBPOSB — MB. JBPFBBSON's POBTIOB OP THK TASK — CHANGB8 
Dl THB LAW or DB8CBBT8— OHANGBS DT THB CBIMIBAL LAW— BBBTIiro OF 
THB OOMXITTBB — THBIB RBPOBT TO THB LEQIRLATUBB — LBADINO RB- 
F0BK8 INTRODUCBD BY KB. JBrrBBSOH IHTO THB CODB — RBLIGIOFS 
FBBBDOM^ABOLrriOB Or 8LATBRY — OBBBBAL 8Y8TBK Or EDUOATIOli^- 
fHB CAPTITB ARMY Or BUB60YHB QUARTBRBD AT OHARLOTTBSYILLB — 
POPVLAB BXCITBMBBT — USBrUL ABD BBBBTOLBNT AOTIYITY Or JBrrBB- 
SOH IB BBrBBBBCB TO THB 0APTIYB8. 

Mr. Jefferson deserves to occupy the first place 
among the eminent men who have labored to repub 
licanize the institutions of America, both those of 
the Federal government and those of the States. 
Having succeeded in introducing those important 
reforms into Virginia which have been described in 
the foregoing chapter, he proceeded on the 24th of 
October, 1776, to introduce a bill providing for the 
appointment of a committee of five persons, who 
should prepare a new code of laws for the govern- 
ment of the State, by revising, altering, amending, 
and repealing what already existed, or by adding 
new enactments thereto. This measure was in sub- 
stance providing for the erection of an entirely new 
system of laws in the State, and the total destruction 
8* 
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of the civil, political, and religious institutions of 
the past. 

The committee appointed by the joint ballot of 
. both houses of the legislature to perform this im- 
portant task, were Mr. Jefferson as chairman, Ed- 
mund Pendleton, George "Wythe, George Mason, 
and Thomas Ludwell Lee. So important were the 
duties entrusted to this committee supposed to be, 
that the legislature excused Mr. Wythe from his 
attendance in Congress, in order to enable him to 
perform the more responsible labors which devolved 
upon him as a member of this committee. The 
committee appointed their first meeting at Frede- 
ricksburg on the ensuing 13th of January, for the 
purpose of making a distribution of the respective 
portions of their onerous work. 

When the committee met, the arrangement which 
was adopted threw the most difficult and laborious 
portion of the work on the shoulders of Mr. Jeffer- 
son. To him was committed the codification of the 
Common Law and of the British statutes down to 
the period of James L, when a separate legislature 
was first introduced into Virginia. The same stat- 
utes from the reign of James L to the then existing 
period were committed to Mr. Wythe. The statutes 
of Virginia already in existence were consigned to 
Mr. Pendleton. The two remaining members oi 
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the committee resigned without taking any share in 
the work, on the ground that they were not lawyers, 
and therefore not competent to the duties which 
would have devolved upon them. No substitutes 
were ever appointed in their place ; and the whole 
of this immense labor was performed, in about two 
years, by the three remaining members of the com- 
mittee. 

The department of criminal law and the law of 
descents both fell within the range of Mr. Jefferson's 
task ; and he embraced the opportunity thus afford- 
ed to impress upon both, the peculiar sentiments 
which he entertained on those subjects. In speaking 

• 

of his labors in a letter to Mr. Wythe, in November, 
1778, he said : " In style I have aimed at accuracy, 
brevity and simplicity, preserving however the very 
words of the established law, whether their meaning 
had been sanctioned by judicial decisions or ren- 
dered technical by usage. The same matter, if 
couched in modem statutory language, with all its 
tautologies, redundancies, and circumlocutions, 
would have spread itself over many pages, and been 
unintelligible to those whom it concerns." When 
re-enacting English statutes he took care not to 
change their ancient diction, lest he should give 
rise to new disputes by introducing new phriaseology ; 
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at the same time avoiding all useless amplification 
of language. 

In regard to the criminal law, Mr. Jefferson 
adopted the fundamental rule to recommend penal- 
ties not repugnant to benevolence, to abolish the bar- 
barous remains of ancient usages and punishments, 
and to inflict death only for the crimes of murder 
and treason. At that period the penal code of Eng- 
land affixed the penalty of death to two hundred 
different offenses. The humanity therefore which 
Mr. Jefferson recommended was at that time the 
more remarkable, as it was so far in advance of the 
age in which he lived. 

The changes which he introduced into the law of 
descents were radical and extreme. He proposed to 
abolish the law of primogeniture, and to make real 
estate heritable in equal partition by the next of kin, 
as personal property already was by the statute of 
distribution. This project, which harmonized with 
the acts of the legislature already adopted on the 
subject, was violently opposed by Mr. Pendleton, 
who was also one of the committee ; but Mr. Jeffer- 
son persisted in his purpose, and introduced this 
reform fully and prominently into the new code. 

After the continued labors of two years the com- 
mittee assembled in February, 1779, at Williams- 
burg, to review, approve, and consolidate their 
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respective labors into one general and complete 
report. Day after day the several parts were read^ 
examined, criticised, altered, amended and confirm- 
ed according to the decision of the majority of the 
committee. They had embodied in their labors all 
the Common Law, all the British statutes, and all 
the existing laws of Virginia ; and had condensed 
this vast mass of jurisprudence into a single printed 
folio volume of ninety pages only, comprising one 
hundred and twenty-six bills. 

On the 18th of June, 1779, the committee of 
revision reported the results of their labors to the 
general assembly. These were not adopted in a 
mass, but single portions were taken up from time 
to time, discussed and approved. It was not till 
1785, after the conclusion of the Kevolutionary war, 
that the whole code had received the sanction of 
law. The peculiar and most remarkable principles 
which Mr. Jefferson elaborated, and incorporated 
into this code, were important in the highest degree, 
and indicate the great originality and boldness of 
his views. In addition to the repeal of the law of 
entails which he introduced into the code, and the 
abrogation of the law of primogeniture, together 
with the equal division of inheritances among 
children, he asserted the right of expatriation, or a 
republican definition of the terms on which aliens 
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may become citizens, and citizens may make them* 
selves aliens. He also proposed the establishment 
of religious equality and liberty upon the broadest 
foundation. He advised the emancipation of all the 
slaves born in Virginia after the passage of the act, 
and their colonization or deportation at a proper age. 
This measure was entirely stricken out by the legis- 
lature. He recommended the abolition of capital 
punishment in all cases except treason and murder; 
and the graduation of all other punishments upon 
the principle of humanity and reason. He devised 
the establishment of a systematic plan of general 
education, reaching to all classes of the citizens, and 
adapted to every grade of capacity. This portion 
of his labors was not carried into effect by the legis- 
lature. 

The act providing for the establishment of relig- 
ious freedom is the most remarkable and praisewor- 
thy of all Mr. Jefferson's productions, except the 
Declaration of Independence ; and it exhibits the 
largeness and liberality of his views in the most 
impressive manner. It was the work which stood 
second in the author's own estimation of all his 
labors ; and he proudly ordered that a reference to 
it should be inscribed upon his tombstone. And yet 
it was with very considerable difficulty that he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining its passage by the legislature. 



OF THOMAS JSFFER80R. 95 

That portion however of Mr. Jefferson's labors as 
a codifier in which he took the greatest interest, 
which met with the fiercest opposition, and in the 
establishment of which he was totally defeated, had 
reference to the domestic slave-trade. He himself 
declared that on that subject he coald scarcely write 
or speak temperately. His proposed law provided 
that after a certain period all negroes bom in the 
State should be free, and afterward at an adult age 
be transported to some foreign colony. As his 
opinions on this subject are of great interest and 
importance, the following extract from his own 
writings are quoted. It was penned at the age of 
seventy-seven, and shows that the progress of many 
years had made no change in his sentiments. Says 
he : " The principles of the amendment, however, 
were agreed on in the committee, that is to say, the 
freedom of all bom afker a certain day, and depor- 
tation at a proper age. But it was found that the 
public mind would not yet bear the proposition, nor 
will it bear it even at this day, (1821.) Yet the day 
is not distant when it must bear and adopt it, or 
worse will follow. Nothing is more certainly written 
in the book of fate than that these people are to be free ; 
nor is it less certain^ that the two races, equally free, 
cannot live in the same government. fTature, habit 
and opinion, have drawn indelible lines of distinc- 
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tion between them. It is still in our power to direct 
the process of emancipation and deportation, peace- 
ably, and in such slow degree, as that the evil will 
wear off insensibly, and their place be, pari pawu^ 
filled up by free white laborers. I^ on the contrary, 
it is left to force itself on, human nature must shud- 
der at the prospect held up. We should in vain 
look for an example in the Spanish deportation or 
deletion of the Moors. This precedent would fell 
&r short of our case." 

The bill providing for the introduction of a gene^ 
ral system of education contains three prominent 
and remarkable divisions. It proposed the esta1> 
lishment of elementary schools throughout the 
State, for all children generally, without distinctiou 
of rich or poor. It recommended the erection of 
colleges, or more properly speaking, of academies 
in each district, to impart a middle range of instrao- 
tion. It advised the creation and endowment of a 
general university, wherein the highest and ultimate 
grade of instruction should be given. An addition 
which he added to this bill called for the establisb- 
ment of a public library, and a gallery for the exhi- 
bition of paintings and sculptures. The first portion 
only of the bill, providing for the establishment of 
elementary schools, received the approbation of the 
legislature. 
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Haying coucluded his labors as a codifier, and 
having obtained the authority of law for a large 
portion of his bills, Mr. Jeflferson's agency as a 
legislator for the present ceased. Nor should it be 
forgotten that these elaborate researches were carried 
on, and these legislative reforms were effected, at a 
period when the whole country, and Virginia par- 
ticularly, was convulsed by the vicissitudes of a 
desperate, protracted and uncertain conflict. The 
storms of the revolutionary war were then raging, 
and many dark and gloomy hours harassed the 
spirit of this faithful and devoted servant of the 
popular interests and supremacy. But none of these 
things diverted his attention from the important 
task which he had assumed. To this day the laws, 
legislation and jurisprudence of Virginia bear upon 
fheir front the deep and inefiaceable impress of the 
master mind and the indefatigable industry of Tho- 
mas Jefferson. 

In January, 1779, an incident occurred of a more 
personal nature, which serves to illustrate clearly 
the qualities of Mr. Jefferson's disposition, and 
which proves that his views of reform and ameliora- 
tion were not theories merely, but were substantial 
and practical realities. After the capture of Bur- 
goyne by General Gates, four thousand British 

troops became prisoners of war. At first they were 
9 
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quartered at Boston. After twelve months they 
were removed to Charlottesville in Virginia, six 
miles from Monticello. This arrival in their midst 
threw the inhabitants of that district into the utmost 
terror. The scarcity of provisions and other causes 
induced them to imagine that the presence of this 
large force would lead to a famine. 

Mr. Jefterson immediately exerted himself to 
quell the popular excitement. He assisted in the 
erection of capacious barracks, in establishing suita- 
ble accommodations for the officers, and in providing 
rations for the troops. Soon the residence of the 
prisoners became the abode of comfort and content^ 
ment. He frequently entertained the officers at 
Monticello. His large and valuable library was at 
their disposal. Gradually the presence of these 
captive troops was found to be a great advantage 
and profit to the surrounding planters, and universal 
contentment reigned. At this period Patrick Henry, 
then Governor of the State, fomied the resolution 
to order the removal of these troops from Charlottes- 
ville to another location. This step would have 
been exceedingly impolitic and unwise. The whole 
community revolted against it, loud complaints were 
made both by the people and by the troops, and a 
riot was apprehended. 

At this crisis Mr. Jeffisrson addressed an energetic 
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appeal to Governor Heury, urging the relinqnish- 
ment of the proposed change, at great length. The 
governor and his council carefully deliberated on 
the arguments of Mr. Jefferson, and finally concluded 
to acquiesce in his views. His agency in this mat^^v 
ter won for him the enthusiastic applause of the 
whole people in the neighborhood of Monticello, 
and especially were the officers of the British troops, 
who had derived so many advantages from the 
proximity of Mr. Jefferson, intensely grateful. 
Some of these were Hessians, and many years after- 
ward, when Mr. Jefferson was traveling in Germany, 
he had the pleasure of meeting some of these officers 
again, and of receiving their demonstrations of 
gratitude and esteem. When the foreign officers 
eventually left Charlottesville, they addressed letters 
of acknowledgment to their benefactor, which indi- 
cated how greatly they considered themselves under 
obligations to him. 

The communication addressed by Mr. Jefferson 
on this occasion to Governor Henry, is so peculiar in 
its style and spirit, that we will here introduce a 
portion of it. It is as follows : 

" It is for the benefit of mankind to mitigate the 
horrors of war as much as possible. The practice, 
therefore, of modern nations of treating captive ene- 
mies with politeness and generosity, is not only 
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delightful in contemplation, but really interesting 
to all the world, friends, foes, and neutrals. Let us 
apply this : the officers, after considerable hardships, 
have all procured quarters, comfortable and satis- 
fitctory to them. In order to do this, they were 
obliged, in many instances, to hire houses for a year, 
certain, and at such exorbitant rents, as were suffi- 
cient to tempt independent owners ta go out of 
them, and shift as they could. These houses, in most 
cases, were much out of repair. They have repaired 
them at a considerable expense. One of the gene- 
ral officers has taken a place for two years, advanced 
the rent for the whole time, and been obliged, more- 
over, to erect additional buildings, for the accom- 
modation of a part of his family, for which there 
was not room in the house rented. Independent of 
the brickwork, for the carpentry of these additional 
buildings I know he is to pay fifteen hundred dol- 
lars. - The same gentleman, to my knowledge, has 
paid to one person three thousand six hundred and 
seventy dollars, for diflferent articles, to fix himself 
commodiously. They have, generally, laid in their 
stocks of grain, and other provisions ; for it is well 
known that officers do not live on their rations. 
They have purchased cows, sheep, &c. ; set into 
fiunning ; prepared their gardens, and have a pros- 
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pect of quiet and comfort before them. To turn to 
the soldiers — the environs of the barracks are de- 
lightful, the ground cleared, laid off in hundreds of 
gardens, each inclosed in its separate paling ; these 
well prepared, and exhibiting a fine appearance. 
General Beid&el alone laid out upward of two 
hundred pounds in garden seeds for the German 
troops only. Judge what an extent of ground these 
seeds would cover. There is little doubt, that their 
own gardens will furnish them with a great abund- 
ance of vegetables through the year. Their poultry, 
pigeons, and other preparations of that kind, present 
to the mind the idea of a company of farmers, rather 
than a camp of soldiers. In addition to the bar- 
racks built for them by the public, and now very 
comfortable, they have built great numbers for 
themselves, in such messes as fancied each othet* ; 
and the whole corps, both officers and men, seem now 
happy and satisfied with their situation. Having 
thus found the art of rendering captivity itself com- 
fortable, and carried it into execution, at their own 
great expense and labor, their spirits sustained by 
the prospect of gratifications rising before their eyes, 
does not every sentiment of humanity revolt against 
the proposition of stripping them of all this, and 
removing them into new situations, where, from the 
9* 
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advanced season of the year, no preparations can be 
made for carrying themselves comfortably through 
the heats of summer ; and when it is known that 
the necessary advances for the conveniences already 
provided, have exhausted their funds, and left them 
unable to make the like exertions anew ?" 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MR. JEFl^RSON ELIfiCTSD GOTEBITOR OF YtROINIA — HIS MBASURB8 OP RB- 
TALIATION VPON THX BRITISH — ▲RRB8T OF HKHRT HAlflLTOK—WASHIIIO. 
TON APPROTBS OF JBFFBRSON'S XBASURBS — TARLTON's INVASION OF 
YIROINTA — JBPFBRSON'S ACTIVITY — HIS LETTER TO WASHINGTUN — ATTACIC 
OF THE BRITISH ON RI0HM0ND-HICHBVB8 TO CAPTURB ARNOLD — THBIB 
FAILURE — ATTEMPT OF THB BRITISH TO TAKB JEFFERSON AT MONTICELLO 
— HIS ESCAPE — EFFORTS VADE TO IMPEACH JEFFERSON IN THB LEOISLA- 
TURE — THEIR DEFEAT — JEFFBRSON'B DEFBN8B OF HIS OFFICIAL ACTS. 

On withdrawing from tbe legislature of Virginia, 
Mr. Jefferson was complimented with the highest 
trust within their gift. He was elected governor 
of the State, This event took place on the 1st of 
June, 1779. 

One of the first steps which the new governor 
took was of a retributoiy nature toward the fierce 
and implacable foes who were then ravaging the 
land, laboring to crush the liberties of the people, 
and striving to destroy their military defenders. 
The generous example of their conduct toward the 
captive army of Burgoyne, was now totally lost upon 
them. The American oflicers and soldiers who had 
been taken prisoners were loaded with chains. 
They were cbnfined in crowded and filthy dungeons 
and prison ships. Their food was pernicious and 
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detestable. Many had been transported, tried, con- 
victed, and punished in England. Mr. Jefferson 
determined at this crisis to try the effect of a just 
severity upon those prisoners then in his power, in 
order to soften the measures puraued by the foe. The 
cruel and rapacious governor of Detroit, Henry 
Hamilton, was then in the hands of the Americans, 
together with Philip Dejean, a justice of the peace 
of Detroit, and William Lamotte, a captain, all of 
whom had been taken prisoners by Col. Clarke at 
Fort Vincennes, and brought under guard to "Wil- 
liamsburg. These men had been notorious for their 
great barbarity toward the Americans. Hamilton 
especially had been unequalled for his crimes of 
blood. He had spurred on the Indians to acts of the 
utmost cruelty to the settlers ; and to increase the 
number of murders he had given a high reward for 
scalps, and had refused all rewards for prisoners. 
All of these men had rendered themselves notorious 
for the scalping parties which they had organized 
and led over the frontier settlements, in which ex- 
cursions they had butchered, with indiscriminate 
ferocity, men, women, and children.* 

To punish these villains, and to strike a whole- 
some terror into their former associates, Mr. Jeffer- 
son ordered that they should be put in irons, con- 

* Yid« Jefif«i'6uii*0 Works. Vol. I. Appendix, note A. 
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£ned in a dangeon in the pablic prison, deprived of 
all use of pen, ink and paper, and be forbidden to 
bold communication with any one except their 
keepers. 

These decisive steps received the unqualified ap- 
probation of General Washitigton. He thought it 
highly desirable that at least one solemn proof 
should be given, that the patriots of the Revolution 
could be just as well as generous. That proof could 
again be repeated, should a repetition be deemed 
advisable. The first effect which these measures 
produced upon the British was to retaliate. They 
published a declaration that no ofiicer of the Virginia 
line should be exchanged as long as Hamilton and 
his friends retnainea in captivity. As soon as Jef- 
ferson received information of this resolution, he 
ordered all exchange of British prisoners to be 
stopped. He intended to retain them as pledges for 
the security of the captive patriots. A prison ship 
was fitted up for their especial accommodation. 
Special means were used to ascertain the kind of 
treatment the Americans received at the hands of 
their captors. The final result of this retaliative 
process on both sides was precisely such as Mr. Jeffer- 
son had anticipated. The appeals of the British 
prisoners to their own countrymen became so urgent 
and so pertinacious, that the latter were at last 
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compelled to yield, to treat the American captives' 
with the humanity required by the laws of civilized 
warfare, and by so doing to secure the comfort of 
those minions of the British despot who had &llea 
into the hands of the patriots. 

The period of the memorable invasion of Virginia, 
by the notorious Tarlton now arrived. His patht 
way through the young commonwealth was marked 
by blood and rapine. Terror spread rapidly 
throughout the whole community; but the preva- 
lence of terror did not prevent those who were in- 
imminent danger from arousing themselves to ener- 
getic deeds of fortitude and self-defense. At this 
crisis very great responsibility lay upon Mr. Jeffer- 
son as the chief magistrate of the State. He em- 
ployed all his influence and abilities to provide 
proper means of protection against the common foe. 
He called upon the legislature to act with prompt- 
ness and decision. That body immediately clothed 
the governor with extraordinary powers. The sum- 
mer of 1779 passed away in repeated alarms, and in 
hurried preparations for resistance. On the 11th 
of June Mr. Jefferson addressed the following letter 
to General Washington, advising him of the critical 
state of affairs in the State, and the surrounding 
colonies : 

^^Our intelligence from the southward is most 
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liBLinentably defective. Though Charleston has now 
been in the hands of the enemy nearly a month, we 
hear nothing of their movements which can be relied 
upon. Kumors say they are penetrating northward. 
To remedy this defect, I shall immediately establish 
a line of expresses from hence to a neighborhood of 
their army, and send thither a sensible, jadicions 
person, to give us information of their movements. 
This intelligence will, I hope, be conveyed at the 
rate of one hundred and twenty miles in the twenty- 
four hours. They set out to their stations to-mor- 
row. I wish it were possible that a like speedy line 
of communication could be formed from hence to 
your excellency's head-quarters. Perfect and speedy 
information of what is passing in the south, might 
put it in your power perhaps to frame your measures 
by theirs. There is really nothing to oppose the 
enemy northward, but the cautious principle of the 
military art. JJorth Carolina is without arms. They 
do not abound with us. Those we have are freely 
imparted to them; but such is the state of their 
resources that they have not been able to move a 
single musket from this State to theirs. All the 
wagons we can collect here have been furnished to 
the Baron de Ealb, and are assembled for the march 
of 2500 men under General Stevens, of Culpepper, 
who will move on the 19th inst. I have written to 
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Congress to hasten supplies of arms and military 
stores for the southern States, and particularly to aid 
us with cartridge papqr and boxes, the want of 
which articles, small as they are, renders our stores 
useless. The want of money cramps every effort. 
This will be supplied by the most unpalatable of all 
substitutes, force. Your excellency will readily 
conceive that, after the loss of one army, our eyes 
are turned toward the other, and that we comfort 
ourselves with the hope that, if any aids can be fur* 
nished by you, without defeating the operations 
more beneficial to the Union, they will be furnished. 
At the same time, I am happy to find that the wishes 
of the people go no further, as far as I have an op- 
portunity of hearing their sentiments. Could arms 
be furnished, I think this State and North Carolina 
would embody from ten to fifteen thousand militia 
immediately, and more if necessary. I hope ere 
long to be able to give you a more certain statement 
of the enemy's as well as our own situation." 

On the 30th of December Mr. Jefterson received 
information that twenty-seven British ships had 
entered the capes of Virginia on the preceding day; 
He immediately sent General Nelson to the lower 
counties of the State, for the purpose of calling out 
the militia. The fleet proceeded up James river. 
On the 3d of January, 1780, it anchored at James* 



OP THOMAg JXTFEESOir. 100 

town. At WestoTer one thoasand men were landed 
under the command of the traitor Arnold, and they 
proceeded at once toward Richmond. This was a 
complete surprise ; for no attack at that point had 
been expected, and all the militia had been marched 
to Williamsburg. The legislature immediately dis- 
persed. When the British were at Four Mile Creek, 
twelve miles from Bichmond, Mr. Jefferson also 
deserted the capital at seven o'clock at night He 
proceeded to join his &mily at Tuckahoe, eight 
miles from Richmond. There he remained until 
the approach of the enemy compelled him to retreat 
to Manchester. While halting at this place he was 
visited by some of the citizens of Richmond, who 
conveyed an offer from Arnold not to bum the town, 
provided the tobacco there deposited was delivered 
up to the possession of the foe. This offer was in- 
stantly rejected. As soon as Arnold reached Rich- 
mond, he destroyed the cannon foundry, and a large 
quantity of tobacco as well as many public 
and private buildings were burned. He then re- 
turned to his ships after an excursion of forty-eight 
hours; and committing deeds which will involve 
his name in eternal in&my, as the foe and assailant 
of his native land. Immediately after the departure 
of Arnold from Richmond, Mr. Jefferson devised a 
scheme for the capture of the traitor. He addressed 
10 
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the following letter to General Muhlenberg on the 
fiubject: 

" Sir : Acquainted as you are with the treasons 
of Arnold, I need say nothing for your information, 
or to give you a proper sentiment of them. You 
will readily suppose that it is above all things desira- 
ble to drag him from those under whose wing he is 
now sheltered. On his march to and from this 
place, I am certain it might have been done with 
facility, by men of enterprise and firmness. I think 
it may still be done, though perhaps not quite so 
easily. Having peculiar confidence in the men from 
the western side of the mountains, I meant, as soon 
as they should come down, to get the enterprise 
proposed to a chosen number of them, such whose 
courage and whose fidelity would be above all doubt. 
Your perfect knowledge of these men personally, 
and my confidence in your discretion, induce me to 
ask you to seek from among them proper characters, 
in such numbers as you think best; to reveal to 
them our desire ; and engage them to undertake to 
seize and bring ofi;* this greatest of all traitors. 
Whether this may be best effected by their going in 
as friends, and awaiting their opportunity, or other- 
wise, is left to themselves. The smaller the number 
the better, so that they may be sufiicient to manage 
him. Every necessary caution must be used on their 
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part, to prevent a discovery of their design by the 
enemy. I will undertake, if they are successful in 
bringing him off alive, that they shall receive five 
thousand guineas reward among them ; and to men 
formed for such an enterprise, it must be a great 
incitement to know that their names will be recorded 
with glory in history, with those of Vanwert, Pauld- 
ing, and Williams." 

The guilty fears of Arnold rendered him doubly 
cautious, and the plan of his capture was not success- 
ful. Nevertheless Jefferson was not disheartened, 
but devised a second trap, in which he was to receive 
the assistance of General Washington and the 
French fleet. That plan was to block up the river 
by means of the land and naval forces of the patriots 
as to completely hem in the foe, and eventually to 
secure bis capture. But the arrival of a British 
squadron of superior size drove the French fleet 
from the Chesapeake, and again defeated the plan 
of Jefferson for the capture of the arch-traitor. 

Arnold having retreated from Virginia, Lord 
Comwallis immediately afterward entered the State 
from the south. The legislature convened at Char- 
lottesville on the 28th of May, and soon began to 
discuss and adopt measures of vigorous resistance. 
The very day the legislature assembled, Mr. Jeffer- 
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son addressed the following letter to General Wash^ 
ington: 

^^I have just been advised, he says, that tha 
British have evacuated Petersburg, beenjoinedbja 
considerable reinforcement from New York, and 
crossed James River at "Westover. They were, on the 
26th instant, three miles advanced toward Richmond, 
at which place Major-General the Marquis Fayette 
lay with three thousand men, regulars and militia, 
that being the whole number we could arm, until 
the arrival of the 1100 stand of arms from Rhode 
Island, which are about this time at the place where 
our public stores are deposited. The whole force 
of the enemy within this State, from the best intelli- 
gence I have been able to get, is, I think, about 
7000 men, including Jhe garrison left at Portsmouth. 
A number of privateers, which are constantly ravag- 
ing the shores of our rivers, prevent us from receiv- 
ing any aid from the couiities lying on navigable 
waters ; and powerful operations meditated against 
our western frontier, by a joint force of British and 
Indian savages, have, as your excellency beforie 
knew, obliged us to embody between two and three 
thousand men in that quarter. Your excellency 
will judge from this state of things, and from what 
you know of your own country, what it may prob»* 
bly sufier during the present campaign. Should 
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the enemy be able to obtain no opportunity of anni- 
hilating the marquis's army, a small proportion of 
their force may yet restrain his movements effectu- 
ally, while' the greater part is employed in detach- 
ments to waste an unarmed country, and lead the 
minds of the people to acquiesce under those events 
which they see no human power prepared to 
ward off. We are too fer removed from the other 
scenes of war, to say whether the main force of the 
enemy be within this State; but I suppose they 
cannot any where spare so great an army for the 
operations of the field. Were it possible for this 
circumstance to justify, in your excellency, a deter- 
mination to lend us your personal aid, it is evident 
from the universal voicBj that the presence of .their 
beloved countryman, whose talents have so long 
been successfully employed in establishing the free- 
dom of kindred States^ to whose person they hkve 
still flattered themselves they retained some right, 
and have ever looked upon as their dernier resort in 
distress; that your appearance, among them, I say, 
would restore full confidence of salvation, and would 
render them equal to whatever is not impossible. I 
cannot undertake to foresee and obviate the diffi- 
culties which lie in the way of such a resolution. 
The whole subject is befbre you, of which I see only 
detached parts. Should the danger of the State, 
10* 
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and its consequences to the Union, be such as to 
render it best for the whole that you should repair 
to its assistance, the difficulty would then be how to 
keep men out of the field. I have undertaken to 
hint this matter to your excellency, not only on my 
own sense of its importance to us, but at the solici- 
tation of many members of weight in our legislature, 
which has not yet assembled to speak its own desires. 
A few days will bring to me that relief, which the 
Constitution has prepared for those oppressed with 
the labors of my office ; and a long declared resolu- 
tion of relinquishing it to abler hands, has prepared 
my way for retirement to a private station ; still, as 
an individual, I should feel the comfortable efiects 
of your presence, and have (what I thought could 
not have been) an additional motive for that grati- 
tude, esteem and respect, which I have long felt for 
your excellency/' 

It was at this period that Tarlton made his famous 
attempt to surprise and capture Mr. Jefferson at 
Monticello. Having approached within ten miles 
of that place with his whole force, he sent a detach- 
ment of horse rapidly in advance, under the coio^ 
mand of Captain McLeod, to accomplish that 
purpose. But several of Mr. Jefferson's friends had 
apprized him of his peril, and he was able to make 
his escape, about ten minutes before tlie arrival of 
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the foe. He rode rapidly on horseback through tho 
adjacent forests to the house of Edward Carter, six 
miles distant, and thus eluded the British. 

The following extract from the defense which was 
made by Mr. Jefferson against the charges which 
had been preferred against him, at once both vindi- 
cates him from the accusations of his foes, and 
exhibits the peculiar spirit with which he repelled 
their malignant attacks upon his honor and his 
&me. 

" M. de La Fayette, about this time, arrived at 
Richmond with some continental troops, with which, 
and the militia collected in the neighborhood, he 
continued to occupy that place, and the north bank 
of the river, while Phillips and Arnold held Man- 
chester and the south bank. But Lord Cornwallis, 
about the middle of May, joining them with the 
main southern army, M. de La Fayette was obliged 
to retire. The enemy crossed the river and ad- 
vanced up into the country, about fifty miles, and 
within thirty miles of Charlottesville, at which place 
the legislature being to meet in June, the governor 
proceeded to his seat at Monticello, two or three 
miles from it. His office was now near expiring — 
the country under invasion by a powerful army — no 
services but military of any avail — unprepared by 
his line of life and education for the command of 
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armies, he believed it right not to stand in the way 
of talents better fitted than his own to the circum- 
stances under which the country was placed. He, 
therefore, himself proposed to his friends in the 
legislature, that General Nelson, who commanded 
the militia of the state, should be appointed governor, 
as he was sensible that the union of the civil and 
military power in the same hands, at this time, 
would greatly facilitate military measures. This 
appointment accordingly took place on the 12th of 
June, 1781." 

After narrating the particulars of Tarlton's attempt 
to surprise him at Monticello, he thus comments on 
.« the charge which his enemies had founded on that 
enterprise : 

" This is the fiamous adventure of Carter's Moun- 
tain, which has been so often resounded through 
the slanderous chronicles of federalism. But they 
have taken care never to detail the facts, lest these 
should show that this favorite charge amounted to 
nothing more than that he did not remain in his 
bouse, and there singly fight a whole troop of horse, 
or suffer himself to be taken prisoner. Having 
accompanied his family one day's journey, he re* 
turned to Monticello. Tarlton had retired after 
eighteen hours* stay in Charlottesville. Mr. Jeffer- 
son then rejoined his family, and proceeded with 
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them to an estate he had in Bedford, about eighty 
miles south-west, where, riding on his form, somg 
time after, he was thrown from his horse, and disa* 
bled from riding on horseback for a considerable 
time. But Mr. Turner finds it more convenient to 
give him this fell, in his retreat before Tarlton, 
which had happened some weeks before, as a proof 
that he withdrew from a troop of horse with a pre- 
cipitancy which Don Quixotte would not have 
practiced. 

" The facts here stated most particularly, with 
date of time and place, are taken from the notes 
made by the writer hereof, for his own satisfaction 
at the time — ^the others are from memory, but so 
well recollected, that he is satisfied there is no ma- 
terial fact misstated. Should any person undertake 
to contradict any particular, on evidence which may 
at all merit the public respect, the writer will take 
the trouble (though not at all in the best situation 
for it) to produce the proofs in support of it. He 
finds, indeed, that of the persons whom he recollects 
to have been present on the occasion, few have sur^ 
vived the intermediate lapse of four and twenty 
years. Yet he trusts that some, as well as himself, 
are yet among the living ; and he is positively cer- 
tain that no man can falsify any material fact here 
stated. He well remembers, indeed, that there were 
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then, as there are at all times, some who blamed 
every thing done contrary to their own opinion, 
although their opinions were formed on a very 
partial knowledge of facts. The censures which 
have been hazarded by such men as Mr. Turner, 
are nothing but revivals of these half-informed 
opinions. Mr. George Nicholas, then a very young 
man, but always a very honest one, was prompted 
by these persons to bring specific charges against 
Mr. Jefferson. The heads of these, in writing, were 
communicated through a mutual friend to Mr. 
Jefferson, who committed to writing also the heads 
of justification on each of them. I well remember 
this paper, and believe the original of it still exists ; 
and though framed when every real fact was fresh in 
the knowledge of every one, this fabricated flight 
from Richmond was not among the charges stated 
in this paper, nor any charge against Mr. Jefferson 
for not fighting, singly, the troop of horse, Mr. 
Nicholas candidly relinquished further proceeding. 
The House of Representatives of Virginia pro- 
nounced an honorable sentence of entire approbation 
of Mr. Jefferson's conduct, and so much the more 
honorable, as themselves had been witnesses to it 
And Mr. George Nicholas took a conspicuous occa- 
sion afterward, of his own free will, and when the 
matter was entirely at rest, to retract publicly the 
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erroneons opinionB he had been led into on that 
occasion, and to make just reparation by a candid 
acknowledgment of them." 

While Mr. Jefferson was confined at Poplar For- 
est, his estate in Bedford, in consequence of the full 
from his horse, and was thereby incapable of any 
active employment, public or private. He occupied 
himself with answering the queries which Mons. de 
Marbois, then secretary of the French Legation to 
the United States, had submitted to him respecting 
the physical and political condition of Virginia ; 
which answers were afterward published by him, 
under the title of "Notes on Virginia." When we 
consider how difficult it is, even in the present day, 
to get an accurate knowledge of such details of our 
country, and how much greater the difficulty must 
have then been, we are surprised at the extent of 
the information which a single individual had been 
able to acquire, as to the physical features of the 
State— -the course, length and depth of its rivers, its 
zoolo^cal and botanical productions, its Indian 
tribes, itp statistics and its laws. After the lapse of 
more than half a century, by much the larger part 
of this work still ^ves us the fullest and most ac- 
curate information which we possess in reference to 
the subjects of which it treats. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

MB. JBFrBRSOir OHOBBir A PLIHIPOTBITTIART TO IHGLAND— BIATB OV MBCk 
JEFFBB805 — MISSION TO BMGLAND ABAHDONED— MR. JEFFBRSON BI.BCTBD 
A DBLBOATB TO C0X6RE88 — IMPR0TBMENT8 IH THE CURRBNCT — WA8HI5«« 
TON RB8IGN8 HIS COMMISSION TO 0OBGRBS8 AT ANNAPOLIS — THB DBFIM* 
TITE TREATY WITH ENGLAND— ANTI-SLATBRY ORDINANCES PROPOSED BT 
MR. JEFFERSON IN CONGRESS IN 1784 — HB IS APPOINTED PLBNIPOTBNTI- 
ART TO FRANCE— CONFBRBNCBS WITH THB FRBNCH MINISTBY — ^ATTBMPf 
TO NEGOTIATE A COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH GRBAT BRITAIN. 

On the 15th of June, 1781, Mr. Jefferson wa« 
chosen by Congress, in connection with Messrs. 
Adams, Franklin, Jay and Laurens, as minister^ 
plenipotentiary, to negotiate a peace which was then 
contemplated with England, through the mediation 
of Russia. He however declined the appointment 
The expected mediation of Russia never took place, 
and very soon the memorable capture of Cornwallis 
at Torktown rendered it unnecessary. The cause 
of tyranny became thereafter hopeless in the United 
Colonies, and the enemy was compelled at once to 
treat. On this important occasion Mr. Jeffersoa 
was again chosen to represent the interests of this 
country. This appointment he accepted, and among 
the motives which influenced him so to do, was one 
of a domestic and painful nature. 
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In September, 1782, Mrs. Jefferson died, and this 
bereavement prodnced a deep effect upon her hus- 
band's mind. He had three daughters who sunrived 
their mother, and to eveiy member of hU family 
he was tenderly attached. He supppsed that a 
change of scene might produce a ben^cial effect 
upon his spirits. Mrs. Randolph, his favorite 
daughter, thus speaks of the effect which the death 
of Mrs. Jefferson produced upon the mind of the 
subject of this memoir: 

^^ As a nurse, no female ever had more tenderness 
or anxiety. He nursed my poor mother, in turn, 
with aunt Carr and his own sisters ; sitting up with 
her, and administering her medicines and drink to 
the last For four months that she lingered, he 
was never out of calling. When not at her bed-side, 
he was writing in a small room that opened imme- 
diately at the head of her bed. A moment before 
the closing scene, he was led fix)m the room almost 
in a state of insensibility by his sister, Mrs. Carr, 
who with difficulty got him into his library, where 
he Mnted, and remained so long insensible, that 
they became apprehensive he never would revive. 
The scene that followed I did not witness ; but the 
violence of hisgrie^ (when, by stealth, I entered his 
room at night,) I dare not trust myself to describe. 
Ue kept his room three weeks, during which I was 
11 
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never a moment from his side. He walked almost 
incessantly, night and day, lying down only occi^ 
sionally, when nature was completely exhausted, ou 
a pallet, that had been brought in during his long 
fainting fit. My aunts remained constantly with 
him for some weeks ; I do not remember how many. 
When at last he left his room, he rode out and 
from that time he was incessantly on horseback, 
rambling about the mountains, in the least frequent- 
ed roads, and just as often through the woods." 

Having accepted the mission offered him by Con- 
gress, Mr. Jefferson started on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 1782, for Philadelphia. There he arrived after 
a journey of eight days. He proposed to embark 
at that place; but the French minister, M. Lucerne, 
offering him a passage in a frigate then lying below 
Baltimore, he proceeded thither. The ice still im- 
peded and suspended the navigation, and he was 
compelled to wait during several months. In the 
mean time, however, a provisional treaty of peace had 
been signed by the American commissioners on the 
8d of September ; and this event precluding the ne- 
cessity of the fiirther agency of the new commis- 
sioners, Mr. Jefferson returned on the 15th of May 
to Monticello. 

On the 6th of June, the Legislature of Virginia 
appointed him a delegate to Congress. He left 
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Monticello on the 16th of October, and arrived at 
Trenton, where Congress then sat, on the 4th of 
November. On the 25th of that month Congress 
adjourned to meet at Annapolis, the capital of 
Maryland; but it was not "until the 13th of Decem- 
ber that a quorum could be obtained. 

The first subject which engaged his attention as a 
member of this Congress, was that of the currency. 
The colonies had always experienced the want of 
a sufficient supply of the precious metals; and 
although their currency was nominally the same as 
that of the mother country, it had greatly depre- 
ciated, not only abroad, but even among the States 
themselves. A hundred pounds of English money 
were then equivalent to a hundred and thirty-three 
and a third pounds in Virginia and through New 
England. In other States the disproportion was 
still greater. The attention of Congress had been 
first called to this subject by Eobert Morris in 1782. 
That great financier made an elaborate report, show- 
ing the importance of a general standard value of 
money. At the session of Congress which then 
convened, the subject was referred to a committee, 
of which Mr. Jefferson was a member. He sug- 
gested a plan, in favor of which the committee 
eventually reported. This plan of arranging the 
currency was adopted by Congress during the fol- 
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lowing year. He suggested the introduction of the 
dollar as our unit of account and payment; and 
its division and subdivision in the decimal ratio, 
into dimes, cents, and mills. He proposed the same 
principle in the regulation of weights, measures, and 
distances. The plan has been found admirable in 
reference to the coin; but it has never been tried 
in regard to the other matters. 

On the 19th December General WashingtoH 
arrived at Annapolis for the purpose of resigning 
to Congress the high military command with which 
he had been intrusted, and which he had exercised 
with such success and glory. 

A committee, of which Mr. Jefferson wafe chair- 
man, was appointed to make arrangements for the 
occasion. The ceremony took place in the State 
House Hall, at 12 o'clock, on the 23d of December^ 
in the presence of all the officera of the federal and 
state governments and of numerous spectators. The 
moral grandeur of the scene, aud the patriotic exy 
ultation it was likely to call forth, could not sup^ 
press a feeling of tender melancholy on beholding 
that connection dissolved which had been the source 
of so much national pride and glory ; and many of 
the spectators, yielding to this emotion, melted into 
tears. The principal actors themselves, Oeneral 
"Washington and the president of Congress, General 
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Mifflin, were almost overpowered by their feelings. 
This closing act of the great drama made a deep 
impression on the whole American people, and 
forms one of the interesting subjects with which 
Trumbull's gifted pencil has adorned the Capitol at 
Washington. The addresses of the general, and of 
the president of Congress in reply to him, exhibit 
the same beautiftil simplicity, both as to thought and 
diction, which was suited to the occasion. That of 
the president, ascribed to the pen of Mr. Jefferson, 
is quoted as a specimen of his happiest manner. 

Sir : The United States, in Congress assembled, 
receive with emotions too affecting for utterance, the 
solemn resignation of the authorities under which 
you have led their troops with success through a 
perilous and doubtful war. Called upon by your 
country to defend its invaded rights, you accepted 
the sacred charge, before it had formed alliances, 
and whilst it was without funds, or a government to 
support you. You have conducted the great mili- 
tary contest with wisdom and fortitude, invariably 
regarding the rights of the civil power through all 
disasters and changes. Tou have, by the love and 
confidence of your fellow-citizens, enabled them to 
display their martial genius, and transmit their fame 
to posterity. You have persevered, till these United 
11* 
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States, aided by a magnanimous king and nation, 
have been enabled, under a just Providence, to close 
the war in freedom, safety and independence ; on 
which happy event we sincerely join you in con- 
gratulations. 

" Having defended the standard of liberty in this 
new World ; having taught a lesson useful to those 
who inflict, and to those who feel oppression, you 
retire from the great theatre of action, with the 
blessings of your fellow-citizens — ^but the glory of 
your virtues will not terminate with your military 
command, it will continue to animate remotest 
ages. 

'* We feel with you our obligations to the array 
in general, and will particularly charge ourselves 
with the interests of those confidential officers, who 
have attended your person to this afli^ecting moment. 

" We join you in commending the interests of our 
dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, 
beseeching him to dispose the hearts and minds of 
its citizens to improve the opportunity afltbrded 
them of becoming a happy and respectable nation. 
And for you we address to him our earnest prayers, 
that a life so beloved may be fostered with all his 
care; that your days may be happy as they have 
been illustrious ; and that be will finally give you 
that reward which this world cannot give." 
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Immediately after this eTent the definitiYe treaty 
with England arrived at Annapolis, and its prori- 
sions became the sobject of protracted arguments 
and discossions. In reference to this occasion Mr. 
Jefferson has said : '^ Our body was little numerous 
but very contentious. Day after day was wasted 
on the most unimportant questions. A member, 
one of those afflicted with the morbid rage of debate, 
of an ardent mind, prompt imagination, and copious 
flow of words, who heard with impatience any logic 
which was not his own, sitting near me, on some 
occasion of a trifling but wordy debate, asked me 
how I could sit in silence, hearing so much false 
reasoning, which a word should refute ? I observed 
to him, that to refute indeed was easy, but to 
silence impossible; that in measures brought for- 
ward by myself I took the laboring oar, as was in- 
cumbent on me ; but that in general I was willing 
to listen ; that if every sound argument or objection 
was used by some one or other of the numerous 
debaters, it was enough ; if not, I thought it suffi- 
cient to suggest the omission, without going into a 
repetition of what had been already said by others : 
that this was a waste and abuse of the time and 
patience of the house, which could not be justified. 
And I believe, that if the members of deliberative 
bodies were to observe this course generally, they 



128 THE LIFE AND TIMES 

would do in a day what takes them a week ; and it 
is really more qi^estionab'e than may at first be 
thought, whether Bonaparte's dumb legislature, 
which said nothing and did much, may not be 
preferable to one which talks much and does nothing. 
I served with General Washington in the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia, before the Revolution, and during 
it with Dr. Franklin in Congress; I never heard 
either of them speak ten minutes at a time, nor to 
any but the main point which was to decide the quea- 
tion. They laid their shoulders to the great points, 
knowing that the little ones would follow of them- 
selves. If the present Congress errs in too much 
talking, how can it be otherwise in a body to which 
the people send one hundred and fifty lawyers^ 
whose trade it is to question every thing, yield 
nothing, and talk by the hour ? That one' hundred 
and fiily lawyers should do business together ought 
not to be expected." 

At length, on the 14th of January, the delegates 
from nine States having arrived, the treaty was rati- 
fied without a dissenting voice. 

Subsequent to the conclusion of this important 
matter, on the Ist of March, 1784, a committee con4 
sisting of Messrs. Jefi*er8on, Chase of Maryland^ 
and Howell of Rhode Island, reported to Congress 
the following celebrated ordinance for the govern- 
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ment of all the national territory lying beyond the 
limits of the thirteen States, and not merely the 
North- Western Territory, and far the ezcltision of 
%lavery therefrom* 

^^ Mesolvedj That the territory ceded or to be ceded 
by individual States to the United States, whenso- 
ever the same shall have been purchased of the 
Indian inhabitants and offered for sale by the Unit- 
ed States, shall be formed into additional States, 
bounded in the following manner, as nearly as such 
cessions will admit ; that is to say, northwardly and 
southwardly by parallels of latitude, so that each 
State shall comprehend from south to north two 
d^rees of latitude, beginning to count from the 
completion of thirty-one degrees north of the 
equator; but any territory northwardly of the 
forty-seventh degree shall make part of the State 
next below. And eastwardly and westwardly they 
shall be bounded, those on the Mississippi, by 
that river on one side and the meridian of the low- 
est point of the rapids of the Ohio on the otiier; 
and those adjoining on the east, by the same meri- 
dian on their western side, and on their eastern 
by the meridian of the western cape of the mouth 
ot the great E[anawha. And the territory eastv\^ard 
of this last meridian, between the Ohio, Lake Erie, 
and Pennsylvania, shall be one State. 
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" That the settlers within the territory so to be 
purchased and offered for sale shall, either on their 
own petition or on the order of Congress, receive 
authority from them, with appointments of time and 
place, for their free males of full age to meet to- 
gether for the purpose of establishing a temporary 
government, to adopt the constitution and laws of 
any one of these States, so that such laws neverthe- 
less shall be subject to alteration by their ordinary 
Legislature, and to erect, subject to a like alteration, 
counties or townships for the election of members 
for their legislature. 

"That such temporary government shall only 
continue in force in any State until it shall have 
acquired twenty thousand free inhabitants, when, 
giving the due proof thereof to Congress, they shall 
receive from them authority, with appointments of 
time and place, to call a convention of representa- 
tives to establish a permanent constitution and 
government for themselves; provided, that both 
the temporary and permanent governments be 
established on these principles as theif basis : 

" !• That they shall forever remain a part of the 
United States of America. 

" 2. That in their persons, property, and territory, 
they shall be subject to the Government of the Unit- 
ed States in Congress assembled, and to the Articles 
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of Confederation in aH those cases in which the 
original States shall be so subject. 

" 3. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the 
Federal debts, contracted or to be contracted, to be 
apportioned on them by Congress according to the 
same common rule and measure by which appor- 
tionments thereof shall be made on the other States. 

" 4. That their respective governments shall be in 
republican forms, and shall admit no person to be a 
citizen who holds any hereditary title. 

" 6. That after the year 1800 of the Christian era, 
there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude in any of the said States, otherwise than in 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted to have been personally guilty. 

" That whenever any of the said States shall have, 
of free inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any 
one of the least numerous of the thirteen original 
States, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, 
into the Congress of the United States, on an equal 
footing with the said original States ; after which 
the assent pf two-thirds of the United States, in 
Congress assembled, shall be requisite in all those 
cases wherein, by the confederation, the assent of 
nine States is now required, provided the consent of 
nine States to such admission may be obtained 
according to the eleventh of the Articles of Cou- 



132 THE LITE AND TIMES 

federation. Until such admission by their delegates 
into Congress, any of the said States, after the 
establishment of their temporary government, shall 
have authority to keep a sitting member in Con- 
gress, with a rijht of debating, but not of voting, 

" That the territory northward of the forty-fifth 
degree, that is to say, of the completion of forty-five 
degrees from the equator, and extending to the Lake 
of the Woods, shall be called Sylvania; that of the 
territory under the forty-fifth and forty-fourth de- 
grees, that which lies westward of Lake Michigan, 
shall be called Michigania ; and that which is east- 
ward thereof, within the peninsula formed by the 
lakes and waters of Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, and 
Erie, shall be called ChersoneimSj and shall include 
any part of the peninsula which may extend above 
the forty-fifth degree. Of the territory under the 
forty-third and forty-second degrees, that to the 
westward, through which the Assenisipi or Eock 
River runs, shall be called Assenisipia; and that to 
the eastward, in which are the fountains of the 
Muskingum, the two Miamies of the Ohio, the Wa- 
bash, the Illinois, the Miami of the Lake, and the 
Sandusky rivers, shall be called Metropotamia. Of 
the territory which lies under the forty-first and for- 
tieth degrees, the western, through which the river 
Illinois runs, shall be called iZKnota ; the next ad- 
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joining to the eastward, Saratoga ; and that between 
this last and Pennsylvauia, and extending from the 
Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called Washington. Of 
the terrritory which lies under the thirty-ninth and 
thirty-eighth degrees, to which shall be added so 
much of the point of land within the fork of the 
Ohio and Mississippi as lies under the thirty-seventh 
degree ; that to the westward, within and adjacent 
to which are the confluences of the rivers Wabash, 
Bhawanee, Tanisee, Ohio, Illinois, Mississippi, and 
Missouri, shall be called Polypotamia ; and that to 
the eastward, further up the Ohio, otherwise called 
the Pelisipi, shall be called PelUipia. 

" That all the preceding articles shall be formed 
into a charter of compact, shall be duly executed by 
the President of the United States in Congress 
assembled, under his hand and the seal of the United 
States, shall be promulgated, and shall stand as 
fundamental conditions between the thirteen origi- 
nal States and those newly described, unalterable 
but by the joint consent of the United States, in 
Congress assembled, and of the particular State 
within which such alteration is proposed to be 
made." 

On a test vote on adopting the anti-slavery pro- 
vision above, sixteen voted aye, and seven no ; but 

the requisite number of States failing to vote in the 
12 
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affirmative, it was lost. And three years later the 
Ordinance of 1787, for the North-western Territory 
alone, was adopted. 

Congress having resolved to send another minister 
to Europe for the purpose of negotiating treaties of 
commerce there, in addition to Messrs. Franklin 
and Adams, Mr. Jerferson was appointed for that 
post He accepted the proffered honor, which 
allured hirn by tlie highest inducements, both of 
usefulness, fame and pleasure, so to do. He thus 
describes his voyage; "I left Annapolis on the 
11th, took with me my eldest daughter, then at 
Philadelphia (the two others being too young for the 
voyage,) and proceeded to Boston in quest of a 
passage. While passing through the different States, 
I made a point of informing myself of the state of 
the commerce of each ; went on to New Hampshire 
with the same view, and returned to Boston. Thence 
I sailed on the 5th of July, in the CereB, a merchant 
ship of Mr. Nathaniel Tracy, bound to Covves. He 
was himself a passenger, and after a pleasant voyage 
of nineteen days, we arrived at Cowes on the 26th, 
I was detained there a few days by the indisposition 
of my daughter. On the 30th we embarked for 
Havre, arrived there on the 31st, left it on the 3d of 
August, and arrived at Paris on the 6th. I called 
immediately on Dr. Franklin, at Passy, comniuni- 
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cated to him our charge, and we wrote to Mr. 
Adams, then at the Hague, to join as at Paris." 

In Europe, the sennces of Mn Jefferson were 
highly beneficial to his country; for independent 
of his diplomatic talent, the moral force of his char- 
acter as a statesman, a man of science, a philosopher 
and a sage, elevated the reputation of his country, 
and extorted that respect which civilized mankind 
always pay as the tribue of reason to the power of 
intellect. Having negotiated several treaties of 
commerce, Dr. Franklin returned home; and Mr. 
Adams having been appointed ambassador at SL 
James', Mr. Jefferson was left as minister at the 
court of Versailles. 

A treaty with Prussia and Morocco was the only 
fruit of the labors of the three ambassadors. 

At the request of Mr. Adams, Jefferson now went 
over to London to attempt a treaty with that power ; 
but returned to Paris covered with disappointment, 
mortification and chagrin at the cold reception which 
the overture had received. 

From Paris, Mr. Jefi;erson found leisure to travel 
into Italy, and to explore Holland ; and his powers 
of observation fiilly enabled him to amass a fund of 
information as useful to his country as it proved 
beneficial to himself. 

In France, a long residence and a perfect mastery 
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of the language could not fail to imbue him deeply 
with European politics. His prepossessions in favor 
of the French were warm and evident; he did not con- 
ceal his attachment to the French character, and to 
French modes of thinking, acting and feeling ; and 
he therefore naturally became a favorite with their 
philosophers and men of letters ; nor was it a slight 
honor to call D' Alembert his friend, to embrace Con- 
dorcet as a companion, and to acknowledge the Abbe 
Morrellet as his literary godfather, who from love 
to the author translated his Notes on Virginia, 

Although at a foreign court, the thoughts of 
Jefferson were too much directed homeward to allow 
him to overlook what was going on, in the forma* 
tion of the new constitution, to which he looked 
with an anxiety and solicitude proportioned to the 
magnitude and importance of the subject. As it will 
forever remain an interesting subject of rational 
curiosity, as well as of political importance, to know 
in what light he viewed the constitution at the time 
of its adoption, we will quote from his memoirs and 
correspondence all that appears to bear directly 
upon this great point. He says, page 63: "Our first 
essay in America, to establish a federative govern* 
xnent, had fallen, on trial, very short of its object. 
Duringthe War of Independence, while the pressure 
of an external enemy hooped us together, and their 
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enterprises kept us necessarily on the alert, the spirit 
of the people, excited by danger, was a supplement 
to the confederation, and urged them to zealous 
exertions, whether claimed by that instrument or 
not; but when peace and safety were restored, and 
every man became engaged in useful and profitable 
occupation, less attention was paid to the calls of 
Congress. The fundamental defect of the confedera 
tion* was, that Congress was not authorized to act 
immediately on the people, and by its own officers. 
Their power was only requisitory, and those requi- 
sitions were addressed to the several legislatures, to 
be by them carried into execution, without other 
coercion than the moral principle of duty. This 
allowed, in fact, a negative to every legislature on 
every measure proposed by Congress ; a negative so 
frequently exercised in practice, as to benumb the 
action of the federal government, and to render it 
inefficient in its general objects, and more especially 
in pecuniary and foreign concerns. The want, too, 
of a separation of the legislative, executive and 
judiciary functions worked disadvantageously in 
practice. Tet this state of things affi^rded a happy 
augury of the future march of our confederacy, 
when it was seen that the good sense and good dis- 
positions of the people, as soon as they perceived 
the incompetence of their first compact, instead of 
12* 
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leaving its correction to insurrection and civil war, 
agreed with one voice to elect deputies to a general 
convention." 

Immediately on his arrival in Paris, Mr. Jefferson 
rented a house in the Cul de Sac Tetebouty near the 
Boulevards, and furnished it in an elegant and 
expensive manner. His household consisted of 
Colonel Humphreys, the secretary of legation, Mn 
Short, his private secretary, and his daughter, who 
was afterward placed in a convent for her education. 
One of the first projects which occupied his attention 
was the printing of his Notes on Virginia, He had 
re&ained from publishing the work in America in 
consequence of the expense. He found that the 
cost in Europe would be only about one-fourth of 
the price in his own country. Two hundred copies 
only were printed at first. One of these fell into the 
hands of a Parisian publisher, who procured a 
French translation to be made, but so imperfectly 
was it done as to deface and deform the work. Mr. 
Jefferson then negotiated with a London bookseller 
to have the volume properly given to the world, and 
thus introduce it to general diffusion. 

The Legislature of Virginia had authorized him 
and his colleagues to employ a competent artist to 
execute a statue of General Washington. In the 
performance of this duty, Mr. Jefferson selected a 
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distiDgnished French artist named Haudcn for the 
task. This person visited the United States, in the 
execution of the work, and the result of his lalx>rs 
now adorn the Capitol of the State of Virginia. Mr. 
Jefferson also recommended Houdon as a suitiblo 
person to execute the equestrian statue of Washing- 
ton which Congress had resolved upon. But diffi- 
culties postponed and subsequently entirely defeated 
the realization of this enterprise. 

On the 15th of August, 1785, Mr. Jefferson opened 
his negotiations with the French minister, Count de 
Vergennes, in reference to the establishment of a 
commercial treaty between France and the United 
States. Mr. Adams had previously left Paris for 
London, Dr. Franklin had returned home, and Mr. 
Jefferson was left alone to conduct this important 
and difficult negotiation. He desired to place the 
trade in tobacco on a footing profitable to both 
countries. The policy of the French government in 
reference to this great staple had been exclusive and 
selfish, ^^ contrary to the spirit of trade and to the 
dispositions of merchants to carry a commodity to 
any market where but one person is allowed to buy 
it, and where of course that person fixes its price, 
which the seller must receive or re-export his com- 
modity at the loss of his voyage thither. Experience 
accordingly shows that they carry it to other mar- 
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kets, and tbat they take in exchange the merchant 
dise of the place where they deliver it" 

The deliberations were long, intricate and tedious. 
Mr. Jeflferson was called on to answer many objec- 
tions to his proposed arrangement. One of these 
was that the treaty would encourage smuggling. 
The answer to this argument was, that " the temp-: 
tation to smuggling would be less, when what 
costs fourteen 8ous may now be sold for sixty, but 
will then sell for but forty." He desired to remove 
all restrictions on commerce, and he thus asserted 
fully and boldly the great democratic principle on 
that subject. 

In a letter to Mr. Adams in July, 1785, he thus 
speaks of the policy of subjecting aliens to higher 
duties than are paid by citizens: "As far as my 
inquiries enable me to judge, France and Holbind 
make no distinction of duties between aliens and 
natives. I also rather believe that the other states 
of Europe make none, England excepted, to whom 
this policy, as that of her navigation act, seems pe- 
culiar. The question then is, should we disarm 
ourselves of the power to make this distinction 
against all nations, in order to purchase an exemp- 
tion from the alien duties in England only ? for if 
we put her importations on the footing of native, all 
other nations with whom we treat will have a riglit 
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to claim the same. I think we sbonld, because 
against other nations who make no distinctions in 
their ports between ns and their own snbjectA, we 
ought not to make a distinction in ours. And if 
the English will agree in like manner to make none, 
we should with equal reason abandon the right as 
against them. I think all the world would gain bj 
setting commerce at perfect liberty. I remember 
that when we were digesting the general form of 
our treaty, this p/bposition to put foreigners and 
natives on the same footing was considered ; and we 
were all three, Dr. Franklin, as well as you and my- 
self, in favor of it." 

In a letter received from Mr. Jay, he had been 
asked " Whether it would be useful to us to carry all 
our own productions, or none V and he evidently 
shows a preference for the Chinese policy. This 
opinion may seem inconsistent with a clear percep- 
tion of the benefits of free trade ; but on this occasion 
he postpones pecuniary gain to what he deemed 
the higher considerations of national policy. 

'* We have now," he says, " lands enough to em- 
ploy an infinite number of people in their cultiva- 
tion. Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable 
citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most 
independent, the most virtuous, and they are tied to 
their country, and wedded to its liberty and interests 
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by the most lasting bonds. As long, therefore, fts 
they can find employment in this line, I would not 
convert them into mariners, artisans, or any thing 
else. But our citizens will find employment in this 
line, till their numbers, and of course their produc- 
tions, become too great for the demand, both inter- 
nal and foreign. This is not the case as yet^ and 
probably will not be for a considerable time. As 
soon as it is, the surplus of hands must be turned to 
something else. I should the^, perhaps, wish to 
turn them to the sea, in preference to manufactures; 
because, comparing the characters of the two classes, 
I find the former the most valuable citizens. I con- 
sider the class of artificers as the panders of vice, 
and the instmments by which the liberties of a 
country are generally overturned. However, we are 
not free to decide this question on principles of 
theory only. Our people are decided in the opinion 
that it is necessary for us to take a share in the oc- 
cupation of the ocean, and their established habits 
induce them to require that the sea be kept open 
for them, and that that line of policy be pursued 
which will render the use of that element to them as 
great as possible. I think it a duty in those en- 
trusted with the administration of their afiTairs, to 
conform themselves to the decided choice of their 
constituents : and that, therefore, we should in every 
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instance preserve an equality of right to them, in 
the transportation of commodities, in the right of 
'fishing, and in the other uses of the sea." 

But he thinks that wars will be the inevitable 
consequence : " That their property will be violated 
on the sea, and in foreign ports their persons will be 
insulted, imprisoned, &c., which outrages we must 
resent. That the only way to deter injustice will be 
to put ourselves, by means of a naval force, in a situ- 
ation to punish iff I think it," he says, ** to our 
interest to punish the first insult ; because an in;iu!t 
unpunished is the parent of many others." In case 
of a war with England, he thought we should 
abandon the carrying trade, because we could not 
protect it. " Foreign nations must in that case be 
invited to bring us what we want, and take our pro- 
ductions in their own bottoms. This alone could 
prevent the loss of those productions to us, and the 
acquisition of them to our enemy. Our seamen 
might be employed in depredations on their trade." 
He afterward adds : " Our vicinity to their West 
India possessions and to the fisheries, is a bridle 
which a small naval force on our part would hold in 
the mouths of the most powerful of these countries. 
I hope our Land OiSce will rid us of our debts, and 
that our first attention then will be to the beginning 
of a navid force of some sort. This alone can 
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countenance our people as carriers on the water, and 
I suppose them to be determined to continue such." 

•In March, 1787, Mr. Jefferson proceeded to Lon-* 
don to assist Mr. Adams in perfecting the treaties 
which were then in progress of negotiation with 
Tripoli, Tunis and Portugal, together with that then 
pending with England. Mr. Jefferson at this time 
uttered the conviction to one of his correspondents, 
that notwithstanding the treaty which had already 
been ratified with England and the United States, 
the former was the enemy of the latter ; that her 
hatred was deeply rooted and cordial ; and that 
nothing was wanting with her but the power to 
crush her rebellious colonies from the face of the 
earth. And this opinion seemed founded in truth, 
and was supported by ample evidence furnished by 
the press, the parliament and the court of England 
at that moment. The ulcerations of the king's 
mind seemed to be so great as to bold out no hope 
of reconciliation whatever. On the presentation of 
Messrs. Jefferson and Adams, their reception " by 
their majesties" was most ungracious. Before leav- 
ing England, Mr. Jefferson wrote as follows to Mr. 
Jay, then Secretary of Foreign Affairs : 

" With this country nothing is done ; and that 
nothing is intended to be done on their part, admits 
not the smallest doubt. The nation is against any 



OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. 145 

change of measures; the ministers are against it; 
some from principle, others from subserviency ; and 
the king, more than all men, is against it If we 
take a retrospect to the begii>ning of the present 
reign, we observe that amidst all the changes of 
ministry, no change of measures with respect to 
America ever took place, excepting only at the 
moment of the peace, and the minister of that move- 
ment was immediately removed. Judging of the 
future by the past, I do not expect a change of dis- 
position during the present reign, which bids fair to 
be a long one, as the king is healthy and temperate. 
That he is persevering we know. If he ever changes 
his plan, it will be in consequence of events which 
at present neither himself nor his ministers place 
among those which are probable. Even the opposi- 
tion dare not open their lips in favor of a connection 
with us, so unpopular would be the topic. It is not 
that they think our commerce unimportant to them. 
I find that the merchants have set sufficient value 
on it. But they are sure of keeping it on their own 
terms. No better proof can be shown of the security 
in which the ministers think themselves on this 
head, than that they have not thought it worth while 
to give us a conference on the subject, though on 
my arrival we exhibited to them our commission, 
observed to them that it would expire on the 12th 
13 
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of next month, and that I had come over on purpose 
to see if any arrangements could be made before 
that time. Of two months which then remained, 
six weeks have elapsed without one scrip of a pen, 
or one word from a minister, except a vague propo- 
sition at an accidental meeting. We availed our- 
selves even of that to make another essay, to extort 
some sort of a declaration from the court; but their 
silence is invincible." 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

THB CONYENTIOH AT AHNAPOLIS — SUMMOinVO OF TBB FSDEBAL COITTBJmOV 
— ADOPTION OF THE NEW C098TITUTI0H — ORIOIE AITB ITATE OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES IH THE UNITED STATES — JEFFEBSOH'S OPIBIOBS IB BEFEBBBCB 
TO THE FEDERAL CONSTfTTTTION — ^HIS LETTBBS OB THE SUBJECT — OPPOS- 
ING OPINIONS OF WA8HIN6TON — YOX POPVTJ, TOX DEI — JBFFEBSON'S 
TRAVELS nr EUBOPE — HIS DIPLOMATIC LABOBS — BTEBTS OF THE FRENCB 
BEYOLUTION — ^JBFFERSOB'S OPINIONS IB RBFERBBCB TO THOSE BTBNTS. 

In January, 1786, the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia resolved to appoint eight commissioners to 
meet those of other States to digest a system of uni- 
form commercial regulations. The convention was 
appointed to meet at Annapolis in the ensuing 
September. "When that time arrived five States only 
sent their representatives to the Convention. Tliese 
were New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land and Virginia. Mr. Dickerson was appointed 
president, and the members proceeded to deliberate. 
TLey found their powers too limited, and their num- 
bers too few to secure any benefit or authority from 
their labors. They accordingly adjourned, but be- 
fore doing so agreed upon a report to be submitted 
to the different States, in which they set forth the 
expediency of revising and extending the federal 
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Bj'stcm, and recommended tlieappointnf>ent of depu- 
ties by the various State legislatures to meet at 
Philadelphia on the 2d of May, 1787. On the 21st 
of February, 1787, Congress passed a resolution 
declaring such a Convention expedient. On th^ 
26th of May deputies from nine States assembled in 
Philadelphia. Washington was elected president 
Rhode Island subsequently sent her representatives, 
and the whole number composing the Convention 
was fifty-five. After long and careful deliberations 
a Federal Constitution was agreed upon. Alexander 
Hamilton drew the first draft, which was afterward 
adopted with some modifications. The instrument 
was sent to Congress on the 28th of September, 
1787, and by them submitted to the several States 
for their ratification. It was approved by Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey in 1787 ; by Georgia, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Caro- 
lina, New Hampshire, Virginia and New York in 
1788 ; North Carolina ratified it in November, 1789, 
and Ehode Island in May, 1790. 

It was mainly on the ground of " State sovereign- 
ty" that the Constitution reported by this convention 
was opposed on the part of some of the States ; and 
that parties arrayed against federal power entered 
warmly into the discussion of its merits, in the in- 
terim between it« promulgation by the Convention 
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afcd its filial ratification by the States. To elucidate 
its merits, and enforce and illustrate its virtues, 
three of the most distinguished friends of Washing- 
ton, noted for their political acumen, profound 
knowledge of jurisprudence, power of argument, 
and force of style, united their labors in a series of 
papers under the title of The Federalist ; the joint 
production of Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and 
James Madison. On the side of State sovereignty, 
popular rights and limited government, were arrayed 
the powerful pens of the great champions of de- 
mocracy ; each party straining every nerve to pre- 
vent or secure its ratification by the States. 

Here again the weight and influence of Washing- 
ton's character secured a result which without the 
authority of his name, and the magic power of his 
virtues, could not have been produced ; for there is 
conclusive reason to believe, that had the State 
conventions been left purely to the naked merits of 
the Constitution, the ratification by the number of 
States required to give it eflTect could not have been 
obtained. Even Marshall is constrained to admit 
that in some of the adopting States a majority of 
the people were in opposition to it, and were only 
brought to acquiesce in ^ its provisions fi-omajust 
dread of the calamitous consequences of a dismem- 
berment of the Union, rather than from an appro- 
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batioQ of the instrument which had been submitted 
for their sanction; and from a deference to the 
character of Washington, which no other man could 
have inspired. 

Although the Federal Constitution was adopted 
while Mr. Jefferson was residing in Paris, he did 
not view the subject with less interest than if he 
was personally engaged in the direct discussion of ^ 
its provisions. He communicated his sentiments 
very freely to Mr. Madison ; and his letters con- 
stantly express his great confidence in the capacity 
of the people for self government, and his jealousy 
of their delegates. He was decidedly in favor of 
separating the executive, legislative, and judiciary 
powers. He was opposed to the negative proposed 
to be given on the legislative acts of the several 
Sta,tes. He said : 

" It fails in an essential character ; the hole and 
the patch should be commensurate. But this pro- 
poses to mend a small hole by covering the whole 
garment. Not more than one out of a hundred 
State acts concern the confederacy. This proposition 
then, in order to give them one degree of power 
which they ought to have, gives them ninety-nine 
more which they ought not to have, upon a pre- 
sumption that they will not exercise the ninety-nine. 
But upon every act there will be a preliminary 
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question : Does this act concern the confederacy ? 
And was there ever a proposition so plain as to pa^s 
Congress without debate? Their decisions arc 
almost always wise ; they are like pure metal ; but 
you know of how much dross this is the result." 

He suggested as a better method of accomplishin ^r 
the object aimed at, by conferring such a check on 
the Federal government, that there should be an 
appeal from the State judicature to the Federal, 
where the Constitution controlled the question. In 
reference to the powers of coercion on the States 
which the Articles of Confederation conferred upon 
Congress, he thus writes to Mr. Carrington of Vir- 
ginia, in August, 1787 : " My general plan would 
be to make the States one as to every thing con- 
nected with foreign nations, and several as to every 
thing purely domestic. But with all the imperfec- 
tions of our present government, it is without com- 
parison the best existing, or that ever did exist. Its 
greatest defect is the imperfect manner in which 
matters of commerce have been provided for. It has 
been so often said as to be generally believed, that 
Congress have no power by the confederation to 
enforce any thing ; for example, contributions of 
money. It was not necessary to give them that 
power expressly ; they have it by the law of nature. 
When two parties make a compact, there results to 
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each a ppwer of compelling the other to execute it. 
Compulsion was never so easy as in our case, where 
a single frigate would soon levy on the commerce 
of any State the deficiency of its contributions ; nor 
more safe than in the hands of Congress, which has 
always shown that it would wait, as it ought to do, 
to the last extremities before it would execute any 
of the powers that are disagreeable." 

To his esteemed friend Mr. Wythe he thus speaks 
of the Federal Convention ; " My own general idea 
was that States should generally preserve their 
sovereignty in whatever concerns themselves alone; 
and that whatever may concern another State, or 
any foreign nation, should be made a part of the 
Federal sovereignty. That the exercise of the 
Federal sovereignty should be divided among three 
several bodies — legislative, executive and judiciary, 
as the State sovereignties are ; and that some peace- 
able means should be contrived for the Federal 
head to force compliance on the part of the States." 
Knowing his correspondent's classical predilectioD8| 
in adverting to the recent rupture between the 
Turks and Russians, he adds, ^' Constantinople is 
the key of Asia — ^Who shall have it ? is the question. 
I cannot help looking forward fo the re-establish- 
ment of the Greeks as a people, and the language 
of Uomer becoming again a living language, as 
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among possible events. Ton have now with yoa 
Mr. Paradise, who can tell you how easily the mod- 
ern may be improved into the ancient Greek." 

In November, 1787, he thus writes to Mr. Adams 
more fully and explicitly : " How do you like our 
new Constitution ? I confess there are things in it 
which stagger all my dispositions to subscribe to 
what such an assembly has proposed. The house 
of federal representatives will not be adequate to 
the management of affiiirs, either foreign or federal. 
Theirpresident seems a bad edition of a Polish king. 
He may be elected from four years to four years for 
life. Reason and experience prove to us that a 
chief magistrate so continuable is an office for life. 
When one or two generations shall have proved that 
there is an office for life, it becomes on every suc- 
cession worthy of intrigue, of bribery, force, and 
even of foreign interference. It will be of great 
consequence to France and England to have America 
governed by a Galloman or Angloman. Once in 
office, and possessing the military force of the Union 
without the aid or check of a council, he would not 
be easily dethroned, even if the people could be 
induced ta withdraw their votes from him. I wish 
at the end of the four years they had made him for 
ever ineligible a second time." 
.To Colonel Smith he says of the Constitution: 
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" There are very good articles in it, and very bad, I 
do not know which preponderate. What we have 
lately rfead in the history of Holland, in the chapter 
on the stadtholder, would have sufficed to set me 
against a chief magistrate eligible for a long dura- 
tion, if I have ever been disposed toward one : and 
what we had always read of the elections of Polish 
kings, would have forever excluded the idea of one 
continuable for life." Apprehending that arguments 
would be drawn for this enlargement of the powers 
of the Federal Government generally, and of its 
executive in particular, from the recent insurrection 
in Massachusetts, he speaks of it not only as an un- 
important affair, but as scarcely to be deprecated. 
" God "forbid," he exclaims, "we should ever be 
twenty years without such a rebellion. The people 
cannot be all, and always well informed. The part 
which is wrong will be discontented in proportion 
to the importance of the facts they misconceive. If 
they remain quiet under such misconceptions, it is a 
lethargy, the forerunner of death to the public 
liberty. "We have had thirteen States independent 
for eleven years. What country before ever existed 
a century and a half without a rebellion ? And what 
country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not 
warned from time to time that this people preserve 
the spirit of resistance ? Let them take arms. The 
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remed}' 13 to set them right as to facts, pardon and 
pacify them, What signify a few lives lost in a 
century or two ? The tree of liberty must be re- 
freshed from time to time with the blood of patriots 
and tyrants. It is its natural manure. Our Con 
yentioQ has been too much impressed by the insur- 
rection of Massachusetts ; and on the spur of the 
moment, they are setting up a kite to keep the hen- 
yard in order." 

But in a letter to Mr. Madison, in December, he 
discloses his opinions more at length. The features 
of the Constitution of which he approved were the 
self-acting power of the general government, by 
which it could peaceably go on without recurring to 
the State legislatures ; the separation of the legisla- 
tive, executive and judiciary powers ; the powers of 
taxation given to the legislature ; and the election 
of the House of Representatives by the people. lie 
doubted however whether the members would be as 
well qualified for their duties when chosen by the 
people, as if they were chosen by the legislature. He 
was captivated by the compromise between the great 
and the small States — the latter having the equality 
they asserted in the Senate ; the former the propor- 
tion of influence they regarded as their right in the 
House of Representatives. He preferred too the 
voting by persons instead of by States; and he 
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approved the qualified negative given to the execa* 
tive, though he would have liked it still better if the 
judiciary had been invested with a similar check. 

Still father light is thrown upon Mr. Jefierson's 
views in reference to the provisions and merits of 
the Federal Constitution, by his letter to Mr. Hop- 
kinson in March, 1788, and by another written to 
Mr. Madison, in which he expresses an opinioB 
hostile to the consolidation of the powers of the 
government. To Mr. Madison he says : 

" I own I am not a friend to a very energetic gov- 
ernment ; it is always oppressive ; it places the 
governors indeed more at their ease, but at tlie 
expence of the people. The late rebellion in Massih 
chusetts has given more alarm than I think it should 
have done. Calculate that one rebellion in tliirte^^ 
States in the course of eleven years, is but one fm 
each State in a century and a half. No countiy 
should be so long without one, nor will any degree 
of power in the hands of government prevent insure 
rections. In England, where the hand of power 10 
heavier than with us, there are seldom half a doz(.'n 
years without an insurrection. In France, where it 
is still heavier but less despotic, as Montesquiua 
supposes, than in some other countries, and where 
there are always two or three hundred thousand 
men ready to crush insurrections, there have bccD 
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three in the course of the three years I have been 
here, in every one of which greater numbers were 
engaged than in Massachusetts, and a great deal 
more blood was spilt. In Turkey, where the sole 
Bod of the despot is death, insurrections are the 
events of every day. Compare again the ferocious 
depredations of their insurgents with the order, the 
moderation, and the almost self-extinguishment of 
ours, and say finally whether peace is best preserved 
by giving energy to the government or information 
to the people. This last is the most certain and the 
most legitimate engine of government. Educate 
and inform the whole mass of the people, enable 
them to see that it is their interest to preserve peace 
and order, and they will preserve it; and it requires 
no very high degree of education to convince them 
of this ; they are the only sure reliance for the pres- 
ervation of our liberty. After all, it is my principle 
that the will of the majority should prevail. If they 
approve the proposed Constitution in all its parts I 
shall concur in it cheerfully, in hopes they will 
mend it whenever they shall find it works wrong." 

It may not be uninteresting to place here in op- 
position to these sentiments of Mr. Jefferson the 
apposing views of his illustrious friend Washington 
on the same subject, and in reference to the disputed 
virtues of the same Constitution. In a letter to Mr. 
14 
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Jay, Washington thus expresses himself: "Toof 
sentiments that our affairs are drawing rapidly to h 
crisis, accord with my own. What the event will 
be is also beyond the reach of my foresight. We 
have errors to correct ; we have probably had too 
good an opinion of human nature in forming our 
confederation. Experience has taught us that men 
will not adopt and carry into execution measures 
the best calculated for their own good without the 
intervention of coercive power. I do not conceive 
we can exist long as a nation without lodging some- 
where a power which will pervade the whole Union 
in as energetic a manner as the authority of the 
State governments extends over the several States. 
To be fearful of investing Congress, constituted as 
that body is, with ample authorities for national 
purposes, appears to me the very climax of popular 
absurdity and madness. Could Congress exert 
them for the detriment of the people, without injur- 
ing themselves in an equal or greater proportion T 
Are not their interests inseparably connected witli 
those of their constituents? Many are of opinion 
that Congress have too frequently made use of the 
suppliant humble tone of requisition in applications 
to the States, when they had a right to assert theiir 
imperial dignity and command obedience. Be that 
as it may, requisitions are a perfect nullity, where 
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thirteen sovereign, independent, disunited States 
are in the habit of discussing, and refusing or com- 
plying with them at their option. Requisitions are 
actually little better than a jest and a bye-word 
throughout the land. If you tell the legislatures 
they have violated the treaty. of pea<;e, and invaded 
the prerogatives of the confederacy, they will laugh 
in your face. What then is to be done ? Tilings 
cannot go on in the same train forever. It is much 
to be feared, as you observe, that the better kind of 
people, being disgusted with these circumstances, 
will have their minds prepared for any revolution 
whatever. We are apt to run from one extreme 
into another. To anticipate and prevent disastrous 
contingencies, would be the part of wisdom and 
patriotism." 

Such was the difference of opinion entertained by 
iheae distinguished men in reference to the vital 
principles of the government. "Washington and his 
trusted associate Hamilton placed no extravagant 
eonfidence in the virtues of the masses ; but thought 
that they needed to be governed and restrained by 
the force of law and the corrective influence of less 
popular and more exclusive elements. Jefferson on 
flie contrary loudly proclaimed himself a democrat, 
an admirer of the masses of the people. He re- 



160 THB LIFE AND TIMES 

garded the Voxpopuli as the Vox Dei.* He pretended 
the most unbounded confidence in the wisdom, im- 
partiality and justice of the multitude, and regarded 
with suspicion the encroachments of the more 
wealthy, intelligent and cultivated few upon the 
rights of the many. He feared that if the Federal 
government were invested with strong powers it 
would crush the freedom of the several States, in- 
fringe the rights of the State governments, and lead 
to tyranny under another form and name, but not 
less detestable in character, than that of Oreat 
Britain herself. 

Whatever serious apprehensions Mr. Jefferson 
may have indulged in reference to the operation of 
the Federal Constitution, the steady lapse of time 
has now clearly proved their fallacy. The respective 
powers and prerogatives of the States and of the 
general government were so wisely balanced, so 
evenly proportioned, and so admirably adjusted by 
it, that no storms or convulsions however furious^ 
have yet been able to weaken or injure it. It is not 

* This adage, Vox populi, vox Dei, is true, if by the Deitj reftmd 
to, is meant the gods of ancient Greece and Rome ; for very freqaentljr 
the ** voice of the people" resembles that of Bacchus, roaring afteip 
more drink ; or that of Plutus, craving after greater riches ; or that 
of Venus, inviting to impurity and lust; while once in a long while 
you hear a gentle whisper which reminds you of Minerva, aud urgiiig 
you to the pursuit and attainment of wisdom ! 
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improbable that had Mr. Jefferson been a member 
of the Federal Convention, he wonld have suo- 
oeeded in introducing more popular features into 
the Constitution than now exist in it ; but whether 
oneh a change would have operated more beneficially 
for the interests of the nation, and for the perpetuity 
of its power and unity, may well be doubted. 

During the period of Mr. Jefferson's absence in 
Europe, he embraced the opportunity thus afforded 
him, to enjoy the pleasures and advantages of 
foreign travel. He desired to see the great canal of 
Languedoc in order to acquire a knowledge of 
inland navigation, which could afterward be made 
available in his own country. He desired also to 
visit the sea-ports of the Mediterranean, and examine 
there the practical effects of the recent commercial 
regulations which had been established with the 
United States. He left Paris in the beginning of 
March, 1787. He traveled through Champagne, 
Burgundy, Dauphine, Languedoc, and the north of 
Italy. He visited Marseilles, Kantes, Bordeaux, 
Kismes, Nice, and traveled through a portion of 
Germany and Holland. He returned to Paris on 
the 11th of June. Speaking of this journey to La 
Fayette he says, as illustrative of its great advanta- 
ges and its pleasures: ^^It will be a great com- 
fort for you to know, from your own inspection, the 
14« 
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condition of all the provinces of your own cooutr^ 
and it will be interesting to them, at eome future 
day, to be known to you. This is perhaps the only 
moment of your life in which you can acquire thii^ 
knowledge. And to do it most effectually you moot 
be absolutely incognito ; you must ferret the peo^ 
out of their hovels as I have done ; look into their 
kettles ; eat their bread ; loll on their beds, under 
pretence of resting yourself, but in &ct to find if 
they are soflb. You will feel a sublime pleasure in 
the course of this investigation, and a sublimer one 
hereafter, when you shall be able to apply year 
knowledge to the softening of their beds, or the 
throwing a morsel of meat into their kettle of vege> 
tables." 

In July he resumed his negotiations with M. de 
Montmorin, French Minister of Foreign Af&irs, ia 
reference to the pending treaty between France and 
the United States. While thus engaged in the pe^ 
formance of the difficult duties of his post, he wu 
not an idle observer of the important events whiah 
were then passing around him in France. The great 
Revolution had commenced, and its mighty surgvs 
were sweeping in farious eddies to and fit), and 
dashing to the earth the monuments and institutions 
of the past. He expresses himself in the following 
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language in reference to those events, the principles 
involved, and the results which they produced : 

"The deed which closed the mortal course of 
these sovereigns I shall neither approve nor con- 
demn. I am not prepared to say that the first 
magistrate of a nation cannot commit treason against 
his country, or is unamenable to its punishment ; 
nor yet that where there is no written law, no regu- 
lated tribunal, there is not a law in our hearts, and 
a power in our hands, given for righteous employ- 
ment in maintaining right and redressing wrong. 
Of those who judged the king, many thought him 
willfully criminal ; many that his existence would 
keep the nation in perpetual conflict with the horde 
of kings who would war against a regeneration 
which might come home to themselves, and that it 
were better that one should die than all. I should 
not have voted with this portion of the legislature. 
I should have shut up the queen in a convent, 
putting harm out of her power, and placed the king 
in his station, investing him with limited powers, 
which I verily believe he would have honestly exer- 
cised according to the measure of his understanding. 
In this way no void would have been created, court- 
ing the usurpation of a military adventurer, nor 
occasion given for those enormities which demor- 
alized the nations of the world, and destroyed, aud 
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is jet to destroy millions and millions of inhabitants. 
There are three epochs in history signalized by the 
total extinction of national mortdity. The first was 
of the successors of Alexander, not omitting him- 
self ; the next the successors of the first Csesar ; the 
third our own age. This was begun by the partitioa 
of Poland, followed by that of the treaty of Pilnits ; 
next the conflagration of Copenhagen ; then the 
enormities of Bonaparte, partitioning the earth at 
his will, and devastating it with fire and sword." 

He thus describes the state of France and of the 
French people in the midst of that great struggle. 
We quote from a letter to Col. Humphreys, dated 
18th March, 1789: "The change in this country 
since you left it, is such as yoti can form no idea o£ 
The frivolities of conversation have given way en- 
tirely to politics. Men, women and children talk 
nothing else ; and all you know talk a great deal 
The press groans with daily productions which in 
point of boldness makes an Englishman stare, who 
hitherto has thought himself the boldest of men. A 
complete revolution in this government has within 
the space of two years (for it began with the Nota- 
bles of 1787,) been effected merely by the force of 
public opinion, aided indeed by the want of money, 
which the dissipations of the court had brought on. 
And this revolution has not cost a single life, unless 
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we charge it to a little riot lately in Bretagne, which 
began about the price of bread, became afterward 
political, and ended in the loss of four or five lives." 
It may readily be supposed that Mr. Jefferson 
changed his opinion materially of the merits of this 
revolution, of its actors and of its results, before their 
career was concluded. Like many more, he regarded 
it at its comencement as a " spirit of grace," but 
before its termination, he detested it as a '^ goblin 
damned !" 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THK COr^OOATION OF THl 8TAnE8-OBmBBAL OF FBANOB — JIFFEBSOH's M- 
8CRIPTION or FBBHCH PABTIB8 — JBFFBBSON'S PLAN FOB THB «BTTLB]CBHf 
OP THB KIHODOM — HIS RETURN TO THB mflTED 8TATB8 — HI8 BBCBPTIOV 
AT MONTICBLLO^HB IS INTITBD BT WASHINGTON TO BBCOMB SBCRBTABT 
OP 8TATB — HB ACCEPTS THB OPPBB — Hl8 VIEWS ON THB QDBSTION OF 
PUBLIC CREDIT — HIS BEPOBTS ON THB COINAGE, WEIGHTS ANB MBABUBBI 
— HIS LETTEB TO THE NATIONAL ASSBBBLT OF FRANCB ON THB DEATH OF 
FBANBLIN — HIS TIEWS ON THB UNITED STATES BANK. 

As the thrilliDg events of the French Sevolntion 
progressed, Mr. Jefferson took a deeper interest in 
their effects and probable results. He was present 
on the 5th of May, 1789, at the memorable convoca- 
tion of the States-General which had been summoned 
by the unfortunate Louis XVI., and which had not 
been convened before for several centuries. To that 
assembly the whole French nation looked wilii 
intense emotions of mingled hope and fear. The 
higher orders were justly apprehensive that its 
deliberations and its acts might lead to the destruc- 
tion of their ancient privileges, and to the enfran- 
chisement of the people. The latter anticipated 
that this convocation would become a new era in 
the history of the nation ; that it would be the birth- 
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day of liberty ; that the wroDgs and despotism of 
the past would be overturned ; that the great evils 
which centuries of kingly and princely pomp, ex- 
travagance, tyranny, corruption and pride had 
produced, would then be remedied and forever re- 
moved. Nor were they disappointed in the realiza- 
tion of many of their hopes. 

^On the opening of the States-General, when scenes 
of imposing religious solemnity and splendor 
adorned the vast cathedral of Kotre-Dame in Paris, 
when the crumbling monarchy once more and for 
the last time displayed its ancient grandeur, and 
when the uprising people and their representatives 
for the first time assumed a portentous air of dig- 
nity and power — ^in that immense assemblage, when 
all the magnificence of the decrepit monarchy was 
combined with all the intellectual vigor and moral 
grandeur of the indignant nation, represented by 
the men whose names were destined very soon af- 
terward to acquire a world-wide but a bloody and 
revolting celebrity — ^in that assemblage Jefferson 
mingled, and surveyed the proceedings with a scru- 
tinizing eye. Robespierre and Danton were there, 
though then unknown to &me. Kapoleon Bona- 
parte was also there, though still more insignificant 
and obscure. And he who bad penned the great 
charter of a nation's freedom, which had already 
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been bought and secured by a nation's blood, looked 
on, and congratulated himself there that his own 
land had already happily passed through the crisis 
which was then just commencing in the country <^ 
his sojourn.* His opinion of the state of parties in 
France may be inferred fix>m the following letterj 
addressed to Mr. Jay : ^^ 1. The aristocrats^ compre- 
bending the higher members of the clergy, military, 
nobility, and the parliaments of the whole kingdom. 
This forms a head without a body. 2. The moderaU 
royalists^ who wish for a constitution nearly similar 
to that of England. 3. The republicans^ who are 
willing to let their first magistracy be hereditaryt 
but to make it very subordinate to the legislature, 
and to have that legislature consist of a single 
chamber. 4. The faction of Orleans, The second 
and tliird descriptions are composed of honest, well** 
meaning men, differing in opinion only, but both 
wishing the establishment of as great a degree of 
liberty as can be preserved. They are considered aa 
constituting the patriotic part of the Assembly, and 
they are supported by the soldiery of the army, the 
soldiery of the clergy, that is to say, the cur&^ and 



* During Mr. Jefferson's absence in Paris, the University in ITar* 
?ard conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. Thia 
title, like other literary and •cientiflo titles, WM worth something at 
that period of our country's history. 
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monks, the diBsenten and put of the nobility which 
is small, and the sabstaniial Bonigeoisie of the whole 
nation." 

During the progress of events, Mr. Jefferson was 
requested by La Fayette to suggest a plan for the 
guidance of the revolutionists, and to give him his 
advice as to the best policy to be pursued. He 
suggested that the king in a geanee royale should 
come forward with a charter in his hand, to be 
signed by himself and all the members of the three 
Orders ; and that this charter should contain the five 
great points which the Besultat of December offered 
on the part of the king, the abolition of the pecu- 
niary privileges of the higher orders, the assumption 
of the national debt, and a grant of the sums asked 
from the nation. The charter of rights which 
Jefferson drew up for La Fayette consisted of the 
following ten articles : 

^1. The States-General shall assemble uncalled 
on the first day of November annually, and shall 
remain together so long as they shall see cause. 
l%ey shall regulate their own elections and proceed- 
ings ; and until they shall ordain otherwise, their 
elections shall be in the form observed in the pres- 
ent year, and shall be trienniaL 

^^ 2. The States-General alone shall levy money on 
the nation, and shall appropriate. 
15 
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^^ 8. LawB shall be made by the States-General onlji 
witli the consent of the king. 

" 4. No person shall be restrained of his liberty but 
by regular process from a court of justice, authorized 
by a general law. (Except that a noble may be 
imprisoned by order of a court of justice, on the 
prayer of twelve of his nearest relations.) On com- 
plaint of an unlawful imprisonment to any judge 
whatever, he shall have the prisoner immediately 
brought before him, and shall discharge him if his 
imprisonment be unlawful. The officer in whose 
custody the prisoner is shall obey the orders of the 
judge, and both judge and officer shall be responsi- 
ble, civilly and criminally, for a j&ilure of duly 
herein. 

" 5. The military shall be subordinate to the civil 
authority. 

" 6. Printers shall be liable to legal prosecution for 
printing and publishing £Etlse facts, injurious to the 
party prosecuting ; but they shall be under no other 
restraint. 

''7. All pecuniary privileges and exemptions en- 
joyed by any description of persons are abolished. 

"8. All debts already contracted by the king are 
hereby made the debts of the nation, and the faith 
thereof is pledged for their payment in due time. 

" 9. Eighty millions of livres are now granted to 
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ihe king, to be raised by loan, and reimbursed by 
the nation ; and the taxes heretofore paid shall con- 
tinue to be paid to the end of the present year and 
no longer. 

^^ 10. The States-Oeneral shall now separate, and 
meet again on the 1st day of November next" 

Having concluded his diplomatic duties in the 
French capital, Mr. Jefferson left Paris on the 26th 
of September, 1789. He had resided in France 
more than five years. He had been addressed pre- 
vious to his return, by Mr. Madison, who had in- 
quired of him whether he would accept any 
appointment at home ; but in reply he had stated 
that he desired retirement; that all his appointments 
to office had been contrary to his own wishes (a 
declaration which was not strictly true) ; and that his 
object in withdrawing from the French mission was 
to resume his agricultural pursuits, and the enjoy- 
ment of total seclusion and rest. 

He left Havre on the 8th of October, accompanied 
by his two daughters. He journeyed to Cowes, 
where he had taken passage in a vessel for Virginia. 
He was delayed at the Isle of Wight by contrary 
weather until the 22cl. In consequence of a special 
application to Mr. Pitt from Colonel Trumbull, his 
biiggage was exempted from search by the officers 
of the customs. His return voyage was prosperous ; 
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and on the thirtieth day after his embareation ha 
landed at Norfolk. The dangers of the voyage 
clustered around its termination. As the vessel 
approached the coast a heavy mist prevailed and hid 
the land from view. For three days they beat about, 
looking for a pilot in vain. At length the captain 
boldly ran the vessel within the capes, and thus 
avoided the fury of a storm which in a few hours 
afterward swept the coast. Subsequent to this the 
vessel took fire, but the flames were subdued with- 
out any damage to Mr. Jefferson's baggage and 
papers. 

Having disembarked he journeyed toward Monti- 
cello. There being no public conveyance at that 
time in that region, he was indebted to his friends 
for the means of reaching home. At Effington, on 
the way, he received a letter from General Wash- 
ington inviting him to accept the office of Secretary 
of State. At length, on the 23d of December, he 
arrived at Monticello. His daughter, Mrs. Bandolph^ 
thus describes the scene which ensued : " The 
negroes discovered the approach of the carriage as 
soon as it reached Shadwell, and such a scene I never 
witnessed in my life. They collected in crowds 
around it, and almost drew it up the mountain by 
hand. The shouting, &c., had been sufficiently 
obstreperous before, but the moment the carriage 
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iwrived on the top it reached the climax. When 
tiie door of the carriage was opened, they received 
him in their arms and bore him into the honse, 
crowding aronnd and kissing his hands and feet — 
some blubbering and crying— -others laughing. It 
appeared impossible to satisfy their eyes, or their 
anxiety to touch and even kiss the very earth that 
bore him. These were the first ebullitions of joy 
for his return after a long absence, which they would 
of course feel, but it is perhaps not out of place to 
add here that they were at all times very devoted in 
their attachment to him. They believed him to be 
one of the greatest, and they knew him to be one of 
the best of men and kindest of masters. They 
spoke to him freely, and applied confidingly to him 
in all their difficulties and distresses ; and he watched 
over them in sickness and in health ; interested 
himself in all their concerns ; advising them, and 
showing esteem and confidence in the good, and in- 
dulgence to all." 

Immediately after his return home, Mr. Jefferson's 
eldest daughter Martha was niarried to Mr. Thomas 
M. Randolph, eldest son of the Tuckahoe branch of 
the Randolphs. This gentleman afterward became 
Governor of Virginia. He had first seen Miss Jef- 
ferson during a visit to Paris. At the same period 
Mr. Jefferson received a second letter from the 
15* 
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President urging his acceptance of the office of 
Secretary of State, leaving him at the same time al 
liberty to follow his own inclinations. After some 
deliberation he accepted the appointment. He left 
Monticello for New York, where the Federal Gov- 
ernment was then located, on the 1st of March, 
1790. 

At Philadelphia he called on Dr. Franklin, who 
was then on his death-bed, and who conversed with 
him with the resignation of a philosopher, and the 
animation of an enthusiast for liberty. The doctor 
confided to him a manuscript memoir of his life, 
which Mr. Jefferson, under a mistaken idea of the 
trust reposed in him, afterward delivered into the 
hands of his grandson, William Temple Franklin. 
This memoir Mr. Jefferson represents as containing 
valuable details ; among others he thus relates a 
very important one : " I remember," he says, speak- 
ing of secret negotiations of Franklin to accommo- 
date matters between the Colonies and Great Britain, 
" that Lord North's answers were dry, unyielding, 
in the spirit of unconditional submission, and be- 
trayed an absolute indifference to the occurrence of 
a rupture ; and he said to the mediators distinctly, 
at last, that ^ a rebellion was not to be deprecated on the 
part of Or eat Britain ; that the confiscations it wo%di 
produce would provide for many of their friends.* This 
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expression was reported by the mediators to Dr. 
Franklin. Here the negotiation stopped." 

Mr. Jefferson reached New York on the 20th of 
March, while Congress was in session, and com- 
menced his duties as the second officer in the gov- 
ernment. He was associated with Alexander 
Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury, General 
Knox as Secretary of War, Edmund Bandolph as 
Attorney-General. The second session of Congress 
under the administration of Washington commenced 
on the 4th of January, 1790. Its first deliherations 
were in reference to the elaborate and able report 
of Mr. Hamilton on the subject of the public credit, 
which had been submitted to Congress. That report 
laid the foundation for a new division of parties, 
which continued to prevail during four successive 
administrations. This report contended that the 
debts of the individual States contracted during the 
Bevolution should be assumed by the general gov- 
ernment ; that the United States were bound to pay 
the interest as well as the principal of these public 
debts ; that no distinction should be made between 
original holders of the evidences of these debts and 
those who had purchased them at a discount ; and 
to diminish the part due to domestic creditors, not 
by greater taxation, but by giving them a satisfac- 
tory equivalent. This report called forth the most 
spirited debates in Congress. Mr. Jefferson arrived 
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at the seat of government in the midst of it. BSi 
views of the state of the controversy may be gatheiei 
from the following extract from his writings : 

^^ Here certainly I foand a state of things which 
of all I had ever contemplated, I the least expected. 
I had l^ft France in the first year of her revolutioB, 
in the fervor of natural rights and zeal for reforma> 
tion. My conscientious devotion to these rights 
could not be heightened, but it had been aroused 
and excited by daily exercise. The President w* 
ceived me cordially, and my colleagues and the 
circle of principal citizens apparently with welcome. 
The courtesies of dinner-parties given me, as a 
stranger newly arrived among them, placed me at 
once in their familiar society. But I cannot describe 
the wonder and mortification with which the table 
conversation filled me. Politics were the chief topic, 
and a preference of kingly over republican govern- 
ment was evidently tlie favorite sentiment. An 
apostate I could not be, nor yet a hypocrite ; and I 
found myself for the most part the only advocate on 
the republican side of the question, unless among 
the guests there chanced to be some member of that 
party from the legislative houses. Hamilton's 
financial system had then passed. It had two ob- 
jects; 1st. As a puzzle, to exclude popular unde^ 
standing and inquiry ; 2d. As a machine for the 
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corniption of the legislatare; for he avowed the 
opinion that man could be governed by one of two 
motives only, force or interest ; force, he observed, 
in this country was out of the question, and the in- 
terest therefore of the members must be laid hold 
ef^ to keep the legislature in unison with the execu- 
tive. And with grief and shame it must be ac- 
knowledged that his machine was not without effect; 
that even in this, the birth of our government, some 
members were found sordid enough to bend their 
duty to their interests, and to look after personal 
rather than public good." 

Whatever may have been the mercenary motives 
of some members of Congress who supported the 
policy recommended in Mr. Hamilton's report, it is 
absurd to charge him with a design -to corrupt the 
le^slature, or to promote his personal interests. The 
whole history of this memorable era proves that one 
of the most disinterested men, possessing the stern- 
est integrity and honesty of purpose, who ever moved 
amid its stirring scenes, was the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

A compromise was at length effected between the 
contending fiwstions, in reference to which Mr. 
Jefferson speaks as follows : 

*^ This game was over, and another was on the 
carpet at the moment of my arrival ; and to this I 
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was most.ignorantlj and innocently made to hold 
the candle. This fiscal manoeuyre is well known 
by the name of the Assumption. Independentlj . 
of the debts of Congress, the States had dnrini^ . 
the war contracted separate and heavy debts ; and' 
Massachusetts particularly, in an absurd attempl^ . 
absurdly conducted, on the British post of Penobscot} 
and the more debt Hamilton could rake up the morci ^ 
plunder for his mercenaries. This money, whether . 
wisely or foolishly spent, was pretended to have.,, 
been spent for general purposes, and ought therefore .^ 
to be paid from the general purse. But it was ob- ,, 
jected that nobody knew what these debts were^.j 
what their amount, or what their proo& No mat-, 
ter ; we will guess them to be twenty millions. Bni 
of these twenty millions we do not know how modi 
should be reimbursed to one State, or how much to * 

another. No matter; we will guess. And so 

■•'J 

another scramble was set on foot among the 8eyen4 .^ 
States, and some got much, some little, som^ 
nothing. But the main object was obtained, the., 
phalanx of the treasury was reinforced by additioniil,. 
recruits. 

. -r 
• '. '• 

^^ This measure produced the most bitter and angry . 
contests ever known in Congress, before or since 
the union of the States. I arrived in the midst of 
it. But a stranger to the ground, a stranger to the 
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ictors on it, so long absent as to have lost all famil- 
arity with the subject, and as yet unaware of its 
ibject, I took no concern in it. The great and try- 
ng question however was -lost in the House of 
Representatives. So high were the feuds excited 
by this subject, that on its rejection, business was 
iQspended. Congress met and adjourned from day 
to day without doing any thing ; the parties being 
too much out of temper to do business together. 
The eastern members particularly, who with Smith 
from South Carolina were the principal gamblers in 
these scenes, threatened a secession and dissolution. 
Hamilton was in despair. As I was going to the 
president's one day, I met him in the street. He 
walked m^ backward and forward before the 
president's door for half an hour. He painted pa- 
thetically the temper into which the legislature had 
been wrought ; the disgust of those who were called 
the creditor States ; the danger of the secession of 
their members, and the separation of the States. He 
observed that the members of the administration 
ought to act in concert ; that though this question 
was not of my department, yet a common duty 
should make it a common concern ; that the presi- 
dent was the centre on which all administrative 
questions ultimately rested, and that all of us should 
rally around him and support with joint efforts 
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measures approved by him ; and that the question 
having been lost by a small majority only, it wtt 
probable that an appeal from me to the jadgmeiit 
and discretion of some pf my friends might effect it 

r 

change in the vote, and the machine of govemmenii 
now suspended, might be again set in motion. 
. ^^ I told him that I was really a stranger to fbi 
whole subject ; that not having yet informed myttf 
of the system of finance adopted, I knew not hd# 
far this was a necessary sequence ; that undoubtedlj^ 
if its rejection endangered a dissolution of our Unkil 
at this incipient stage, I should deem that the molt 
unfortunate of all consequences, to avert which flD 
partial and temporary evils should be yielded. I 
proposed to him, however, to dine with me the next 
day, and I would invite another friend or two, bring 
them into conference together, and I thought it !»• 
possible that reasonable men, consulting together 
coolly, could fail by some mutual sacrifices of opm* 
ion, to form a compromise which was to save dit 
Union. The discussion took place. I could takt 
no part in it but an exhortatory one, because I TfM 
a stranger to the circumstances which should g6f^ 
ern it. But it was finally agreed that whatever im- 
portance had been attached to the rejection of fbSi 
proposition, the preservation of the Union and of 
concord among the States was more important, and 
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that therefore it woald be better that the vote of 
x^ection should be rescinded, to effect which some 
;member8 should change their votes. Bat it was 
:Pb6erved that this pill would be peculiarly bitter to 
the Southern States, and that some concomitant 
measure should be adopted to sweeten it a little to 
.tbem. There had before been propositions to fix 
lihe seat of government either at Philadelphia or at 
i&eorgetown, on the Potomac ; and it was thought 
4bat by giving it to Philadelphia for ten years, and 
to Georgetown permanently afterward, this might 
•as an anodyne calm in some degree the ferment 
which might be excited by the other measure alone. 
Bo two of the Potomac members (White and Lee, 
but White with a revulsion of stomach almost con- 
•volsive) agreed to change their votes, and Hamilton 
undertook to carry the other point. In doing this, 
,ihe influence he had established over the eastern 
members, with the agency of Robert Morris with 
.those of the middle States, effected his side of the 
.engagement; and so the assumption was passed, 
^ imd twenty millions of stock divided among favored 
. States, and thrown in as a pabulum to the stock- 
jobbing herd. This added to the number of vota- 
ries to the treasury, and made its chief the master of 
•very vote in the legislature which might give to 
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the government the direction suited to his politicd 



views." 



Daring the progress of 1790 Mr. Jefferson made 
two reports to Congress on subjects referred by 
them to him. One of these was in reference to a 
proposition made bj an individual in England to^ 
furnish the United States with a supply of co{q^ 
coinage. On this subject he held the doctrine that' 
coinage being an attribute of sovereignty, it should 
not be submitted to another sovereign ; that to ex- 
ercise it in a foreign country would be on many 
accounts inconvenient, and was without an exam- 
ple ; and he therefore opposed the proposition and 
recommended that a Mint be established at homOi 

The other report had reference to the subject of 
weights and measures. It recommended the pen- 
dulum in the latitude of 45° north, as the standard 
of lineal and other measures, and rain water at a 
given temperature as the standard of weight. It 
further recommended a system of decimal divisioitt 
both for measures and weights. The report on the 
coinage was adopted. The other seems never to 
have received any action of the legislature, and the 
reform on that subject remains to this day one of 
the desiderata of federal legislation. 

In March, 1791, Mr. Jefferson, by order of the 
President, addressed a letter to the President of the 
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National Assembly of France in answer to their 
decree of the 11th of June, paying a jast tribute to 
tiie memory and the virtues of Dr. Franklin, then 
tecently deceased. A portion of that letter is as 
fallows : 

- ^ That the loss of such a citizen should be la- 
mented by nSy among whom he lived, whom he so 
long and eminentiy served, and who foel their 
'eonntry advanced and honored by his birth, life and 
labors, was to be expected. But it remained for the 
Kational Assembly of France to set the first exam- 
ple of the representatives of one nation doing hom- 
age, by a public act, to the private citizen of another, 
and by withdrawing arbitrary lines of separation, to 
reduce into one fraternity the good and the great, 
wherever they have lived or died. 

*' That these separations may disappear between 
US in all times and circumstances, and that the union 
of sentiment which mingles our sorrows on this oc- 
casion may continue long to cement the friendship 
and the interests of our two nations, is our constant 
prayer. With no one is it more sincere than with 
him who, in being charged with the honor of con- 
veying a public sentiment, is permitted that of 
expressing the homage of profound respect, with 
which he is, sir, your most obedient and most hum- 
ble servant." 
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Another qnestion which was warm] j discnssed in 
the cabinet between the great opposing leaden of . 
the federal and republican parties — Hamilton and 
Jefferson — was that of the incorporation of the 
United States Bank. 

That measure having produced a deep excite- 
ment in both Houses of Congress, as involving fun- 
damental principles of constitutional power, nato- 
rally awakened the patriotism of Washington, which 
induced him to pause and deliberate with bis usoal 
coolness and ability, before he decided upon its final 
adoption. For this purpose he requested a written 
investigation of the merits of the question from Mr. 
Jefferson, in common with the other members of his 
cabinet; in complying with which this statesman 
exhibited a power of reasoning not inferior in bril- 
liancy to that solidity of principle upon which he 
rested as the foundation of his arguments. Simple, 
broad, and comprehensive in his premises, he went 
upon the axiom that a limited constitution, restricted 
by special grants of power, could not authorize a 
sovereign exercise of authority, which no part of 
that instrument allowed or granted in express terms; 
that the power to create a national bank was in its 
very nature one too vast and influential over the whole 
rights and interests of the people, to be either a 
necessary or an incidental power to others expressly 
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granted ; and that it were better for the harmony 
and success of the whole Union, to forego the exer- 
cise of a doubtful power than to breed endless dis- 
sensions and heart-burnings, by assuming an 
authority which could not be sustained by the letter 
of the Constitution, to observe which the govern- 
ment was bound in the exercise of substantive 
powers. In this elucidation of one of the most 
controverted features of the federal government, he 
was decidedly opposed by the eloquent and brilliant 
exposition of Alexander Hamilton, who reasoning 
on opposite principles, and leaning to a government 
of more comprehensive and energetic nature, 
naturally carried with him the already prepossessed 
judgment of the President. But neither the force 
of Hamilton's reasoning nor the hourly augmenting 
weight of the influence of Washington himself, have 
been able to settle this disputed question ; while 
the edifice of free principles erected by the republi- 
can logic of Jefferson will forever remain a monu- 
ment of that inflexible and uncompromising de- 
mocracy which made him so emphatically the man 
ot the people; and which have consecrated his 
opinions upon this subject as a perpetual rallying 
point for the advocates of free principles. State rights, 
and the equality of privileges throughout every 
portion of this great confederacy* 
16* 
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CHAPTER X. 

DISPUTES nr THB OABIVKT Or WASHINGTON — JBFrKRSON's STATEMBHT OF 
HAVILTON'S TIBWS — HAMILTON'S SUPBRIORITr — VR. JBPFBRBON'S PVB- 
POSB OF RBTIRINCH-CIILES' RBS0LUTI0N8 — JHFFBRSON'S ^INDIOATiOR OF 
HIMSELF — HIS PROFOUND AND ABLE OPINION IN REFBRBNCB TO THB WAl 
WITH FRANCE— CONDUCT OF OBNBT, THB FRENCH MIN18TMR — THB LITfUi 
DEMOCRAT — GENET'S RECALL — JEFFBRSON'S DESCRIPTION OF BIS ASSO- 
CIATES IN THE CABINET. 

The great difference of sentiment which existed 
between Jefferson and Hamilton rendered it im- 
possible that much harmony should exist between 
them, either in the deliberations of the cabinet or 
in the active measures of the administration. Thepe 
differences increased with the progress of time, and 
gradually took the form of personal antagonism and 
hostility. In April, 1791, Washington visited the 
Southern States ; and during his absence it became 
necessary for the members of the cabinet to consult 
together without the presence and the restraining in- 
fluence of the President. On one occasion Mr. 
Jefferson invited Mr. Adams, the Vice President, 
Mr. Hamilton, General Knox and Mr. Randolph to 
dinner; and Mr- Jefterson has left on record an 
account of the opinione uttered by Mr. Hamilton on 
(186) 
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tliat occasion, for the purpose of illustrating the 
difference of sentiment coasting between them, and 
to show what Mr. Jefferson held to be the anti- 
republican doctrines entertained by his rival. Jef- 
ferson went so far as to charge Hamilton with being 
in favor of a union with England, and that he 
thought the death of Washington would prove the 
termination of the existence of the Federal Govern- 
ment. But of the truth of these charges there is 
not the slightest evidence. The following statement 
of the opinions expressed by Mr. Hamilton on the 
occasion above referred to, possesses great interest ; 
and for the truth of the narrative, Mr. Jefferson 
solemnly says, "I attest the God who made me !" 

" After the cloth was removed and our question 
argued and dismissed, conversation began on other 
matters, and by some circumstance was led to the 
British constitution, on which Mr. Adams observed, 
* Purge that constitution of its corruption, and give 
to its popular branch equality of representation, and 
it would be the most perfect constitution ever de- 
yised by the wit of man.' Hamilton paused and 
said, * Purge it of its corruption, and give to its 
popular branch equality of representation, and it 
would become an impracticable government ; as it 
stands at present, with all its supposed defects, it is 
the most perfect government which ever existed.' 
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And this was assuredly the exact line which separ* 
ated the political creeds of these two gentlemen* 
The one was for two hereditary branches and an 
honest elective one; the other for an hereditary 
king, with a house of lords and commons corrupted 
to his will, and standing between him and the peo- 
ple. Hamilton was indeed a singular character. Of 
acute understanding, disinterested, honest and hon- 
orable in all private transactions, amiable in society, 
and duly valuing virtue in private life, yet so be- 
witched and perverted by the British example, as to 
be under thorough conviction that corruption was 
essential to the government of a nation. Mr. Adams 
had originally been a republican. The glare of 
royalty and nobility, during his mission to England, 
had made him believe their fascination a necessaiy 
ingredient in government ; and Shay's rebellion, not 
sufficiently understood where he then was, seemed 
to prove that the absence of want and oppression 
was not a sufficient guarantee of order. His book 
on the American Constitution having made known 
his political bias, he was taken up by the monarchial 
federalists in his absence, and on his return to the 
United States he was by them made to believe that 
the general disposition of our citizens was favorable 
to monarchy. He here wrote his * Davila* as a sup- 
plement to the former work, and his election to the 
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Presidency confirmed him in his errors. Innumerable 
addresses too, artfully and industriously poured in 
upon him, deceived him into a confidence that he was 
on the pinnacle of popularity when the gulf was 
yawning at his feet which was to swallow up him and 
kis deceivers. For when General Washington was 
withdrawn, these energumeni of royalism, kept in 
check hitherto by the dread of his honesty, his firm- 
ness, his patriotism, and the authority of his name, 
now mounted on the car of state, and free from control, 
liWe Phaeton on that of the sun, drove headlong and 
wild, looking neither to right nor left, nor regarding 
any thing but the objects they were driving at, until 
displaying these fdlly, the eyes of the nation were 
opened, and a general disbandment of them from 
the public councils took place." 

On another occasion Mr. Jefferson writes that Mr. 
Hamilton having condemned Mr. Adams' writings, 
and particularly "Davila," as being opposed to the 
tnie policy of Washington's administration, pro- 
ceeded to say : 

** * I own it is my opinion, though I do not publish 
it in Dan or Beersheba, that the present government 
is not that which will answer the ends of society, by 
giving stability and protection to its rights, and that 
it will probably be found expedient to go into the 
British form. However, since we have undertaken 
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the experiment, I am for giving it a fair coursey 
whatever my expectations may be. The success 
indeed, so far, is greater than I had expected, and 
therefore at present sacccss seems more probable 
than it had done heretofore, and there are still other 
and other stages of improvement which, if the pres- 
ent does not succeed, may be tried, and ought to be 
tried before we give up the republican form alto- 
gether; for that mind must be really depraved 
which would not prefer the equality of political 
rights, which is the foundation of pure republican- 
ism, if it can be obtained consistently with order. 
Therefore whoever by his writings disturbs the 
present order of things is really blamable, however 
pure his attentions may be, and he was sure Mr. 
Adams' were pure.' This is the substance of a 
declaration made in much more lengthy terms, and 
which seemed to be more formal than usual for a 
private convei'sation between two, and as if intended 
to qualify some less guarded expression which had 
been dropped on former occasions. Thomas Jefteiv 
son has committed it to writing in the moment of 
A. Hamilton's leaving the room." 

Yet it is but justice to Mr. Jefferson to say that, 
notwithstanding his frequent collisions with Mr* 
Hamilton, and the personal and political rivalry 
which existed between them, he possessed magna- 
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Bimity enough on some occasions to render a tribute 
of praise to his great talents. Thus at a subsequent 
period, in reference to the treaty with England ne- 
gotiated by Mr. Jay, he says : 

" Hamilton is really a Colossus to the anti-repub- 
lican party ; without numbers he is a host within 
himself. They have got themselves into a defile, 
where they might be finished ; but too much 
security on the republican part will give time to his 
talents and indefatigableness to extricate them. In 
truth when he comes forward there is nobody but 
yourself who can meet him. 

" The merchants were certainly (except those of 
them who are English) as open-mouthed at first 
against the treaty as any. But the general expres- 
sion of indignation has alarmed them for the 
strength of the government. They have feared the 
shock would be too great, and have chosen to tack 
about and support both treaty and government, 
rather than risk the government." He thus con- 
cludes : " There appears a pause at present in the 
public sentiment which may be followed by a revul- 
sion. This is the eflfect of the desertion of the 
merchants, of the president's chiding answer to 
Boston and Richmond, of the writings of Curtius 
and Camillus, and of the quietism into which people 
naturally fall after first sensations are over. For 
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God's sake take up your pen and give a fiindameniil! . 
reply to Curtius and Camillus," 

In consequence of the dissensions in the cabia«l' 
Mr. Jefferson began to contemplate, , as early iid 
February, 1792, his retirement from the post wfaieh<: 
he held in it. He also perceived that notwithstaiid«i 
ing his utmost efforts to undermine his influenced 
Hamilton really controlled the judgment and meftq 
sures of the President. He thought the influeobso 
and patronage attached to the Treasury departmenl^ 
absorbed that of all the other branches of the gofi^ 
emment, and overshadowed them. The truth was, 
that prodigious genius of Hamilton, his indefatigabk" 
energy, the versatility of his powers, his elabonlt^ 
reports, his unrivalled eloquence, his facility in ib^ 
disposal of business, and the confidence of tba; 
nation in his patriotism, rendered him the command^^^' 
ing spirit in the administration. Notwithstandinj^^ 
the profound though less shining abilities of Jeffe]>»? 
son, the greater glory belonged to his rivaL i:i 

Washington received the intimation of his pier 
posed withdrawal from Mr. Jefferson with sinoeEi. 
regreft. His presence in the cabinet gave strongcf i 
unity to the nation. He represented the vastr^' 
publican or democratic body in its deliberations, and^ 
be was a pillar of strength to the adniinistratioiw 
Washington endeavored to dissuade him from tbfi 
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execution of bis purpose, and succeeded so far as to 
induce him to postpone it for a time. The differ- 
ences, however, which divided the cabinet were not 
healed. On the 23d of January, 1792, Mr. Giles 
introduced resolutions into the House of Represen- 
tatives, designed to inculpate Mr. Hamilton as 
Secretary of the Treasury. These resolutions were 
proposed at the instance and with the approbation 
of Mr. Jefferson. In reference to these resolutions, 
Mr. Jefferson thus writes in his diary, under date of 
March 2d: 

"He, (Mr. Giles,) and one or two others, were 
sanguine enough to believe that the palpableness of 
these resolutions rendered it impossible the house 
could reject them. Those who knew the composi- 
tion of the house : 1, of bank directors ; 2, holders 
of bank-stock ; 8, stock-jobbers ; 4, blind devotees ; 
5f Ignorant persons, who did not comprehend them ; 
6, lazy and good-humored persons, who compre- 
hended and acknowledged them, yet were too lazy 
to examine, or unwilling to pronounce censure ; the 
perK>ns who knew these characters foresaw that the 
ikree first descriptions making one-third of the 
hoose, the three latter would make one-half of the 
residue ; and of course that they would be rejccte<l 
by a majority of two to one. But they thought that 
even this rejection would do good, by showing the 
17 
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public the desperate and abandoned dispoatioiis 
with which their affairs were conducted. The WKk 
Intions were proposed, and nothing spared to pi>l^ 
sent them in the fullness of demonstration. 'Ibim 
were not more than three or four who voted cf&m^ 
wise than had been expected." 

The result of this investigation was &vonUfi 
to the integrity of the Secretary of the Treasaij^ 
and in fitvor of the wisdom and prudence of thp 
measures which he had recommended. This resuM - 
had not tended to increase the kindness of feeling 
between the heads of the two great parties. Hos- 
tilities and recriminations continued between theitti 
Mr. Jefferson thus defends himself against some 
anonymous attacks in the newspaper, which h^ 
attributed, without any evidence to support the mp' 
position, to the agency of Mr. Hamilton : 

** He charges me — 1. With having written lettOT 
from Europe to my friemls to oppose the pressnt 
Constitution, while depemling. 2. With a desire tf 
not paying the public debt. 8. With setting upja 
paper to decry and slander the government. 

^^The first charge is most felse. I approved 4kf 
much of the Constitution as most persons, andnuMf 
of it was disapproved by my accuser thaii by me, mi 
of its parts most vitally republican. My objectiovi 
to the Constitution was the want of a bill of rigfali 
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•—Colonel Hamilton *B that it wanted a king and 
house of lords. The sense of America has approved 
mj objection, and added the bill of rights, and not 
the king and lords. I wanted the presidential term 
longer and not renewable ; ^ my country thought 
otherwise and I have acquiesced.' As to the public 
debt, he emphatically denies the charge, says he 
wishes "the debt paid off to-morrow; Colonel 
Hamilton never ; but alwajrs to remain in existence 
for him to manage and corrupt the legislature." * 

Notwithstanding his repeatedly expressed deter- 
mination to retire from oiSice, Mr. Jefferson accepted 
a renewal of his appointment as Secretaiy of State 
under Washington's second administration, which 
commenced on the 4th of March, 1793. War having 
been declared by France against England, the policy 
of the United States under these circumstances 
toward the belligerents became involved in much 
difficulty. Washington immediately submitted to 
each member of his cabinet a series of propositions 
in writing on the subject. These same propositions 
were afteward discussed in the cabinet. The main 
question was, whether the existing treaties with 
France were then binding on the United States ? 
The paper drawn up by Mr. Jefferson on this occa- 
sion is remarkable for the originality of its views, 
the vigor of its reasoning, and its gonenil ability. 
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I 

At this crisis M. Genet was appointed Freneli 
minister to the United States. In reference to Aft 
person, Mr. Jefferson says : -« 

^^ If ever, in my opinion, was so calamitous it 
appointment made as that of the present minister <|f 
France here. Hot-headed, all imagination, no ja4|^ 
ment, passionate, disrespectful, and even indecant 
toward the President in his written as well as \m 
verbal communications before Congress or the paUi% 
they will excite indignation. He renders my por- 
tion immensely difficult. He does me justice pe^ 
Bonally ; and giving him time to vent himself, ui 
become more cool, I am on a footing to advise Uft ^ 
freely, and he respects it ; but he will break Ott 
again on the very first occasion, so that he is iitoi^ 
pable of correcting himself. To complete our mkh 
fortune, we have no channel through which we <M 
correct tlie irritating representations he may makok? 

Genet insisted that French cruisers should hiM 
the right to bring their prizes into American p(HAV 
under the treaty of 1778. He also asserted that 
French citizens possessed the right to arm and a^pif 
their ships of war in American ports. These p09h 
tions Mr. Jefferson denied, and he held that 1i# 
assertion of the right of sovereignty by a neutal 
nation in its own ports become a duty, whenever ft 
was violated to the injury of a belligerent The ask 
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df vessels taken by French crnisers was stopped at 
Philadelphia by the government. Genet immedi- 
ately and insolently demanded restitution, damages 
and interest. He also demanded the payment of the 
debt due by the United States to France, amounting 
ta two million three hundred thousand dollars. 
Genet then proceeded to speculate privately on his 
own account. He bought, equipped and commis- 
rioned a prize, called the Little Democrat^ and 
prepared to dispatch her on a cruise. The governor 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, requested Genet to 
delay the departure of his vessel. He refused. The 
Little Democraty on the 11th of July fell down the 
Delaware to Chester, on her outward voyage. The 
Qjabinet was convened. They resolved to detain all 
vessels of any of the belligerents which had been 
armed in the United States, together with their 
prizes, nntil the questions thereon arising could be 
definitely settled. But in defiance of this order the 
JAUU Democrat put to sea, and cruised along the 
American coasts. The government then determined 
to demand the recall of Qenet, as French minister, 
as the only expedient whereby the offended dignity 
of the United States could be satisfied without 
ibvolviug both countries in the horrors and calami- 
tics of a war. With unexpected magnanimity the 
French Directory recalled Genet, censured his 
17* 
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condact, and resolved to send fonr commissioneiv 
to the United States, to send Genet home a prisoner 
and to augment the good feeling and unity whidi 
existed between the two nations. The sudden ovq5 
throw of the government at home defeated the exe^ 
cution of this purpose. G-enet was deprived of ha 
diplomatic powers, but remained permanently in thA 
United States. Mr. Jefferson describes in the fok 
lowing sarcastic and scarcely excusable language, 
the deliberations of his associates in the cabinet, in 
reference to the movements of Genet. We extract 
from a letter to Mr. Madison, dated August U, 
1793. 

" I believe it will be true wisdom in the repabfr 
can party to approve unequivocally of a state (rf 
neutrality ; to avoid little cavils about who should 
declare it; to abandon Genet entirely, with es* 
pressions of strong friendship and adherence to bis 
nation, and confidence that he has acted againdt 
their sense. In this way we shall keep the people 
on our side, by keeping ourselves in the right Ttajr 
made the establishment of the democratic sooietf 
here the ground for sounding the alarm that this 
society, (which they considered as the antifedend 
and discontented faction,) was put into motion by 
M. Genet, and would by their corresponding socie- 
ties, in all the States, draw the mass of the peopte 
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by dint of misinformation into their vortex, and 
overset the government. The President was 
stroogly impressed by this picture, drawn by Hamil- 
ton, in three speeches of three-quarters of an hour's 
length each. I opposed it totally ; told the Presi* 
dent plainly, in their presence, that the intention 
was to dismount him from being the head of the 
nation, and make him the head of a party ; that this 
would be the effect of making him, in an appeal to 
the people, declare war against the republican 
party. Eandolph, according to his half-way system 
between wrong and right, urged the putting off the 
appeal. The President came into his idea, or rather 
concluded that the question on it might be put off 
indefinitely, to be governed by events. If the 
demonstrations of popular adherence to him become 
as general and as warm as I believe they will, I 
think he will never again bring on the question ; if 
there is an appearance of their supporting Genet, 
he will probably make the appeal. Knox is the 
poorest creature I ever saw, having no color of his 
own, and reflecting that nearest to him. When he 
is with me he is a whig, when with Hamilton he is 
a tory, when he is with the President he is what he 

thinks will please him The President always 

acquiesces in the majority ! 

" You ask the sense of France with regard to the 
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defensive quality of the gtu^antee. I know it no 
otherwise than firom Genet. His doctrine is, that 
without waiting to be called on — without waiting 
'till the islands were attacked, the moment France 
was engaged in a war, it was our duty to fly to armi 
as a nation, and the duly of every one to do it as a& 
individuaL" 
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On the 31st of December, 1798, Mr. Jefferson 
ezecuted his long-threatened purpose of retiring 
from the office of Secretary of State. His motives 
for BO doing have been freqaently discussed, com- 
mended and censured. They seem in reality to 
have been of a complex nature, and quite varied and 
dissimilar in their character. It is doubtless true 
that he was fond of rural and agricultural life ; 
that he desired greater leisure to cultivate his taste 
for literature and science ; that he delighted in the 
society of his daughters and grand-children ; and 
that he had already served the public through many 
years of laborious activity. But it seems to be also 
true, that the preponderating cause of bis withdrawal 
at this time from the cares ot office was the fact that 
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Hamilton had secured the ascendency over Wash- 
ington and his cabinet ; that Jefferson's popalarily 
at this period was on the wane ; and that the pros^ 
pects of the administration, of which he was an im* 
portant member, were then gloomy and forbid^ng. 
At this period party dissensions began to rage with 
greater fdry ; and a revolution in popular sentiment 
threatened soon to leave the administration of 
Washington in a helpless minority. Jefferson being 
attached to the ultra doctrines of liberty was asso- 
ciated in the cabinet with men whose love of firee- 
dom was tempered by a regard for authority, a 
reverence for the past, and esteem for order and 
subordination. Among such men Mr. Jefferson 
was not at home ; and though his great talents and 
reflective sagacity gave him importance and re- 
spectability, they could not secure him a predominat- 
ing influence. He seized the most appropriate 
opportunity to escape firom the falling wreck with 
safety, security, and honor. Jefferson thought he 
foresaw that the popularity of Washington waa 
about to be destroyed by an outburst of popular 
indignation ; and he did not wish to incur any 
portion of that obloquy which the baseness and 
ingratitude of a thankless nation were about to 
inflict^ as he feared, upon the author of their libe^ 
ties. Jefferson also thought that the tide of demo- 
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eratic sentiment was rising rapidly throngbont the 
nation ; and the result eventually proved the sagacity 
of his calculations. How far he co-operated, after 
his retirement, in the attainment of this result, it is 
difUcult to say ; but it is unquestionable th^ he 
still cherished a dislike to Washington, a hatred of 
Hamilton, and a detestation of their party, as will 
appear from the following letters to Mr. Madison, 
dated April 8d, and December 28th, 1794 

**Dear Sik : Our post having ceased to ride ever 
since the inoculation began in Bichmond till now, I 
received three days ago, and all together, your 
friendly fiivors of March 2, 9, 12, 14, and Colonel 
Monroe's of March 8 and 16. I have been particu- 
larly gratified by the receipt of the papers containing 
yours and Smith's discussion of your regulating 
propositions. These debates had not been seen here 
bat in a very short and mutilated form. I am at no 
loss to ascribe Smith's speech to its true father. 
Every tittle of it is Hamilton's except the introduc- 
tion. There is scarcely any thing there which I 
have not heard from him in our various private, 
though official discussions. The very turn of the 
arguments is the same and others will see as well 
as myself, that the style is Hamilton's. The sophis* 
try is too fine, too ingenious, even to have been com- 
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prehended by Smith, much less di 
His reply shows that he did not ondei 
speech; as its general inferiority prov4 
macy, as evidently as it does the 
original. You know we had und^ 
Hamilton had prepared a counter rej 
some of his humble servants in the 
move a reference to him in order to 
I suppose they thought it would have •: 
if fired off in the House of Bepreseni 
the report, however, so fully justified, 
ties with which I left it are perfectly 
this quarter all espouse your propoaitii 
and without a dissenting voice, 

^^ The rumor of a declaration of war- 
opportunity of seeing that the people 
attentive to the loss of value of their pi 
an event, yet find in it a gratification oi 
passions, and particularly of their anci< 
Great Britain. Still I hope it will not 
but that the proposition will be carrii 
be done ourselves in a peaceable way. 
guarantee of tlie French Islands, whi 
may be entertained of the moment 
ought to interpose, yet I have no doubt 
ought to interpose at a proper time, 
both to England and France that these 
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to rest with France, and that we will make a com- 
mon cause with the latter for that object As to 
the naval armament, the land armament, and the 
marine fortifications, which are in question with you, 
Lhave no doubt they will all be carried. Not that 
tli6 monocrats and papermen in Congress want war ; 
but they want armies and debts ; and though we 
may hope that the sound part of Congress is now so 
augmented as toinsure amigority in cases of general 
interest merely, yet I have always observed that in 
questions of expense, where members may hope 
either for ofiBces or jobs for themselves or their 
friends, some few will be debauched, and tbat is 
sufficient to turn the decision where a majority is at 
most but small. I have never seen a Philadelphia 
paper since I left it, till those you enclosed me ; and 
I feel myself so thoroughly weaned from the inter- 
est I took in the proceedings there while there, that 
I have never had a wish to see one, and believe that 
I never shall take another newspaper of any sort. I 
find my mind totally absorbed in my rural occu- 
pations. 

<< Accept sincere assurances of affection, &c." 

" MonticeUoy Dec. 28, 1794. 
**Dbar Sir : I have kept Mr. Jay's letter a post or 
two, with an intention of considering attentively 
18 
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tbe obserrations it contains ; but I have really so lit* 
tie stomacb for any thing of that kind that I have not 
resolution enough even to endeavor to understand 
the observations. I therefore return the letter, not to 
delay your answer to it, and beg you in answeiv 
ing for yourself, to assure him of my respects and 
thankful acceptance of Chalmers' Treatise, which I 
do not possess, and if you possess yourself of Ham 
scope of his reasoning, make any answer to it yon 
please for me. If it had been on the rotation of my 
crops, I would have answered myself, lengthily pe^ 
haps, but certainly con gusto. 

^^ The denunciation of the democratic societies is 
one of the extraordinary acts of boldness of which 
we have seen so many from the faction of monocrats. 
It is wonderful indeed, that the President should 
have permitted himself to be the organ of such ati 
attack on the freedom of discussion, the freedom of 
writing, printing and publishing. It must be a 
matter of rare curiosity to get at the modifications 
of these rights proposed by them, and to see whit 
line their ingenuity would draw between democrati* 
cal societies, whose avowed object is the nourish* 
ment of the republican principles of our Constitution 
and the Society of the Cincinnatti, a self-created 
one, carving out for itself hereditary distinctions, 
lowering over our Constitution eternally, meeting 
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tcigetLer in all parts of the Union periodically, with 
dosed doors, accumulating a capital in their sepa- 
late treasury, corresponding secretly and regularly, 
and of which society the very persons denouncing 
the democrats are themselves the fiithers, founders, 
and high officers. Their sight must be perfectly 
dazzled by the glittering of crowns and coronets, 
not to see the extravagance of the proposition to 
suppress the friends of general freedom ; while those 
who wish to confine that freedom to the few, are 
permitted to go on in their principles and practices. 
I here put out of sight the persons whose misbeha- 
vior has been taken advantage of to slander the 
friends of popular rights ; and I am happy to ob- 
serve that, as far as the circle of my observation and 
information extends, every body has lost sight of 
them, and views the abstract attempt on their natural 
and constitutional rights in all its nakedness. I have 
never heard of a single expression or opinion which 
did not condemn it as an inexcusable aggression. 
And with respect to the transactions against the excise 
law, it appears to me that you are all swept away in 
the torrent of governmental opinions, or that we do 
not know what these transactions have been. We 
know of none which, according to the definitions of 
the law, have been any thing more than riotous. 
There was indeed a meeting to consult about a 
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separation. Bat to consalt on a question does not 
amount to a determination of that question in the, 
affirmative, still less to the acting on such a det^ 
mination ; but we shall see, I suppose, what tb^ 
court lawyers and courtly judges, and would-be aoK 
bassadors will make of it. The excise law is m 
infernal one. The first error was to admit itbj 
the Constitution ; the second to act on that admisr 
sion ; the third and last will be to make it the in^ 
strument of dismembering the Union and setting ns 
all afloat to choose what part of it we will adhere ta 
The information of our militia, returned from the 
westward, is uniform, that though the people there 
let them pass quietly, they were objects of their 
laughter, not of their fear ; that one thousand men 
could have cut off their whole force in a thousand 
places of the Alleghany ; that their detestation ci 
the excise law is universal, and* has now associated 
to it a detestation of the government ; and that sepft^ 
ration which perhaps was a very distant and probl^ 
matical event is now near and certain, and determined 
m the mind of every man. I expected to have seott 
some justification of arming one part of the societf 
against another ; of declaring a civil war the mor 
ment before the meeting of that body which has the 
sole right of declaring war ; of being so patient at 
the kicks and scoffs of our enemies, and rising at a 
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feather against our friends ; of adding a million to 
the public debt, and deriding us with recommenda- 
tions to pay it if we can, &c., &c. But the part of 
the speech which was to be taken as a justification 
of the armament, reminded me of parson Saunders' 
demonstration why mintts into minu» makes plus* 
After a parcel of shreds of stuff from ^sop's Fables 
and Tom Thumb, he jumps all at once into his ergoy 
minus multiplied into minus makes plus. Just so 
the fifteen thousand men enter after the fables in 
the speech. 

" However, the time is coming when we shall 
fetch up the leeway of our vessel. The changes in 
your house I see are going on for the better, and 
even the Augean herd over your heads are slowly 
purging off their impurities. Hold on then, my dear 
friend, that we may not shipwreck in the meanwhile. 
I do not see in the minds of those with whom I 
converse, a greater affliction than the fear of your 
retirement ; but this must not be, unless to a more 
splendid and more efficacious post. There I should 
rejoice to see you ; I hope I may say I shall rejoice 
to see you. I have long had much in my mind to 
say to you on that subject ; but double delicacies have 
kept me silent. I ought perhaps to say, while I 
would not give up my own retirement for the 
empire of the universe, how I can justify wishing 
18* 
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«)ne whose happiness I have so mnch at heart u 
yours, to take the front of the battle which Lb fight* 
ing for my security. This would be easy enough to 
be done, but not at the heel of a lengthy epistle. 
Adieu." 

The immediate occasion of the resignation of Mr, 
Jefferson was the finite which befel his last offidal 
report to Congress on the commerce and naviga- 
tion of the United States in their relations to 
foreign governments^ with suggestions upon the 
measures which it would be expedient to adopt to 
improve and extend the same. This report asserts 
the doctrine of Free Trade, and yet entertains the 
contingencies of a Protective Tariff. 

He begins by considering the value of the artides 
of our export to the different countries with whom 
we exchange commodities; and then proceeds to 
investigate the restrictions which other nations havQ 
imposed upon our trade ; whence he branches oat 
into an appeal to Congress, to devise and adopt the 
most eligible modes for their modification, counter- 
action, or removal. He then suggests as two of the 
most eligible methods : Jirgt^ Negotiations for com- 
mercial treaties on the basis of reciprocity; and 
secondy Legislative enactments imposing counter 
acting restrictions upon the trade of those nations 
which will not treat on the first-named condition. 
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Commercial regulations he deemed preferable, be- 
cause be contended that an unshackled and free 
trade was the most profitable, reasonable and just; 
Mid that the United States ought to hold in special 
favor any nation which would, by commencing the 
system, set a good example for others to follow ; and 
in the same spirit to resist with rigorous counteract- 
ing duties, the commerce and navigation of those 
ooHntries that pertinaciously adhered to the system 
of prohibitions, high duties, or vexatious exactions. 
An obvious train of powerful argument is adduced 
to Bnstmn this just position, and recommend to 
national patronage the navigation interest of the 
country; ur^ng with a fervor commensurate to the 
great importance of the question, the adoption of the 
system of national reciprocity — opposing tariff to 
tariff— duty against duty ; but at all times giving a 
decided preference to free and unrestrained trade, 
universally guaranteed firom all shackles by com- 
mercial treaties and arrangements. 

In support of this report Mr. Madison introduced 
a series of resolutions in the House, which called 
forth a long and animated debate. The hostility of 
the majority of the Representatives against the 
report was so intense and so evident, that the reso- 
lutions were never put to the vote ; and thus the 
matter ended in a virtual defeat of the Secretary of 
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State. This report was made on the 16th of Decem- 
ber ; and immediately after the termination of the 
debate, on the Slat of the same month, Mr. Jefieraon 
sent in his resignation. His intention was expressed 
to Washington in the following language : 

" Philadelphia, December 81, 179a 
^^ Sir : Having had the honor of communicatiiif 
to you, in my letter of the last of July, my purpose 
of retiring frotii the office of Secretary of State, it 
the end of the month of September, you were 
pleased, for particular reasons, to wish its postpone- 
ment to the close of the year. That term being now 
arrived, and my propensity to retirement becoming 
daily more and more irresistible, I now take the 
liberty of resigning the office into your hands. Be 
pleased to accept my sincere thanks for all the in- 
dulgences which you have been so good as to exe^ 
cise toward me in the discharge of its duties. 
Conscious that my need of them has been great, I 
have still ever found them greater, without any 
other claim on my part than a firm support of whet 
has appeared to be right and a thorough disdain of 
all means which were not as open and honorable as 
their object was pure. I carry into my retirement 
a lively sense of your goodness, and shall continue 
gratefully to remember it 
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* With my serious prayers for your life, health, 
and tranquillity, I pray you accept the homage of 
the great and constant respect and attachment with 
which I have the honor to be, &c." 

But it is doubtless true that the many and bitter 
dissensions which had occurred in the Cabinet be- 
tween Jefferson and Hamilton, had at length ren- 
dered it impossible for them to act together to any 
extent. In vain had Washington endeavored to 
harmonize their disputes. How earnestly he 
desired this result may be inferred from the follow- 
ing extract from the letter which he addressed to 
each member of his Cabinet : 

" My earnest wish and my fondest hope, therefore, 
is, that instead of wounding suspicions and irritat- 
ing charges, there may be liberal allowances, mutual 
forbearances, and temporising yielding on all sides. 
Under the exercise of these, matters will go on 
smoothly, and, if possible, more prosperously. With- 
out them every thing must rub, the wheels of gov- 
ernment will clog, our enemies will triumph, and 
by throwing their weight into the disaffected scale, 
may accomplish the ruin of the goodly fabric we 
have been erecting, 

" I do not mean to apply this advice, or these ob- 
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servations, to any particniar person or character. I 
have given them in the same general terms to other 
officers of the government, becansethe disagreementi 
which have arisen from difference of opinions, and 
the attacks which have been made apon almost aft 
the measures of government, and most of its execu- 
tive officers, have for a long time past filled me witii 
painful sensations, and cannot fail, I think, €i 
producing unhappy consequences at home aad 

abroad." 

/ 

That Mr. Jefferson was to blame for a large share 
of the difficulties and disputes which embarrassed 
the Cabinet, is unqueUionable. His personal hatred 
of Mr. Hamilton inflamed his feelings and beclouded 
his judgment In this state of mind he often op- 
posed good measures, simply because they were de- 
fended and approved by his rival. He also aggra- 
vated the existing evils by making charges against 
Hamilton which were dictated by personal spite ; 
which were unfounded in truth ; and which com- 
pelled his foe to retort, and to defend himself with 
acrimony. As an instance of this, we may cite the 
accusation made by Mr. Jefferson, that Mr. Hamil- 
ton had corrupted members of the legislature and 
had rewarded his friends by dealing out the finaa- 
cial secrets of the Treasury. This charge had been 
first made by Mr. Jefferson in a letter to Washing- 
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ton, dated May 23d, 1792.'*' A complaint of such 
fieverity and importance as this, should have been 
sustained by something like proof; and if it had 
been true, the evidence in support of it would have 
been accessible. If Jefferson had possessed no 
proof, he should not have made the charge; and 
the fact that he adduced no evidence and cited no 
particulars, evinces clearly that he could not do so. 
Had he possessed the ability he certainly would not 
have wanted the inclination. 

But, unfortunately for the sincerity and veracity 
of Mr. Jefferson, while there is a total absence of 
proof in support of his assertion, there is direct evi- 
dence in existence of its falsity. 

Among the most intimate and esteemed friends 
of Mr. Hamilton was Colonel Lee, well known for 
his many brilliant exploits during the Revolution. 
He had been closely associated with Mr. Hamilton 
at the head-quarters of the army, during the period 
when the latter was Washington's private secretary. 
He was a person whom Hamilton would have gladly 

* See Writings of G. Washington, by Sparks : Vol. x. Appendix, p. 
604. JeifenKHi repeats the eharge in another letter to Waskington, 
dated Sept 9, 1792. See Writings of Washington: Vol. z. Appendix, 
p. 517. The letter of May 2dd, 1792, with a yery slight change of 
form, was the letter Washington addressed to Hamilton, Jnly 29th, 
1702. See Washington's Writings : Vol. x. p. 249. Compare Hamil< 
ton's answer to the queries contained in that letter, — Hamiltoa's 
Works: Vol. iv. pp. 247, 218. 



216 THE LlfX AKD TUIE8 

Bcired on any possible occasion, by any means ia 
his power. Immediately before Hamilton made hii 
report to Congress in reference to the public credit^ 
in December, 1789, Colonel Lee addressed certun 
queries to Mr. Hamilton in reference to the poliejr 
and measures which he intended to recommend, foi 
the purpose of using the information thus obtained 
in private financial operations. Here was aa 
instance in which Mr. Hamilton could have obliged 
one of his best friends, and could have also used the 
secrets of the Treasury in strengthening his support- 
ers in Congress, had he desired to do so. Hit 
answer to Col. Lee, dated December 1st, 1789, ifft* 
mediately before his report was made to Congro9% 
is as follows : 

" My Dear Friend : I received your letter of the 
16th inst. I am sure you are sincere when you say 
that you would not subject me to an impropriety; 
nor do I know there would be any in answering your 
queries, fiut you remember the saying with regard 
to Caesar's wife. I think the spirit of it applicable 
to every man concerned in the administration of the 
finances of a country ; with respect to the condaot 
of such men, mspicion is ever eagle-eyed, and the 
most innocent things may be misrepresented. Be 
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Msared of the affectionate friendship of yours, 



Now although the evidence which proves that Mr. 
Banulton refused to reveal treasury secrets to Col. 
Lee, does not absolutely show that he did not reveal 
fliem to others, it proves, in the absence of all testi- 
mony to the contrary, that the same spirit would 
actaate him consistently in all his official transac- 
tions ; and the inference is legitimate and just, that 
he never did thus violate the dictates of honor and 
dnty. K this be true, then the conclusion is una- 
voidable, that Mr. Jefferson made false charges 
against his rival ; charges which he had no reason 
whatever to believe to be true; and consquently 
that those dissensions in the Cabinet, which resulted 
in part from the propagation of these slanders, were 
to some extent attributable to the conduct of Mr. 
Jefferson. This censure becomes more just when 
it is remembered that this ungrounded and unproven 
accusation is frequently repeated by him against 
Hamilton, both in his letters and in his Ana. That 
his longer connection with the Cabinet of Washing- 
ton was impossible under such circumstances, and 
in the midst of such jealousies and recriminations, 
ia not dngular 

* See Works of llamiltoD, by his Son : VoL t., p. 446. 
19 
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Even the hostile feelings which had gradually 
grown up between Mr. Je^rson and the Presidenl ' 
were such as to render their further connection un- 
pleasant. The National gazette had been established 
by Mr. Jefferson ; and its leading articles eontiufi^ 
ally and bitterly attacked Washington, Hamilton^ 
and their measures. In many of these articles tbo 
style of Jefferson was clearly detected ; and their 
abuse of the President was most execrable. A 
literary adventurer named Freneau was used bj 
him as his chief tool in the conduct of this pap6& 
Mr. Jefferson was fully aware of the chagrin inflicted 
by the attacks of that man upon Washington. In 
his Ana he thus speaks of the complaints made by 
Washington to him in person, in a private inte^ 
view: 

" He adverted to a piece in Freneau's paper of 
yesterday ; he said he despised all their attacks on 
him personally, but that there never had been an act 
of the government, not meaning in the executive 
line only, but in any line, which that paper had not 
abused. He had also marked the word republic 
thus (V) where it was applied to the French repub- 
lic. He was evidently sore and warm, and I took 
his intention to be that I should interpose in some 
way with Freneau, perhaps withdraw his appoiut- 
ment of translating clerk to my ofUce. But I will 
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not do it. BU paper hoi Mavtd owr CofutUutianj 
which was galloping fast into monarchy, and has 
been checked by no one means so powerfully as that 
paper. It is well and universally known, that it has 
been that paper which has checked the career of the 
monocrats ; and the President, not sensible of the 
designs of the party, has not, with his usual good 
sense and sang froid, looked on the efforts and 
effects of this free press, and seen that though some 
bad things have passed through it to the public, yet 
fhe good have preponderated immensely." 

After Mr. Jefferson's return to Monticello, it is 
certain that his residence became for several years 
the head-quarters of those who were opposed to the 
administration of Washington, and that all the 
democratic measures which were proposed in Con- 
gres were undertaken after his advice and approval 
had been obtained. He had a share in directing the 
attacks of the opposition journals, and he made with 
his own hand draughts of the bills, resolutions and 
reports which were offered to Congress by his con- 
federates. His most intimate friends and associates 
at this period were Messrs. Madison, Monroe and 
Giles. It was at this period of his retirement that 
he wrote his famous letter to Mr. Mazzei, his Italian 
friend, in which he is charged with having traduced 
Washington. This letter was not intended for 
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the public eye ; but nnfortnnately it was translated 
into Italian in Florence, thence into French, and 
afterward published in the Mbniteur. It was subse- 
quently retranslated into English, and published 
both in England and the United States. The por- 
tion of this letter which refers to politics is as fot 
lows: 

"The aspect of our politics has wonderfully 
changed since you left us April 24, 1796. In place 
of that noble love of liberty and republican goverrf- 
ment which carried us triumphantly through ihd 
war, an Anglican monarchical and aristocratical 
party has sprung up, whose avowed object is to draw 
over us the substance, as they have already done 
the forms, of the British government, The main 
body of our citizens, however, remain true to their 
republican principles ; the whole landed interest iB 
republican, and so is a great mass of talents. 
Against us are the executive, the judiciary, two out 
of three branches of the legislature, all the officen 
of the government, all who want to be officers, all 
timid men who prefer the calm of despotism to the 
boisterous sea of liberty; British merchants and 
Americans trading on British capitals, speculators 
and holders in the banks and public funds, a con- 
trivance invented for the purposes of corruption, 
and for assimilating us in all things to the rotten 
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well as the sound parts of the British model. It 
would give you a fever were I to name to you the 
apostates who have gone over to these heresies, men 
who were Samsons in the field and Solomons in the 
council, but who have had their heads shorn by the 
harlot England. In short, we are likely to preserve 
the liberty we have obtained only by unremitting 
labors and perils. But we shall preserve it ; and our 
mass of weight and wealth on the good side is so 
greats as to leave no danger that force will ever be 
attempted against us. We have only to awake and 
snap the liliputian cords with which they have been 
entangling us during the first sleep which succeeded 
our labors. I begin to feel the effects of age. My 
health has suddenly broken down, with symptoms 
which give me to believe I shall not have much to 
encounter of the tedium vitcB. While it remains, 
however, my heart will be warm in its friendships, 
and among these, will always foster the affections, 
with which I am, dear sir, your friend and servant, 

&C." 

This letter has long been the theme of dispute 
between the friends and enemies of Mr. Jefferson. 
The former deny that Washington was referred to 
in it by the author, in any way. The latter assert 
the contrary. Timothy Pickering states, on the 
authority of Dr. Stuart, that Washington, after the 
19* 
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termination of his second and last administratioiii 
called its author personally to account for the injnry 
thus done him ; and that Mr. Jefferson appeased tiiA 
just resentment of Washington by some great aet 
of apology and humiliation, the precise nature ia4! 
degree of which never became known. The full adif 
accurate truth in reference to this afibir cannot n€f% 
be recovered ; for the [apse of time, and the caraMi 
removal of many sources of information, have eflea^. 
tually covered it forever with the mantle of obliidmiie. 
Mr. Jefferson appears in a more pleasing and- 
amiable light when viewed Upon his estate, engaged 
in the harmless and agreeable occupation of agrienU 
ture. The celebrated French traveler, the Duke dt 
Liancourt, thus describes the sage and politician of 
Monticello at this period : ^^His conversation is of the 
most agreeable kind, and he possesses a stock of in- 
formation not inferior to that of any other man. In 
Europe he would hold a distinguished rank among 
men of letters, and as such he has already appeared 
there. At present he is employed with activity and 
perseverance in the management of his farms and 
buildings, and he orders, directs and pursues, in the 
minutest detail, every branch of business relating to 
them. The author of this sketch found him in the 
midst of harvest, firom which the scorching heat of 
the sun does not prevent his attendance. Hit 
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negroes are nourished, clothed, and treated as well 
as his white servants could be. As he cannot 
expect any assistance from the two small neighbor- 
ing towns, every article is made on his farm ; his 
negroes are cabinet-makers, carpenters, masons, 
bricklayers, &;c. The children he employs in a nail 
manufactory, which yields already a considerable 
jHofit. The young and old negresses spin for the 
dothing of the rest He animates them by rewards 
and distinctions ; in fine, his superior mind directs 
the management of his domestic concerns with the 
same abilities, activity and regularity, which he 
evinced in the conduct of public affairs, and which 
he is calculated to display in every situation in life/* 



224 THE LIFB AHD TIMB8 



It 

CHAPTER XIL ...j 

KB. JSFFBB80H BLBCTBD TICB-PRBSIBEirT — HII BBLAnOBS TO THB VMOm' 
DBHT — THE KBW CABIHBT — DISPUTBS WITH THB TBBirCH GOVBBinCHlll» 
▲MKBICAB BHYOTI IBHT TO PABIl — THBIB BBCBPTIOR THBB»H||| 
JKPPKBSON'I political CRBKD— INDIGNATIOH in THB UBITBD ITAfM 
AOAIHST FBANCB — BAPOLBOB BOBAPABTB SUCOBBDS TO THB FEBhI 
DIRBOTOBT, ABD HAKBI A TBBATT WITH THB UBITBD 8TATB8— TIBBOyp 
TIOB OF HB. ADAHS' ADHUflSTBATION — TBI APPROACHING BLBCTIOB— M> 
LOGAN'S PBIYATB MISSION TO FBANCB. ^' 



Mr. Jefferson's retirement from public offifli 
continued during the space of three years, hx Qtt 
tober, 1796, John Adams was elected Presidestk ' 
and Mr. Jefferson Vice-President of the Uniteil 
States. The former received seventy-one votes, tiijp 
latter sixty-eight. In spite of his prodigious deM^ 
tion to the cultivation of Lucerne and potatoes, }Sit» 
Jefferson at once accepted the proffered dignity. In 
February, 1797, he prepared to leave Monticello for 
Philadelphia, where the Federal Government wii 
then located. Previous to this period he had not 
been on very friendly terms with the President 
elect ; but on December 28th, he addressed him a 
conciliatory letter, and immediately on his arrival 
at Philadelphia paid his respects to Mr. Adams in 
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person. The next day Mr. Adams returned the 
visit. Their former friendly feelings were again 
revived, a circumstance which augured favorably for 
the harmony of the ensuing administration. The 
Cabinet of Mr. Adams consisted of Timothy Picker- 
ing as Secretary of State, Mr. Wolcott as Secretary 
dt the Treasury, Mr. McHenry as Secretary of War, 
and Mr. Lee as Attorney-General. The relative 
itrength of parties in the legislature stood fifty-two 
in &vor of the administration and forty-eig^t against 
it. The President and Cabinet were Federal, the 
Vice-President alone was Democratic. This an- 
tagonism was not of much consequence, inasmuch 
•8 Mr. Jefferson's duties consisted merely in pre- 
nding over the deliberations of the Senate. He was 
Bot admitted to the consultations of the Cabinet 
In his letters to James Sullivan, Eldredge Gerry, 
Mr. Madison, Colonel Burr and General Gates, of 
the year 1797, he expresses his great disappointment 
that such an invitation had not been extended to him. 
The letter addressed by Mr. Jefferson to the new 
PreBident, already referred to, is as follows : 

« MontteeUo, Dec. 28, 1796. 
<<Dear Sib: The public and the public papers, 
have been much occupied lately in placing us in a 
point of opposition to each other. I confidently 
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trust we have felt less of it ourselves. In the retiied 
canton where I live, we know little of what is pass- 
ing. Our last information from Philadelphia is ^ 
the 16th inst At that date the issue of the la^ 
election seems not to have been known as a matt^ 
of fact. With me, however, its issue was new 
doubted. I knew the impossibility of your losing^ 
single vote north of the Delaware ; and even if yoa 
should lose that of Pennsylvania in the mass, yoa 
would get enough south of it to make your electioiii 
sure. I never, for a single moment, expected any 
other issue, and though I shall not be believed, yft 
it is not the less true, that I never wished any aUier* 
My neighbors, as my compurgators, could aver tt4i 
fact, as seeing my occupations and my attachmeQt 
to them. It is possible, indeed, that even you maj ] 
be cheated of your sticcession by a trick worthy tk$ 
9uhtleiy of your arch friend of New Torky who has 
been able to make of your real friends tools for df* 
feating their and your just wishes. Probably, how- 
ever, he will be disappointed as to you ; and my 
inclinations put me out of his reach. I leave to 
others the sublime delights of riding in the stonp, 
better pleased with a sound sleep and a warm,^ 
birth below it, encircled with the society of ngr 
neighbors, friends, and fellow-laborers of the earth, 
rather than with spies and sycophants. Still, I shall 
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value highly the share I may have had in the late 
TOte, as a measure of the share I hold in the esteem 
of my fellow-citizens. In this point of view, a few 

'Totes less are but little sensible, while a few more 

'would have been in their effect very sensible and 
oppressive to me. I have no ambition to govern 

-men. It is a painful and thankless office. And 
never since the day you signed the treaty of Paris, 
baa our horizon been so overcast. I devoutly wish 
you may be able to shun for us this war, which will 
destroy our agriculture, commerce and credit. If 
you do, the glory will be all your own. And that 
your administration may be filled with glory and 
happiness to yourself and advantage to us, is the 
iincere prayer of one, who, though in the course of 
our voyage, various little incidents have happened 
or been contrived, to separate us, yet retains for you 
the solid esteem of the times when we were work- 
ing for our independence, and sentiments of sincere 
respect and attachment." 

No one can carefully peruse this singular document 
without perceiving that its author therein utters 
sentiments unworthy of his talents and his patriot- 
ism. He is not consistent or true to his own party 
and professions; for how could he say that ho 
^ never wuhed for any other mue" than the election 
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of Mr. AdamSy whom he knew to be an nltra-fiid- 
eralist, and yet claim the least pretense to consiM* 
ency ? The trath is^ Mr. Jefferson was extrem^ 

•m 

desirous of conciliating the President elect, in onfdr 
that he might be invited to share the deliberatioiA 
of the Cabinet ; and to attain that end, he was wiIBi(|; 
to make concessions which true moral conra^ 
would have condemned and disdained. 

Congress had been convened nnder the new all- 
ministration for the 15th of May. The chief questions * 
which agitated the country during the ensnia^ 
session were the spoliations of France on Americaft ' 
commerce, the insulting treatment of the Amerieaa ' 
envoys at Paris, and the anticipations of a furious 
conflict with that nation. Mr. Jefferson was op^ 
posed to a war with the French government aail 
people. Indeed it must be said in justice to hii)i, 
that though he hated England with an unappeasabft \ 
hatred, yet he was opposed to any rupture even wiA i 
that country. Mr. Pinkney, the minister sent Vf ! 
Mr. Adams to Paris as successor to Mr. Monro^ 
was refused an audience by the Directory, then act- 
ing under the influence of the artful and rapaciotis 
Talleyrand. Mr. Adams' Cabinet was divided npda 
the policy which it became the United States tD > 
adopt under these circumstances. A portion of 
them, including Mr. Pickering, thought that nationd 
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self-respect forbade the appointment of any other 
emissary to France nntil an apology had been 
made. Another portion thought that, rather than 
venture on the hazards which would ensue upon a 
final rupture with that country, the President should 
once more try the effect of proffered negotiation. 
With these advisers Mr. Adams acquiesced ; and 
three envoys were sent to France. These were 
General Pinckney, of South Carolina ; Mr. Marshall, 
of Virginia; and Mr. Gerry, of Massachusetts. Their 
Appointment was confirmed by the Senate. They 
entered on then- mission, and the nation awaited 
the result with intense interest 

During this interval of suspense Mr. Jefferson 
was not idle. Though a member o^ he was heartily 
opposed to, the existing administration. He en- 
deavored to break it down both by his personal acts 
and his correspondence ; and as the great name of 
Washington was still the chief support of the party 
in power, he did not scruple to assail even him. On 
the 17th of June he addressed a letter to Aaron 
Borr, in which the following language occurs : 

" I had always hoped that the popularity of the 
late President being once withdrawn fix>m active 
effect^ the natural feelings of the people toward lib- 
erty would restore the equilibrium between the 
executive and legislative departments, which had 
20 
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been destroyed by the superior weight and effect of ' 
that popularity ; and that their natural feelings of 
moral obligation would discountenance the ungrate^' ] 
ful predilection of the executive in favor of Qrcal? ' 
Britain. But unfortunately, the preceding measnrA 
had already alienated the nation, who were the o1^ 
ject of them, had excited reaction from them, toA 
this reaction has, on the minds of our citizens, aMf 
effect which supplies that of the Washington popa^ 
larity. 

"But will that region ever awake to the trdi 
state of things? Can the Middle, Southern, and 
Western States hold on till they awake ? These tM 
painful and doubtful questions ; and if, in assuring 
me of your health, you can give me a comfortable 
solution of them, it will relieve a inind devoted to 
the preservation of our republican government ill 
the true form and spirit in which it was established, ' 
but almost oppressed with apprehensions that fraifl 
will at length effect what force could not, and tliat 
what with currents and counter-currents, we sbsH^ 
in the end, be driven back to the land from whidk 
we launched twenty years ago." 

In the same spirit of censure and apprehension 
he wrote to Governor Rutledge, on the 24th of 
June, as follows : 

"This is, indeed, a most humiliating state of 



I 
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things; but it commenced in 1793. Causes have 
beea adding to causes, and efiects accumulating 
on effects, from that time to this. We had in 171)3 
the most respectable character in the universe. 
What the neutral nations think of us now, I know 
not; but we are low indeed with the belligerents. 
Their kicks and cuffi prove their contempt. If we 
weather the present storm, I hope we shall avail 
ourselves of the calm of peace to place our foreign 
connections under a new and difierent arrangement. 
We must make the interest of every nation stand 
nxaety for their justice ; and their own loss to follow 
iiyury to us, as eifect follows its cause. As to every 
thing except commerce, we ought to divorce our- 
selves from them all. But this system would 
require time, temper, wisdom, and occasional sacri- 
fice of interest ; and how far all these will be ours, 
our children may see, but we shall not The passions 
are too high at present to be cooled in our day. 
You and I have formerly seen warm debates and 
high political passions. But gentlemen of different 
politics would then speak to each other, and separate 
the business of the Senate from that of society. It is 
not so now. Men who have been intimate all their 
lives cross the street to avoid meeting, and turn their 
heads another way, lest they should be obliged to 
touch their hats. This may do for young men, with 
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whom passion is eDJoyment. Bat it is aflBiicting to 
peaceable minds. Tranquillity is the old mnsC% \ 
milk. I go to enjoy it in a few days, and to es* 
change the roar and turn nit of bulls and bears fi^ 
the prattle of my grandchildren, and senile rest Be 
these yours, my dear friend, through long yeara^ 
with every other blessing, and the attachment of 
friends as warm." 

In the beginning of this year, 1797, Mr. Jefferson 
was elected President of the American Philosophic 
cal Society, of which body, for twenty years, he had 
been a member. He was highly gratified by thii 
distinction ; for during his whole life, in the midst 
of political conflicts, and all the rude scenes of pub* 
lie life and ambition, he greatly appreciated the valat 
of scientific pursuits, and of those institutions which 
promoted their success. 

It was at the same period that Mr. Jefferson 
addressed a letter to Mr. Gterry, in which he care* 
fully embodied his political creed. As this docu- 
ment contains the fullest exposition of his political 
views which is to be found among his writings, it 
possesses a much more than transient importance^ 
We therefore insert it here, as being an instrument 
of authority on the subject of which it treats. 

" In confutation of these, and all future calumnies,** 
B^ys Mr. J., *'by way of anticipation, I shall make to 
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j^on a profession of mj political &ith ; in confidence 
tiiat you will consider every future imputation on 
me of a contrary complexion, as bearing on its front 
the mark of &lsehood and calumny. 

** I do then, with a sincere zeal, wish an inviolable 
preservation of our present Federal Constitution, 
according to the true sense in which it was adopted 
by the States, that in which it was advocated 
by ite friends, and not that which its enemies appre- 
bended, who therefore became its enemies ; and I 
am opposed to monarchising its features by the 
forms of its administration, with a view to conciliate 
a first transition to a President and Senate for life, 
and from that to an hereditary tenure of these 
offices, and thus to worm out the elective principle. 
I am for preserving to the States the powers not 
yielded by them to the Union, and to the Legisla- 
tore of the Union its constitutional share in the 
division of powers ; and I am not for transferring 
all the powers of the States to the general govern- 
ment, and all those of that government to the 
Executive branch. I am for a government rigor- 
ously frugal and simple, applying all the possible 
savings of the public revenue to the discharge of the 
national debt ; and not for a multiplication of offi- 
cers and salaries, merely to make partisans, and for 
increasing, by every device, the public debt, on the 
20* 
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principle of its being a public blessing. I am fof 
relying for internal defense on our militia solely^- , 
till actual invasion, fCnd for such a naval force ovig,,- 
as may protect our coasts and harbors from 8U(^. j 
depredations as we have experienced ; and not £91^. ] 
a standing army in time of peace, which may ovei^ 
awe the public sentiment ; nor for a navy, which b|f : 
its own expenses and the eternal wars in which i|f 
will implicate us, will grind us with public burdenii 
and sink us under them. I am for free comment . 
with all nations; political connection with noxudi, 
and little or no diplomatic establishment. And I 
am not for linking ourselves by new treaties with 
the quarrels of Europe; entering that field ci 
slaughter to preserve their balance, or joining in 
the confederacy of kings to war against the princi* .. 
pies of liberty. I am for freedom of religion, and 
against all maneuvres to bring about the legal 
ascendancy of one sect over another ; for freedom 
of the press, and against all violations of the Con- 
stitution to silence by force, and not by reason, tho 
complaints or criticisms, just or unjust, of our citir 
zens, against the conduct of their agents. And I 
am for encouraging the progress of science in all iti 
branches ; and not for raising a hue and cry againat 
the sacred name of philosophy, for awing the hunuui 
mind by stories of raw-head and bloody bones, to a 
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distmst of its own vision ; and to repose implicitly 
on that of others ; to go backward instead of for- 
ward to look for improvement; to believe that 
^vemment, religion, morality, and every other 
stdence were in the highest perfection in ages 
of the darkest ignorance, and that nothing can ever 
he devised more perfect than what was established 
by our forefathers. To these, I will add, that I was 
a sincere well-wisher to the success of the French 
levolation, and still wish it may end in the establish- 
ment of a free and well-ordered republic, but I have 
not been insensible under the atrocious depredations 
ihey have committed on our commerce. The first 
object of my heart is jaj own country. In that is 
embarked my family, my fortune and my own exist- 
ence. I have not one farthing of interest, nor one 
fibre of attachment out of it, nor a single motive of 
preference of any one nation to another, but in pro- 
portion as they are more or less friendly to us. But, 
though deeply feeling the injuries of France, I did 
not think war the surest means of redressing them. 
I did believe that a mission, sincerely disposed 
to preserve peace, would obtain for us a peaceable 
and honorable settlement and retribution ; and I 
appeal to you to say, whether this might not have 
been obtained, if either of your colleagues had been 
of the same sentiment with yourself.'* 
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The new American envoys to Paris were received 
by the Directory with studied coldness and con* 
tempt. On the 19th of March, 1798, the President 
informed Congress that the dispatches received 
from their envoys afforded no ground to hope that, 
their mission would be successful. He reccuxi-^ 
mended that the country be put in a state of defenaa 
by providing military stores and an efficient reve-. 
nue. He had also withdrawn the instructions whick 
had been given to the custom-house officers to 
restrain armed vessels from leaving our ports, exc^ 
in certain particular cases. On the 8th of AprU 
the Senate resolved to publish the dispatches of the 
American envoys ; and these revealed, among oth«r 
things, a disgraceful attempt on the part of Talley* 
rand to sell the friendly dispositions of the Directoty 
and of himself to the United States on the payment 
of a large sum of money. 

General indignation now pervaded the wholi 
country against the French people and government 
A provisional army was at once authorized of twenty 
thousand men. A tax on stamps and a direct tfoc 
on lands were immediately imposed, for the purpose 
of supporting the expenses of an anticipated war. ThA 
foundations of the American navy were then laid; 
vigorous measures seemed to characterize thi 
administration, and resolute purposes to inflamd 
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the people. Mr. Jefferson gives the following pic- 
tnre, in a letter to Mr. Madison, of the state of the 
pablic mind at this crisis : 

'' The popular movement in the Eastern States is 
checked, as we expected, and war addresses are 
showering in from New Jersey and the great trading 
towns. However, we will trust that a nearer view 
of war and a land tax will oblige the great mass of 
the people to attend ; at present the war-hawks talk 
of septembrizing, deportation, and the examples of 
quelling sedition set by the French executive. All 
the firmness of the human mind is now in a state 
of requisition." And on May the 8d: "The spirit 
kindled up in the towns is wonderful. These and 
Hew Jersey are pouring in their addresses, offering 
life and fortune ;" and he says that the President's 
answers are "more thn^pnic than the addresses." 
He regards all hope of peace as then destroyed, 
and supposes that the President's threats are not 
confined to France, but are extended to his fellow- 
dtizens. He states that the French citizens, taking 
alarm at his alien bill, were going of£, and among 
them, Volney, whom be believes to have been the 
principal object of the bill. 

To another correspondent, a young lawyer in 
Fredericksburg, who had informed him of Mr. 
Luther Martin's attack on him, he writes a few days 
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afterward : ^^ At this moment all the passions 
boiling over, and one who keeps himself cool anl 
clear of the contagion, is so far below the point of 
ordinary conversation, that he finds himself insulatdl 
in every society. However, the fever will not last ; 
war, land tax and stamp tax are sedatives whkl 
must cool its ardor." — ^^ It is our duty still to tlA 
deavor to avoid war ; but if it actually shall tditt 
place, no matter by whom brought on, we moit 
defend ourselves." - 

In June Messrs. Pinckney and Marshall retamed 
home from France ; Mr. Gerry yet remained. TW 
two former were received with great demonstration 
of popular respect The future relations of flili 
country toward France continued to engage flM 
public mind, and to occtipy the deliberations of 
the Cabinet until the succeeding 25th of Februaiyj 
when Mr. Adams nominated Messrs. Ellsworth, cl 
Connecticut, Henry, of Virginia, and Murray, of 
Maryland, as ministers to France. Mr. Henry de- 
clined the appointment. The negotiations of tb^ 
new envoys were more successful than those of thdir 
predecessors. They had also a different power to 
deal with than the imbecile and vacillating Direo^ 
tory. The strong arm of Napoleon had seized the 
reins of government, and his towering genius then 
directed her destinies. A treaty on liberal and 
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equitable principles was soon adjasted between him 
«nd the American representatives, and the evils of 
an apprehended war were averted from both coun- 
tries. 

Immediately after these events a nc v subject of 
iaterest absorbed the popular attention. This was 
the general election, which was about to take place. 
The errors which Mr. Adams had committed, his 
own personal unpopularity, and the growing strength 
of the democratic party, were silently but effectually 
working the overthrow of the faction in power. The 
death of Washington, which occurred at this period, 
had shorn the Federal party of a great portion of its 
strength and popularity. Every thing presaged the 
coming supremacy of the Republicans. 

Mr. Jefferson thus speaks to Mr. Madison of the 
approaching presidential election. ^^As the con- 
veyance is confidential, I can say something on a 
sobject which, to those who do not know my real 
dispositions respecting it, might seem indelicate. 
The Federalists begin to be very seriously alarmed 
about their election next &11. Their speeches in 
private, as well as their public and private demeanor 
to me, indicate it strongly." He then details the 
probable votes of most of the States, and thus con- 
cludes : " Still these are the ideas of the Repub- 
licans only in these three States, and we must make 
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great allowance for their sangaine views. Upon th^ 
whole, I consider it as rather more doubtful th«} 
the last election, in which I was not deceived is J 

more than a vote or two." ? 

'I 

On the 12th of May he writes to the same cori% 
spondent : ^^ The Federalists have not been able if 
carry a single strong measure in the lower How 
the whole session. When they met it was beliert^ 
they had a majority of twenty ; but many of tbeiy 
were new and moderate men, and soon saw the tmi 
character of the party to which they had been wall ^ 
disposed while at a distance. The tide, too, of 
public opinion sets so strongly against the fedeifl , 
proceedings, that this melted off their m^joriljfi 
and dismayed the heroes of the party. The Senafs 
alone remained undismayed to the last. Firm to 
their purpose, regardless of public opinion, wi^i 
more disposed to coerce than to court it, not a man 
of the majority gave way in the least." 

Both parties were fully aware of the magnitude 
of the interests at stake, and prepared themselves to 
make prodigious exertions to secure an ultimato 
triumph. 

One of the chief obstacles to the popularity of 
Mr. Jefferson at this crisis was the fact, that he was 
charged by popular rumor with having sent Dr. Lo- 
gan of Philadelphia on a private mission of con- 



OF THOMAS JBFFEBSON. 241 

dliation to Paris, after the defeat of the Embassj 
of Pincknej and Marshall. It was supposed that 
Mr. Jefferson's attachment to France, against which 
the United States were then incensed and indig- 
mnt^ had induced him to dispach this agent thither 
'leeretlj in order to avert hostilities. It was proved 
Hiftt Mr. Jefierson furnished Logan with a certifi* 
eate of his citizenship and character, together with 
ft passport Dr. Logan was treated by the French 
M he deserved, with contempt, and his mission 
utterly failed. When the &cts became known, the 
public mind was incensed against Logan for his 
unauthorized and unwelcome interference, and Mr. 
Jefferson received a share of the general odium, as 
having been his patron. The latter however denied 
inofit positively that he had commissioned Logan to 
undertake his ill-starred expedition. The Federal 
party as vehemently asserted the contrary. 

21 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

POPULAB KXOinVBHT PRBTIOUI TO TBI BLBOTIOH OP 1801— BUllUlf 
THC POPULAR TOTE — ^JSPPKESOH'S LKTTBB TO BURS — ^BLBCTIOH IB Til 
■0U8B OP BBPRBUBHTATXYBS — THB BQUALITT OP TOTBg BBTWBBBJW- 
PBR80N AND BURR — INPLUBRCB OP ALBXAHDBB HAXILTOB — ^BLBCTIOBtf 
JBPPBB80M TO THB PBBSIDBHCT — HIS IMAUOUBAL ADDRB88 — ^LBTTBBIf 
XLDRBDOB OBBBT — ^KB. JBPPBBSOH'8 CABIBBT — HI! LBTTBB TO TIttlil 
PAINB — MB. LIYIMOSTOK APPOXKTBD MIHI8TBB TO PBANCB — WAB BBTWBB 
THB UmTBD 8TATB8 AKD TBIPOLI — ITS IHCIDXRT8 AHD BBSULT8— Oi 
JBPPBBSON'I PIBST XBSSAOX to COHOBBSS — XBABUBBS OP THB ADHUB- 
TBATIOH — HBCIOTIATIOHS BBSPBCTIBO LOUISIARA. 

As the period of the election approached, the ex- 
citement throughout the nation became more genenl 
and intense. The struggle between the party aboat 
to be driven from power, and the party about to 
to secure it^ was bitter and violent. Never peifaips 
in the history of the country was a destructive eoft- 
fiict and collision so imminent as at this crisis of the 
national history. The election took place in STo- 
vember. JeiFerson and Burr were the candidates 
of the Republicans ; John Adams and Charles C. 
Pinckney were the candidates of the FederalistB. 
The votes given to Jefferson and Burr were those of 
New York, twelve ; of Pennsylvania, eight out of 
fifteen ; of Maryland, five out of ten ; of Virginia^ 
twenty-one; of Kentucky, four; of North Caroliua, 
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eight out of twelve ; of Tennessee, three ; of South 
Carolina, eight ; of Georgia, four. The Republicans 
tbns received seventy-three ont of one hundred and 
thirty-eight votes. The Federalists received sixty- 
five votes, one of which was given to Mr. Jay, and 
the balance to Messrs. Adams and Pinckney. Mr. 
Hamilton, being convinced of the unfitness of Mr. 
Adams for a second term of office, from the unpopu- 
larity with which he had covered the Federal party 
during his first administration, was opposed to his 
re-election ; and was the means of preventing the 
votes of South Carolina from being given to Mr. 
Adams, in consequence of the preparation of a pam- 
phlet which clearly set forth the &tal defects and 
blunders of that officer. But by a malicious and 
csiafiy trick of Burr, the contents of that pamphlet 
were prematurely published and perverted in such a 
manner, that it was made instrumental in the defeat 
not only of Mr. Adams, in South Carolina, but also 
of Mr. Pinckney ; a result which was utterly hostile 
to the wishes of Mr. Hamilton, as well as of a large 
Duyority of the Federal party, who earnestly desired 
to promote the election of Mr. Pinckney. 

At the popular election the number of votes ob- 
tained by the Republicans was equally divided be- 
tween Jefferson and Burr. According to the 
arrangement existing at that time, the candidate 
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who received the largest number of votes became 
President, and the second on the list became Vice- 
President. Bat in the present instance Jefferson 
and Burr being equal, the election was thrown into 
the House of Representatives, Previous, however, 
to the occurrence of this event, the prevalent rumor 
was that Mr. Jefferson had received a majorily ovsr 
Mr. Burr. On the 16th of December, while he him* 
self was under that impression, Jefterson wrote % 
letter to Burr, in which he gives him to understand 
that he regretted deeply that he would not be abl^ 
to offer him a place in his Cabinet. Says he: ^'I 
feel most sensibly the loss we sustain of your aid in 
our new administration. It leaves a chasm in mj 
arrangements which cannot be adequately filled up. 
I had endeavored to compose an administratioo 
whose talents, integrity, names and dispositions 
should at once inspire unbounded confidence in the 
public mind, and insure a perfect harmony in the con- 
duct of the public business." And yet Mr. Jefferson 
declares in his Diary, in reference to this same man, 
that very soon after his acquaintance with Mr. Burr, 
his conduct had inspired him with distrust.* This 
inconsistency is one out of many evidences which 
might be adduced to show that Mr. Jefferson was a 
supple politician, who, with very great craft, made 

* Vide Jefferson's Correspondenoe. Vol. V., p. 620. 
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himself all things to all men. This peculiarity of 
Ms character and of his talents famishes to some 
extent the explanation of his constant attainment of 
office throngh the whole coarse of his life. 

After the result of the election had become 
known, the popular excitement became still more 
intense. The Republicans were overwhelmed with 
terror lest by some means the election in the House 
might be turned by the FedCTalists to the ultimate 
defeat of their opponents. The Republicans de« 
termined that if the Federalists used their majority 
in Congress to defeat the popular will, either in 
preventing an election, or by choosing different 
persons from those already designated by the ma- 
jority of the nation, the attempt should be crushed by 
force. The republican governors both of Virginia 
and Pennsylvania were prepared to march a military 
force to Washington, in order to overturn the 
usurpers, undo what they might have done, and 
refer the matter back again directly to the people. 

We will not follow all the details of this memora- 
ble conflict, which shook the nation to its centre. 
The balloting began in the House on the 11th of 
February, 1801. Thirty -five ballots were given 
without any change or variation. These occupied 
MX days; during which period the scene presented 
was a singular one. The issue being uncertain, 
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terror began to pervade the pnblie mind. Thb wai 
the period of anarchy, respecting which Burr afte^ 
ward declared that, had he been dbposed to ove^ 
turn the government^ like Cromwell or Bonaparte^ 
he could have done it with the greatest ease, by- 
marching at the head of five hundred soldiers intol 
the house, dissolving the Assembly by force, and ai« 
suming the reins of authority. The position and 
relative strength of parties were such, that the bit 
lotings bid fSeiir to become endless, the Democratio 
delegates voting uniformly in such a ratio that a tie 
existed between Jefferson and Burr ; and the Fed^t 
ralists, unable to elect their own candidates, seemed 
indisposed to confer any of their votes upon either 
of the candidates of the rival party. The state of 
affairs was daily becoming more desperate and 
perilous. 

At this crisis the magnanimity and patriotism of 
Alexander Hamilton saved the country. Finding 
that the posture of affiiirs was becoming more dan- 
gerous from day to day, in consequence of treason- 
able and violent measures of redress which began 
to be suggested both by certain portions of the 
Federal party and of the Democratic, he resolved 
to use his great influence with the Federalists to 
put an end to the confusion, and secure a competent 
majority to his ancient and implacable foe, Mr. Jef- 
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{stsouy in opposition to Mr. Burr, whom be regarded 

as an unprincipled man. Hamilton was willing to 

forget his private wrongs to promote the welfare of 

big. country. In a letter to a senator of this date he 

flftfs : Jff^ there be a man in the world I ought to hate^ 

it^ u Jeffereon. With Burr I have aiwaye been per- 

emaUi/ well. But the public good must be paramount 

U every private coneideratian.** To a member of the 

BJouse he writes as follows: ^^ To contribute to the 

dimppointment and mortification of Mr, Jeffersony 

waufd be on my part only to retaliate for unequivocal 

proof $ of enmity ; but in a case like this^ it would be 

hoBe to listen to personal considerations.'' 

Mr. Hamilton used his influence in accordance 
with these principles; and on the thirty-sixth ballot, 
which occurred on the 17th of February, Mr. Jeffer- 
son received the votes of ten states out of the six- 
teen* These were New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Vermont and Maryland. Four states — 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
Shode Island — ^voted for Mr. Burr ; and South Ca- 
xolina and Delaware voted blank ballots. So little 
appreciation had Mr. Jefferson of the real power 
which put him in his high place, that he wrote as 
follows to Mr. Monroe on the 15th of February : 
" If they could have been permitted to pass a law 
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for putting the government into the hands of la 
ofBcer, they certainly would have prevented n 
election. But we thought it best to declare open^ 
and firmly, one and all, that the day such an adt 
passed, the Middle States wonld arm, and that m 
such usurpation, even for a single day, should to 
submitted to. This first shook them, and they 
were completely alarmed at the resource for whieh 
we declared, to wit, a convention, to reorganize the 
government, and to amend it The very word coa> 
vention gives them the horrors; as in the present 
democratical spirit of America, they fear they should 
lose some of the favorite morsels of the Constitutioiu 
Many attempts have been made to obtain tenni. 
from me. I have declared to them unequivocallyi 
that I would not receive the government on capitala- 
tion ; that I would not go into it with my hands tied.'* 

The following extract from his Inaugural Address 
will give a correct idea of the policy and principles 
according to which he had determined to administer 
the government : 

" Friends and fellow-citizens : Called upon-toun^ 
dertake the duties of the first executive of&ce of our 
country, I avail myself of the presence of that pp> 
tion of my fellow-citizens which are here assembled, 
to express my grateful thanks for the favor with 
which they have been pleased to look toward me. 
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to declare a sincere conscionsness that the task is 
Aove my talents, and that I approach it with those 
iiiudous and awfal presentiments, which the great- 
ness (^ the charge, and the weakness of my powers, 
ib justly inspire. A rising nation, spread over a 
i^de and fraitfal land, traversing all the seas with 
tbe rich produce of their industry ; engaged in com- 
merce with nations, who feel power and forget 
right; advancing rapidly to destinies beyond the 
reach of mortal eye ; when I contemplate these 
transcendant objects, and see the honor, the happi- 
ness, and the hopes of this beloved country, com- 
mitted to the issue and the auspices of this day, I 
shrink from the contemplation, and humble myself 
before the magnitude of tlie nndertaking. Utterly 
indeed should I despair, did not the presence of 
many whom I here see, remind me that in the other 
lii^h authorities provided by our Constitution, I 
shall find resources of wisdom, of virtue, and of 
zeal, on which to rely under all difficulties. To you 
then, gentiemeu, who are charged with the sovereign 
fimctions of legislation, and to those associated with 
yoii| I look with encouragement for that guidance 
and support which may enable us to steer with safety 
the vessel in which we are all embarked amidst 
the conflicting elements of a troubled world. 
"During the contest of opinion through which 
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we have passed, the animation of discussionB and 
exertions has sometimes worn an aspect whidi 
might impose on strangers unused to think freeljfi 
and to speak and to write what they think; bat 
this being now decided by the voice of the natio&i 
announced according to the rules of the Constitaf 
tion, all will of course arrange themselves under tbt 
will of the law, and unite in common efforts for tha 
common good. All too will bear in mind this sacred 
principle, that though the will of the majority il 
in all cases to prevail, that will to be rightful mait 
be reasonable ; that the minority possess their equal 
rights, which equal laws must protect, and to vio» 
late would be oppression. Let us then, fellow* 
citizens, unite with one heart and one mind ; let ui 
restore to social intercourse that harmony and affeo* 
tion, without which liberty and even life itself an 
but dreary things ; and let us reflect that having 
banished from our land that religious intoleranoa 
under which mankind so long bled and suffered, wa 
have yet gained little if we countenance a politiod 
intolerance as despotic, as wicked, and capable of aa 
bitter and bloody persecutions. During the throea 
and convulsions of the ancient world, during tba 
agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seeking through 
blood and slaughter his long lost liberty, it was not 
wonderful that the agitation of the billows should 
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reach even this distant and peaceful shore — that this 
should be more felt and feared by some and less by 
others, and should divide opinions as to measures 
of safety ; but every difference of opinion, is not a 
difference of principle. We have called by different 
names, brethren of the same principle. We are all 
Republicans — all Federalists. If there be any 
among us who would wish to. dissolve this Union, or 
to change its republican form, let them stand undis- 
turbed as monuments of the safety with which error 
of opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free 
to combat it. I know, indeed, that some honest 
men fear that a republican government cannot be 
strong; that this government is not strong enough. 
But would the honest patriot, in the full tide of suc- 
cessful experiment, abandon a government which 
has so far kept us free and firm, on the theoretic 
and visionary fear that this government, the world's 
best hope, may by possibility want energy to pre- 
serve itself? I trust not. I believe this, on the con- 
trary, the strongest government on earth. I be- 
lieve it the only one where every man, at the call 
of the law, would fly to the standard of the law, and 
wouM meet invasions of the public order as his own 
personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man 
cannot be trusted with the government of himself. 
Can he then be trusted with the government of 
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others ? Or have we found angels in the form «f 
kings to govern him ? Let history answer the qim-^ 
tion. Let us then, with courage and confideM^ 
pursue our own Federal and Republican principlsii 
our attachment to union and representative govento 
ment. Kindly separated by nature, and a urida 
ocean, from the exterminating havoc of one qaarte 
of the globe; too high minded to endure the degw 
dations of the others ; possessing a chosen coontijy 
with room enough for descendants to the thousandtk 
and thousandth generation ; entertaining a dm 
sense of our equal right to the use of our own filed*' 
ties, to the acquisition of our own industry, to boner 
and confidence fi^m our fellow-citizens, resultiiig^ 
not fi^m birth but from our actions, and their senat 
of them ; enlightened by a benign religion, profeaiei' 
indeed and practiced in various forms, yet all of' 
them inculcating honesty, truth, temperance, gni& 
tude, and the love of man ; acknowledging tad 
adoring an over-ruling Providence, which by all i*^ 
dispensations proves that it delights in the hap^ 
ness of man here, and his greater happiness hereaf*^ 
ter ; with all these blessings, what more is necessaiy^ 
to make us a happy and prosperous people? Stffl' 
one thing more, fellow-citizens ; a wise and frugal 
government, which restraining men from injorinjf 
one another, shall leave them otherwise free to r^ 
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Irte their own pursuits of industry and improve- 
ttent) and shall not take from the mouth of labor 
the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good 
government ; and this is necessary to close the circle 
el our felicities. 

:;^^ About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise 
e^ duties which comprehend every thing dear and 
vdoable to you, it is proper you should understand 
lAat I deem the essential principles of our govern- 
ilent, and consequently those which ought to shape 
ili administration. I will compress them within the 
■arrowest compass they will bear, stating the gene- 
nd principle, but not all its limitations. Equal and 
exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persua- 
nen, religious or political ; peace, commerce and 
bonest friendship with all nations; entangling alii- 
inces with none ; the support of the State govern- 
i&ents in all their rights, as the most competent 
idministration for our domestic concerns, and the 
meet bulwark against anti-republican tendencies ; 
Ibe preservation of the general government in its 
irbole constitutional vigor, as the sheet-anchor of 
o« peace at home and safety abroad ; a jealous 
eKre of the right of election by the people ; a mild 
and safe corrective of abuses, which are lopped by 
the sword of revolution where peaceable remedies 
are unprovided ; absolute acquiescence in the deci- 
22 
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Bions of the majority, the vital principle of reptibli<% 
from which is no appeal but to force, the vital prftfc 
ciple and immediate parent of despotism ; a wdfc' 
discipltned militia, our best reliance in peace, iA] 
for the first moments of war, till regulars may !•• 
lieve them ; the supremacy of the civil over tAJ 
military authority ; economy in the public expeiMij^^ 
that labor may be lightly burdened; the hondlj 
payment of our debts, and sacred preservation mr!\ 
the public fiiith ; encouragement of agriculture, lulll. 
of commerce as its handmaid ; the diffusion of i)^ 
formation and arraignment of all abuses at the Mt 
of public reason ; freedom of religion, freedom df 
the press, and freedom of the person under prot4^ 
tion of the habeas corpus ; and trial by juries ifl^ 
partially selected. These principles form thebri^ 
constellation which has gone before us, and guidii 
our steps through an age of revolution and refomut 
tion. The wisdom of all our sages, and blood df 
our heroes, have been devoted to their attainm^d^ 
they should be the creed of our political faith; ilfo 
text of civic instruction ; the touchstone by whiA 
to try the services of those we trust ; and, sfaodi 
we wander from them in moments of error or rf 
alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps, and regit! 
the road which alone leads to peace, liberty aiw 
safety." 
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Farther light may be obtained in reference to the 
ftelings and purposes of the new President from the 
Mlowing extract from a letter to Eldredge Geny, 
fated March 29, 1801 : 

** I thought, on your return, that if you had come 
farward boldly, and appealed to the public by a full 
Moment, it would have had a great effect in your 
Bifw personally, and that of the republican cause, 
ben oppressed almost unto death. But I judged 
bom a tact of the southern pulse., I suspect that 
of the north was different, and decided your con- 
duct, and perhaps it has been as well. If the revolu- 
fion of sentiment has been later, it has perhaps been 
not less' sure. At length it has arrived. Wliat 
with the natural current of opinion, which has been 
letting over to us for eighteen months, and the im- 
mense impetus which was given to it from the 11th 
to the 17th of February, we may now say that the 
United States, from New York southwardly, are as 
Qoanimous in the principles of 76, as they were in 
*76. The only difference is, that the leaders who 
Miain behind are more numerous and bolder than 
tbe apostles of toryism in 76. The reason is, that 
We are now justly more tolerant than we could 
•ifely have been then, circumstanced as we were. 
Tour part of the Union, though as absolutely repub- 
Hcan as ours, had drunk deeper of the delusion, and 
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is therefore slower in recovering from it. The ng^ 
of government, and the temples of religion and rf 
justice, have all been prostituted there, to toll tii 
back to the times when we burnt witches. USt 
your people will rise again. They will awake liil 
Samson from his sleep, and cany away the ^ 
and posts of the city. You, my friend, are desiinil, 
to rally them again under their former banners^ iti|| 
when called to the post, exercise it with firmnisVl' 
and with inflexible adherence to your own pritlni| 
pies. The people will support you, notwithstandli 
the bowlings of the ravenous crew from whose ja4k| 
they are escaping. It will be a great blessing 
our country, if we can once more restore harmi 
and social love among its citizens. I confess, air 
myself, it is almost the first object of my heart, 
one to which I would sacrifice every thing but pi 
ciple. With the people I have hopes of efTecting il 
But their coryphsei are incurables. I expect UWJ 
from them. 

" I was not deluded by the eulogiums of the 
lie papers in the first moments of change. If 
could have continued to get all the loaves 
fishes, that is, if I would have gone over to thu 
they would continue to eulogize. But I well 
that the moment that such removals should t^^ 
place, as the justice of the preceding admiuistrk 
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(fOgbt to have executed, their hue and cry would be 
let up, and they would take their old stand. I shall 
disregard that also. Mr. Adams's last appoint- 
pg^ts, when he knew he was naming counselors 
KPd aids for me, and not for himself I set aside as 
tat as depends on me. Officers who have been 
gailty of gross abuses of office, such as marshals 
j^fKsbing juries, &;c., I shall now remove, as my pre- 
jteoessor ought in justice to have done. The in- 
stances will be few, and governed by strict rule, not 
farty passion. The right of opinion shall sufier no 
JEvasion from me. Those who have acted well 
liave nothing to fear, however they may have dif- 
ftred from me in opinion ; those that have done ill, 
^lowever, have nothing to hope ; nor shall I fail to 
jdo justice, lest it should be ascribed to that differ- 
^ce of opinion. A coalition of sentiments is not 
ijnr the interest of the printers. They, like the 
,dei^, live by the zeal they can kindle, and the 
schisms they can create. It is the contest of opinion 
jp politics, as well as religion, which makes us take 
t interest in them, and bestow our money libe- 
on those who frimish aliment to our appetite. 
^e mild and simple principles of the Christian 
J^osophy would produce too much calm, too much 
.i^flgularity of good, to extract from its disciples a 
jfopport for a numerous priesthood, were they not 
22* 
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to sophisticate it, ramify it, split it into hairs, and 
twist its texts till they cover the divine morality of 
its author with mysteries, and require a priesthood 
to explain them* The Quakers seem to have dis- 
covered this. They have no priests, therefore no 
schisms. They judge of the text by the dictates of 
common sense and common morality," 

In the formation of his cabinet Mr. Jefferson 
selected the following persons: Mr. Madison was 
made Secretary of State; Mr. Gallatin, Secretary 
of the Treasury; General Dearborn of Massachu- 
setts, Secretary of War ; Robert Smith of Maryland 
was appointed Secretary of the Navy; and Levi 
Lincoln of Massachusetts, Attorney-General. 

It was at this period that Mr. Jefferson addressed 
the following important letter to Thomas Paine, 
the author of the Age of Reason. It indicates his 
high esteem for the character and even for some of 
the seiitiments of that celebrated man : 

" Db4I^ Sir : Your letters of October the 1st, 4th, 
6th and 16th, came duly to hand, and the papers 
which they covered were, according to your permis- 
sion, published in the newspapers, and in a pamph- 
let, and under your own name. These papers contain 
precisely our principles, and I hope they will be gene- 
rally recognized here. The return of our citizens 
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from the frenzy into which they had been wrought 
partly by ill conduct in France, partly by artifices 
practiced on them, is almost entire, and will, I be- 
lieve, become quite so. But these details, too 
minute and long for a letter, will be better developed 
by Mr. Dawson, the bearer of this, a member of the 
late Congress, to whom I refer you for them. He 
goes in the Marylcmd^ a sloop of war, which will 
wait a few days at Havre to receive his letters, to be 
written on his arrival at Paris. You expressed a 
wish to get a passage to this country in a public 
vessel. Mr. Dawson is charged with orders to the 
captain of the Maryland to receive and accommodate 
you with a passage back, if you can be ready to de- 
part at such short warning. Robert B. Livingston 
is appointed minister plenipotentiary to the republic 
of Fmnce, but will not leave this till we receive the 
ratification of the convention by Mr. Dawson. I 
am in hopes you will find us returned generally to 
sentiments worthy of former times. In these it will 
be your glory to have steadily labored, and with as 
much efiect as any man living. That you may long 
live to continue your useful labors, and to reap their 
reward in the thankfulness of nations, is my sincere 
prayer. Accept assurances of my high esteem and 
affectionate attachment." 
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One of Qie first acts of the new administration yurm 
to appoint Chancellor Livingston, of New Yoil^ 
minister to France. It was on this occasion 11ii$ ^ ; 
Mr. Jefferson, in his instructions to him, assertel i 
the great democratic principle that ^^ free ships nudcf ] 
free goods ;" and while he admitted that the previa 1 
lent practice of nations was on the contrary doetriii^ j 
he held that a reform should take place on the sol^" 1 
ject. He contended that a ship sailing on the fai|fc ! 
seas was solely within the jurisdiction of the natioil ] 
to which it belonged, and he denied the reasonablit*' 
ness of the exception for contraband. He desired 
Mr. Livingston to cooperate as far a^ he coi^ld ip 
establishing the principle abroad. 

In May, 1801, Mr. Jefferson dispatched Commit- 
dore Dale with a squadron of three frigates and ft ^ 
«loop-of-war to the Mediterranean against did z 
bashaw of Tripoli, who had declared war again# 
the United States, and had commenced piratiet^ 
operations against our commerce. The squadroa 
arrived off Tripoli in August, immediately blod^- 
aded it, and captured a polacre of fourteen gan^ 
Many engagements ensued at successive periods 
subsequently. The Unterprue under CaptaSb 
Sterret, was victorious in an action with a Tripolitan 
corsair off Malta. Commodore Murray, in tiii 
fi'igate Conatitutionj was attacked off Tripoli by a 
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formidable array of gan-boats, and compelled them 
to retire with immense loss. The frigate PhiladeU 
phioj Captain Bainbridge, ran upon a rock when 
surrounded by the enemy's boats, and his crew of 
three hundred men were compelled to surrender 
The vessel herself was afterward retaken from th^ 
enemy by Captain Stephen Decatur. The Ameri- 
cans now formed a coalition with Hamet, a deposed 
brother of the reigning bashaw, for the purpose of 
reinstating him on the throne. The probability of 
this result brought the bashaw to terms ; a favora- 
ble peace was concluded by Colonel Lear; and 
the American prisoners, who had been treated 
with the most horrid barbarity, were released. 

Congress assembled on the first Monday in De- 
cember, and Mr. Jefferson sent to them his written 
message, instead of delivering an oral speech, as 
bad previously been the custom. The following is 
in extract from the letter which accompanied the 
message: 

**The circumstances under which we find our- 
selves at this place rendering inconvenient the mode 
heretofore practiced, of making by personal address 
the first communications between the legislative 
and executive branches, I have adopted that by 
message, as used on all subsequent occasions 
through the session. In doing this I have had prin- 
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cipal regard to the convenience of the legislature, iml 
the economy of their time, to their relief from the. 
embarrassment of immediate answers on subjeotoi. 
not yet fully before them, and to the benefits then/qfti 
resulting to the public affairs. Trusting that a fx»ii 
cedure founded on these motives will meet thcifD 
approbation, I beg leave through you, sir, to cam* 
municate the inclosed message, with the documentft^ 
accompanying it, to the honorable the Senate, aud.^ 
pray you to accept for yourself and them the homage ^ 
of my high respect and consideration/' The reasoiV' 
however, which weighed with him probably moiv^ 
than any other was, that a speech savored of thil. 
forms of royalty. But he well knew that this motifiii 
would be fully understood and properly appreciated^ 
by those whose favor and approbation he was moil^ 
desirous of obtaining. 

In this message Mr. Jefferson spoke of tht^ 
various subjects which were then of prominent im*. 
portance to the nation — including the census, th% 
army, navy, taxation, the importance of the militiay' 
agriculture, commerce, manufactures, navigatioiv 
the judiciary system, and a revision of the laws e£' 
naturalization. 

During the year 1802 many changes and refonuft> 
were introduced into the government of the country- 
in most of which the Executive acquiesced. The 
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Republican party had a small majority in both 
Houses, and were enabled to carry their measures. 
The two great subjects of party conflict were the 
repeal of the internal taxes, and of the law which 
had been passed creating a new set of Federal 
ooarts. 

In 1801 Spain had ceded Louisiana to France. 
ThiB event excited the indignation and disgust of 
the citizens of the United States, inasmuch as the 
poaKflsion of Louisiana gave France the control of 
the port of New Orleans, which was the only outlet 
between the Western States and the Atlantic. In 
April, 1802, Mr. Jefferson addressed a letter to Mr. 
Livingston in Paris, in which he showed the evils 
which would ensue from the possession of this port 
and the surrounding country by France, and the 
infinite aauses of irritation which would ensue 
between the two countries. He directed Mr. Liv- 
iogston to commence negotiations with the French 
government, in reference to the final adjustment of 
this important matter, and the ultimate disposal of 
Louisiana in such a way that, by ceding or selling 
that territory to the United States, the interests of 
both countries might be secured, and the dangers 
of impending conflict between them might be 
happily averted. 
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Ak important measure connected with the aA* 
ministration in 1808, was the passage of a law wlSfk 
provided for the settlement of various claims fb 
lands located in that vast tract of country eztendh^ 
from the western borders of South Carolina aod 
Georgia to the Mississippi River. This country toow 
constitutes the States of Alabama and Mississip^ 
Until the year 1803, the title of the Indians to ilM 
territory remained undisputed. Then South Csi*- 
lina demanded that portion of it lying along dKi 
southern boundary of Tennessee, by virtue of Wr 
original charter. Georgia alsd claimed the whdM 
of it, under her own charter. The United Statii 
afterward became the claimant, by the right of con- 
quest and the treaty of peace. 

Commissioners had l>een appointed by the Unitsd 
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States to adjust the claim with Georgia, and also to 
satisfy the demands of the settlers. Some of the 
latter held their titles from grants made hy the State 
of Geor^a, and some from grants obtained from 
the United States. The former claimants endeav- 
ored to obtain a recognition and settlement of their 
•^gh1» fix>m the United States, and were known by 
the epithet of the Yazoos. The greatest foe of 
fhese claimants was John Bandolph of Roanoke, 
who rendered himself celebrated by his fierce, 
powerfril, and sarcastic eloquence against their 
demands. The conflict raged during eleven years, 
nnti] at length it was finally settled in 1814, on the 
lecommendation made by the commissioners, by 
the purchase of the rights of the Yazoo claimants 
by the United States for five millions of dollars. 

The negotiation with France for the purchase of 
Louisiana was attended with equal and more imme- 
<diate success. The American ministers in Paris not 
only succeeded in negotiating for Kew Orleans and 
the Floridas, but were able to effect a purchase of 
.the whole of Louisiana, which contained a territory 
oqual in extent to the whole previous territorial 
. possessions of the United States. 

By this treaty of purchase eleven millions, two 

hundred and fifty thousand dollars were to bo paid 

to France, in six per cent, stock, three months after 
28 
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the delivery of the possession of the country; aiii^> 
certain claims held by American citizens againal** 
France, which were about equal to three and a baifK- 
millions, were to be assumed by the United StatMi^l 
This territory was to be admitted to the confederaqpcti 
as soon as it complied with the requirements of tkfl^ 
Constitution. This acquired territory contaioMl^ i 
about a million of square miles, and had aboufcl ' 
ninety thousand civilized inhabitants in addition tuc; 
the savages who still roamed over it 

Mr. Jefferson was highly gratified at the conclorf i 
sion of this treaty. It completed the supremacy oi 
the United States throughout the southern peniQ8al%. ' , 
and gave compactness and unity to the territoriAti 
confines of the confederacy. In a letter to Geneniiir 
Gates, he thus refers to this subject. It is dated ik\ 
Washington, July 11, 1803. 

^« 
«• 

Dear General : I accept with pleasure, and wiHi. 
pleasure reciprocate your congratulations on thli: 
acquisition of Louisiana ; for it is a subject of mvisj 
tual congratulation, as it interests every man of tk|h 
nation. The territory acquired, as it includes lAr. 
the waters of the Missouri and Mississippi, has moi%.v 
than doubled the area of the United States, and Ito.- 
new part is not inferior to the old in soil, clinuU^ 
productions, and important communications. If our 
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Ifigialatare digpoee of it with the wisdom we have a 
right to expect, they may make it the means of 
tentpting all our Indians on the east side of the 
Maniasippi to remove to the West, and of condensing 
initead of scattering oar population. I find our 
opposition is very willing to pluck feathers from 
Menroe, although not fond of sticking them into 
livingeton's coat. The truth is, both have a just 
portion of merit; and were it necessary, or proper, 
it would be shown that each has rendered peculiar 
services." 

In another letter to Judge Breckenridge, he thus 
fi)llowB up his ideas of exultation at this bright 
aohievement of his administration : — ^^ Objections 
are raising to the eastward against the vast extent 
of our boundaries, and propositions are made to 
exchange Louisiana, or a part of it, for the Floridas. 
But, as I have said, we shall get the Floridas with- 
out, and I would not give one inch of the waters of 
the Mississippi to any nation ; because I see, in a 
light very important to our peace, the exclusive 
right to its navigation, and the admission of no 
nation into it, but as into the Potomac or Delaware, 
with our consent and under our police. These 
federalists see in this acquisition the formation of a 
new confederacy, embracing all the waters of the 
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Mississippi, on both sides of it, and a separation of 
its eastern waters from us." 

One of the virtues of the character of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, consisted in the simplicity of his mind, which 
influenced him to avoid ostentation, pomp, ceremony 
and vain parade, and inclined him to give a prefer- 
ence to every mode of performing an action which 
combined the greatest convenience, and involved the 
least display. An application having been made to 
him by some of the citizens of Boston, in August, 
1803, to ascertain the date of bis birth, in order to 
celebrate his birthday, he declined to communicate 
the information in a letter to Levi Lincoln, coached 
in the following words : " With respect io the day 
on which they wish to fix their anniversary, they 
may be told, that disapproving myself of transferring 
the honors and veneration for the great birthday of 
our republic to any individual, or of dividing them 
with individuals, I have declined letting my own 
birthday be known, and have engaged my family 
not to communicate it. This has been the uniform 
answer to every application of the kind." 

Another noteworthy feature of the first adminis- 
tration of Mr. Jefferson was the repeal of the 
bankrupt law which had been first enacted in one 
of the late years of Mr. Adams' adminiBtradon. 
This law, which had authorized the discharge of a 
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debtor from all his preceding debts on the consent 
of a majority of his creditors, had been regarded 
M an invidious privilege granted to the mercantile 
eommanity, especially in the Sonthem States, 
vliere the agricultaral interest was of more real 
nlae and importance to the community than the 
eommercial. 

At this period a proposition was made in Congress 
to create a branch of the United States Bank in 
Kew Orleans. Mr. Jefferson embraced tbis oppor- 
tonity to repeat his first objections to that colossal 
institution, in the following language : 

'^This institution is one of the most deadly hos- 
tility existing against the principles and forms of 
ODT Constitution. The nation is, at this time, so 
itrong and united in its sentiments, that it cannot 
be shaken at this moment. But suppose a series of 
untoward events should occur, sufficient to bring 
into doubt the competency of a republican govern- 
ment to meet a crisis of great danger, or to unhinge 
the confidence of the people in the public function- 
aries; an institution like this, penetrating by its 
branches every part of the Union, acting by com- 
mand and in phalanx, may in a critical moment 
upset the government. I deem no government safe 
which is under the vassalage of any self-constituted 
authorities, or any other authority than that of the 

Of;* 
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nation, or its regular fanctionaries. What an oV- 
Btmction could not this bank of the United Statei^ 
with all its branch banks, be in time of war f It 
might dictate to us the peace we should accept, w 
withdraw its aids. Ought we then to give farther 
growth to an institution so powerful, so hostile?" ' 
These general considerations are then followed liy 
cogent arguments ad homtnem. '^ That it is hostile 
we know, 1. From a knowledge of the principles rf 
the persons composing the body of directors in eveiy 
bank, principal, or branch ; and those of most of tiie 
stockholders. 2. From their opposition to the 
measures and principles of the government, and to 
the election of those friendly to them ; and 8. Fntn 
the sentiments of the newspapers they supp(Ni 
Now, while we are strong, it is the greatest duty ire 
owe to the safety of our Constitution, to bring tto 
powerful enemy to a perfect subordination under its 
authorities. The first measure would be to reduce 
them to an equal footing only with other banks, B8 
to the favors of the government. But in order to fie 
able to meet a general combination of the htata 
against us, in a critical emergency, could we aot 
make a beginning toward an independent use of oor 
own money, toward holding our own deposits in sU 
the banks where it is received, and letting the 
treasurer give his draft or note, for payment at any 



OF THOMAS JBFFBRSON. 271 

jMurtienlar place, which in a well-conducted govem- 
inent ought to have as much credit as auy private 
dmft^ or bank-note or bill, and would give us the 
nme jGu^ilides which we derive from the banks ?" 

In the spring of 1804 Mr. Jefferson suffered a 
severe domestic bereavement in the death of Mrs. 
Eppes, one of his daughters. On this occasion the 
wife of ex-President Adams addressed him a letter 
(tf condolence, to which Mr. Jefferson responded in 
a similar spirit of friendship and conciliation. This 
oorrespondence became the cause of the renewal of 
die fiiendship which had formerly existed between 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Adams, and continued unin- 
terruptedly during many years, until death put an 
and to the existence of both, on the same anniversary 
of the birthday of the nation's liberties. To Gov- 
ernor Page Mr. Jefferson writes, in reference to this 
calamity: 

** Others," he says, " may lose of their abundance, 
bat I of my wants have lost even the half of all I 
had. My evening prospects now hang on the slen- 
der thread of a single life. Perhaps I may be des- 
tbed to see even this last cord of parental affection 
broken. The hope with which I had looked forward 
to the moment when, resigning public cares to 
jronnger hands, I was to retire to that domestic 
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comfort from which the last great step is to be takei^' 
is fearfully blighted." -^ 

On the reassembling of Congress, on the 5th of 
November, Mr. Jefferson sent in his opening mei^ 
sage. The chief peculiarity of this message is, thtfl 
he therein recommends the adoption of the systeiii 
of gun-boats for the protection of the harbors. Thest 
gun-boats he termed floating-batteries ; and he esti^ ' 
mated that two hundred and fifty of them wouM 
effectually defend the fifteen harbors and the coasti 

r 

of the United States. These he termed a cheap | 
marine ; and Congress was induced to pass an v^ 
propriation of sixty thousand dollars, for the porpoM 
of testing the feasibility of the plan. The matteif 
excited much discussion at the time, and the goii^ 
boats were generally opposed and condemned b^ 
the officers of the navy. An opportunity w»i 
eagerly waited for to test the availability of thisnev 
arm of the service ; and it was not long before sack 
an opportunity was afforded. As these boats wen 
sailing along the coast a violent storm arose, when 
some of them were driven ashore, some were 
swamped, and the whole of them destroyed o^ 
rendered entirely unfit for service. The gun-boatt 
were thus proved to be utterly unable to resist even 
the pacific perils of the deep ; and their total rain 
cast a torrent of popular ridicule on the Executive, 
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who had 80 Btrenuoosly insisted od their superior 
availability and merit. 

Daring the first administration of Jefferson, which 
now terminated, the public debt had been reduced 
more than twelve millions ; the territorial area of 
the United States had been doubled ; many expen- 
nve revenue offices had been abolished ; the taxes 
had been greatly diminished; a war wnth France 
and Spain had been skillfully and honorably averted ; 
the Tripolitans had been conquered ; successful war 
Iiad been made on Tunis and Algiers; and inter- 
nal prosperity, wealth, and improvement had prodi- 
giously increased. The first administration of Mr. 
Jefferson, therefore, terminated in a halo of popu- 
larity and splendor, which rendered his re-election 
inevitable; which made him for a brief period 
the idol of the nation, and the possessor of a degree 
of adolation second in intensity only to that which 
had become the permanent and unchanging inherit- 
ance of Washington. 

He commenced his second administration on the 
4th of March, 1805. The causes which induced 
him to accept a re-election, which resulted in a 
much greater majority than he had obtained on the 
first, are stated by Mr. Jefferson himself in the fol- 
bwing letter to Mr. Geny : 

'*I sincerely regret that the unbounded calumnies 
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of the Federal party have obliged me to ihrow my- 
self on the verdict of my country for trial, my gretA 
desire having been to retire at the end of the pre- 
sent term, to a life of tranquillity ; and it was XDf 
decided purpose when I entered into office. Tbgr 
force my continuance. If we can keep the veaaA 
of state as steadily in her course for another fiHir 
years, my earthly purposes will be accomplished^ ; 
and I shall be free to enjoy, as yon are doing, mj ■ 
family, my farm, and my books." When it is con- 
sidered that Mr. Jeiierson was a zealous and primi- 
tive dissenter from the unlimited re-eligibiliiy o£ 
the executive; and that he espoused with ardor ^ 
short terms of office, and had originally intended to I 
hold the office but four years, it must be deeplj ; 
lamented that he suffered the clamor of enemies to 
divert him from establishing a precedent of so muck 
vital consequence to the purity and duration of oir 
free institutions. The reasons he adduces for tbil 
dereliction are such as might with equal force bi 
alleged for a continuance in the office for lift* 
How much of real glory he lost by missing thil 
opportunity of putting the seal of sincerity and tbi 
test of consistency on his original professions, c$fi 
only bo estimated by a full and just consideration 
of the difficulty attending the sacrifice of ambitioii 
to principle ; of resisting the temptation of per*Kmal 
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vanity for the endaring fatnre applause of man- 
kind. 

Devoted to science, and at all times intent on im- 
provements in literature and knowledge, as well as 
politics and government, Mr. Jefferson now pro- 
jected the expedition of Lewis and Clarke to the 
Colombia Kiver, for the purpose of exploring and 
ascertaining the geography, natural history, climate, 
riches, resources, and peculiarities of the new pur- 
chase of the Territory of Louisiana. 

It was at this period that Mr. Jefferson addressed 
a letter to the Emperor Alexander I. of Russia, in 
behalf of the principle of neutral rights, which he 
earnestly desired might be duly secured by the 
treaties which were about to be formed by Napoleon 
with the powers of Europe, at the general pacifica- 
tion which was then anticipated. In this remark- 
able letter, after speaking of his gratification at selB- 
ing advanced to the government of so extensive a 
portion of the earth, and at so early a period of his 
life, a sovereign whose ruling desire was the hap- 
piness of his people, and whose philanthropy was 
extended to ^^ a distant and infant nation, unoffend- 
ing in its course and unambitious in its views," he 
further compliments the emperor on his efforts to- 
ward the pacification of Europe, and reminds him 
of the common interest which the United States 
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and the northern nations of Europe have in pre«er?^ 
iug neutral rights. He suggests that the emperor 
and Napoleon have it in their power, at the ap- 
proaching pacification, to render eminent services 
to nations in general, by incorporating into thft wet 
of pacification a correct definition of the rights of 
neutrals on the high seas, and '' that these riglito 
thus defined could be enforced, if further sanction 
were necessary, by an exclusion of the nation vb* 
lating them from all commerce with the rest" 

"Having taken," he says, "no part in the pastor 
existing troubles of Europe, we have no part to act 
on its pacification. But as principles may then be 
settled in which we have a deep interest, it is a great 
happiness for us that they are placed under the pro- 
tection of an umpire, who, looking beyond the na^ 
row bounds of an individual nation, will take under 
the cover of his equity the rights of the absent and 
unrepresented. It is only by a happy concurrence 
of good characters and good occasions, that a step 
can now and then be taken to advance the well* 
being of nations. If the present occasion be good, 
I am sure your majesty's character will not be want- . 
ing to avail the world of it. By monuments of such 
good offices may your life become an epoch in the 
history of the condition of men, and may He who 
called it into being, for the good of the human 
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fiunily, give it length of days and success, and have 
it always in his holy keeping." 

This communication was addressed by Mr. Jeffer- 
Km directly to the Autocrat, and not to his Minister 
of Foreign Afiairs, through the American Secretary 
of State, as diplomatic usage would have required. 
In pursuing this course, the President designed to 
carry out and illustrate the supposed simplicity of 
lepuhlican forms, in every department of his admi- 
nistration, from the most dignified to the most 
minute. 
24 
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FEELINGS ON THIS OCCASION. 

The most important event connected with the 
Becond administration of Mr. Jefferson was the con- 
spiracy and trial of Aaron Bnrr. This celebrated 
man had lost the confidence of the Democratic party 
which had previously placed him in the oJ0B.ce of 
Vice-President, in consequence of his supposed 
intrigues with the Federalists. He endeavored to 
regain official rank and influence by obtaining the 
post of Governor of New York. In that State many 
of his former opponents among the Federalists, 
influenced by hatred to the administration of Jeffer> 
son, were disposed to give Burr their assistance. 
The latter would have been elected had it not been 
for the determined opposition of Alexander Ilamil* 
ton, who regarded Burr as a dangerous and unscm- 
pulous adventurer, and exerted himself to defeat 
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him. The conseqaence of this opposition was tho 

Qofortunate dael, in which Hamilton became tbo 

victim of the insatiable vengeance of his foe. This 

deed forever blasted the prospects of Burr in New 

Torky and compelled or induced him to turn hU 

enterprising and crafty mind to the elaboration of 

other schemes of ambition and aggrandizement. 

Then it was that Burr formed his gigantic plans of 

conquest and glory in the fer South- West. Then it 

was that he resolved to concentrate all his great 

powers on the establishment of a splendid empire, 

composed of the extreme southern territories of the 

United States, combined with a conquered portion 

of the ancient realms of Montezuma. Nor was Burr 

unfitted to the accomplishment of these lofty and 

•spiring aims. His military talents were of a high 

order, and he could lead his armed hosts to battle 

and direct their movements with the skill of a great 

commander. His talents for political intrigue were 

consummate and unrivaled ; being the most crafty, 

imifol and far-reaching tactician in the country. 

Ab a conqneror, as a legislator, and as a ruler. Burr 

could boast no inconsiderable resemblance in the 

universality and extent of his talents, to Napoleon 

Bonaparte. 

Burr's first object was the invasion of Mexico. A 
large part of his materials for this expedition he 
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expected to obtain in tbe Soath- Western States and 
Territories. He found however that the attachment 
of the people there to the Union, could not be: 
moved; and consequently he prepared to mardi: 
first to Mexico, and achieve his first triumphs there.. 
Bj this time the American government had cb*' 
tained satisfactory information of the culpable natom 
of his movements ; if not that they were trea80iuii> 
ble, at least that they were illegal, as being of a 
warlike nature against a country with which the 
United States were then at peace. General WiUdn^ 
son was ordered immediately to proceed to Ker> 
Orleans, and to take every possible means to defeit 
the expedition. On the 27th of November, Mr*. 
Jefiferson issued a proclamation cautioning all dti* 
zens against joining the enterprise; and orders worn 
then issued to the United States troops, stationed at 
difierent points along the Ohio and Mississippi, ta 
seize the boats and stores, and arrest the membm 
of the expedition. 

On the 16th of January Mr. Bandolph moved iQ 
Congress that the President be called on to impart 
such information respecting Burr's movements at 
niight then be in the possession of the govemmenti 
On the 22d of that month the call of the resolottoa 
was complied with. He stated in substance that 
information had been received that some boats filled 
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mth adventurers, perhaps three or four hundred in 
number, had passed the Falls of the Ohio for tho 
purpose of meeting the rendezvous appointed at the 
mouth of Cumberland Biver; that Burr himself 
bid descended the Cumberland on the 22 d of De- 
oonber with two boats ; that General Wilkinson 
Ind made ample preparations to defend New 
Orleans, and that orders had been issued for the 
irrest of the chief conspirator. 

In accordance with these orders, Dr. Bolman and 
Mr. Swartwout, two of Burr's principal aids, were ar- 
tested at New Orleans. On the 81st of December 
Barr himself passed Fort Massac with ten boats. But 
II he approached New Orleans he found the prepara- 
tions made by General Wilkinson so extensive and 
efficient that he discovered the utter futility of his 
plans. He then proceeded to the Tombigbee, 
having landed with a single companion on the bauka 
of the Mississippi on the 18th of January. His ulti- 
mate destination was then unknown; but he was 
detected and arrested by the emissaries of the 
government in February, 1807. He was immediately 
eonveyed on horseback to Richmond, Virginia, to 
be tried by the Federal court, held by Chief Justice 
Marshal, assisted by Justice Griffin. 

Burr reached Richmond on the 26th of March. 
The court admitted him to bail in the sum of tcu 
24* 
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thousand dollars, which was immediately entered 
for him by members of the Federal party. Mr. Ilay 
prosecuted for the government, assisted by William 
Wirt. Able counsel represented the defendant, the 
chief of whom was the celebrated Luther Martin. 
It was on this memorable occasion that the stately, 
imposing, and resplendent eloquence of Wirt shone 
forth with unrivaled magnificence, in strains of 
power and pathos which will be admired, quoted^ 
and read with rapture till the end of time. Even 
the stern and iron heart of Burr himself trembled, 
and his eagle eye quailed beneath the overwhelming 
torrent of scathing invective, argument, and decla- 
mation, with which that great orator and ornament 
of the American bar reviewed the events developed 
by his bold, ambitious, and desperate career. 

After a trial of three weeks, and prodigious exer- 
tions of counsel on both sides. Burr was acquitted^ 
on the ground that the ofiense, if any, had not been 
committed within the jurisdiction of the court. It 
was Mr. Jefferson's purpose to commence a second 
prosecution, in which the plea to the jurisdiction 
should be evaded and the charges tried entirely on 
the merits; but the purpose was afterward aban- 
doned. Burr immediately sailed for England, 
where it was supposed he designed to obtain means 
for the purpose of carrying on his ambitious plans 
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more successfully. In this purpose he signally 
failed ; both in England and France he was reduced 
almost to the verge of starvation ; and he ultimately 
returned to Xew York, a ruined and disgraced Out- 
cast. 

The chief charge against Burr in his trial was that 
of treason against the United States. That Mr. 
Jeiferson himself did not believe in the justice of 
this charge at the time it was made, is evident from 
the following letter to Mr. Bowdoin, dated April 
2d, 1807: 

" No better proof of the good faith of the United 
States could have been given, than the vigor with 
which we have acted, and the expense incurred, in 
suppressing the enterprise meditated lately by Burr, 
against Mexico. Although at first he proposed a 
separation of the western country, and on that 
ground received encouragement and aid from Yrnjo, 
according to the usual spirit of his government 
toward us, yet he very early saw that the fidelity 
of the western country was not to be shaken, and 
turned himself whoUy toward Mexico. And so popu- 
lar is an enterprise on that country, in this, that we 
had only to lie still, and he would have had fol- 
lowers enough to have been in the city of Mexico 
in six weeks." 

Mr. Jefferson evidently hated Burr personally; 
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for in a letter to Mr. Hay, the prosecuting officer, 
he terms him *'an impudent. Federal bull-dog.^ 
Jefferson also became highly incensed against Chief 
Justice Marshall, whom he falsely and basely 
charged with endeavoring to protect and shield the 
defendant 

The effects of the Berlin and Milan Decrees of 
Kapoleon, and of the Orders in Council on the part 
of England, now began to be felt as serious aggres^ 
sions on the commerce and revenue of the United 
States. The licentious and preposterous doctrine! 
of blockade, proclaimed by France, and the retalia- 
tion of so monstrous a violation of the laws of na? 
tions by England, soon inflicted the most &tal 
wounds upon neutral commerce, insulting and de* 
grading to the national character, at the same time 
that it cut up its resources, plundered its wealth, and 
mutilated its marine. Impressment was added to 
robbery and confiscation, our flag being unable to 
protect the persons of our citizens from the power 
of insolent England, or secure their property from 
the rapacity of libertine Prance, Unhappily for thii 
country and its national character, the feuds engen* 
dered by the collisions between those two countriee 
among our citizens, during the French revolution, 
had enlisted the Democratic and Federal parties 
under the banners of the two European belligerents. 
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It was known thut Mr. Jefferson was partial to 
France and hated England ; and as he always pre- 
ferred peace to war, a disposition to negotiate for a 
redress of wrongs of this heinoas character, was 
construed by some into a pusillanimous submission 
to the despotism of France; and by the adverse 
party, into a degrading acquiescence in the wrongs 
of England. The Democrats called for a war with 
Great Britain; the Federalists, and those who 
opposed French tyranny, demanded war against 
France. Mr. Jefferson desired peace, and disre- 
garding the clamors of both, proceeded to negotia- 
tion. In a letter to Lafayette in 1807, he thus pic- 
tares our distressful and embarrassing situation : — 
^I enclose you a proclamation, which will show 
jou the critical footing on which we stand at pres- 
eat with England. Kever since the battle of Lex- 
ington, have I seen this country in such a state of 
of exasperation as at present. And even that did 
not produce such unanimity. The Federalists them- 
selves coalesce with us as to the object, although 
they will return to their old trade of condemning 
every step we take toward obtaining it. * Eepara- 
tion for the past, and security for the future,' is our 
motto. Whether these will be yielded freely, or 
will require resort to non-intercourse, or to war, is 
yet to be seen. We have actually near two thou- 
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aand men in the field, covering the exposed parts 
of the coast, and catting off supplies from Jbhe Bri- 
tish vessels." 

The attack made on the fiagate Chesapeake by 
the British admiral, and the Order of the British 
Council prohibiting all commerce between America 
and the ports of her enemies in Europe, unless their 
cargoes were first landed in England and duties 
there paid on re-exportation, which threatened the 
total ruin of American commerce, induced Mr. Jef- 
ferson to recommend an embargo law. This law 
was passed by Congress on the 22d of December, 
1807. 

This was the last important act of Mr. Jefferson's 
political life. His administration was now drawing 
to a close, after forty years of public service, and 
twenty of party turmoil. He had now attained the 
age of sixty-five, and if the enjoyment of power had 
not produced satiety, the charms of retirement must 
at least have promised the delight of novelty. His 
annual message to Congress this year, 1808, spoke 
of this event in a strain of unaffected modesty, dig- 
nified feeling, and patriotic eloquence, every way 
creditable to his head and heart. " Availing my- 
•elf of this, the last occasion which will occur of 
iddressing the two houses of the legislature at their 

iMting, I cannot omit the expression of my sincere 
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gratitude for the repeated proofs of confidence mani- 
fested to me by themselves and their predecessors, 
since my call to the administration, and the many 
indulgences experienced at their hands. The same 
grateful acknowledgments are due to my fellow- 
citizens generally, whose support has been my great 
encouragement under all embarrassments. In the 
transaction of their businesss I cannot have escaped 
error — ^it is incident to our imperfect nature. But 
I may say with truth my errors have been of the 
understanding, not of intention, and that the ad- 
vancement of their rights and interests has been the 
constant motive for every measure. On these con- 
siderations I solicit their indulgence. Looking for- 
ward with anxiety to their future destinies, I trust, 
that in their steady character, unshaken by difficul- 
ties, in their love of liberty, obedience to law, and 
support of public authorities, I see a sure guarantee 
of the permanence of our republic; and retiring 
from the charge of their affiiirs, I carry with me the 
consolation of a firm persuasion, that Heaven has in 
store for our beloved country, long ages to come of 
prosperity and happiness." 

It was on the 7th of lS"ovember that Mr. Jefferson 
sent in to Congress his last annual address, contain- 
ing many items of interest connected with the state 
of the country, and the past measures of his adnii- 
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DistratioD. Among other statements he infonas 
them that the -yearly receipts of the Treasiuy wen 
then eighteen millions of dollars; that two millioii i 

i 

and a half of the national debt had been dischaigedi 



and that nearly fourteen millions remained as 
plus in the treasury. Daring the six years piecdk 
ing, thirty millions of the national debt had \mA 
liquidated. ?a 

At the general election in October, James Ma& ' 
son had been chosen as the successor of Mr. JetEA 
son. At the expiration of the term of the latter, hi '■ 
received addresses of esteem and respect from tiba ! 
legislatures of Vermont, New Jersey, Pennsylvai^ 
Maryland, Georgia, New York and Virginia. 'Buf 
address of the legislature of Virginia prooeedil 
from the polished pen of William Wirt; and 
couched in the following language 






"Sir: The General Assembly of your natif9 
State cannot close their session without ackaovi- 
edging your services in the office which yoa 10 
just about to lay down, and bidding you a respeo^ 
ful and affectionate farewell. 

" We have to thank you for the model of aa 
administration conducted on the purest princiita 
of republicanism ; for pomp and state laid aside; 
patronage discarded; internal taxes abolished; a 
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best of sttperfloouB officers disbanded ; the monar- 
diic maxim that ^a national debt is a national 
Uessing/ renounced, and more than thirty-three 
snllions of our debt discharged ; the native right to 
fieur one hundred millions of acres of oor national 
domain extinguished; and without the guilt or 
Mbmities of conquest, a vast and fertile region 
added to our country, &r more extensive than her 
original possessions, bringing along with it the 
Mississippi and the port of Orleans, the trade of 
the West to the Pacific Ocean, and in the intrinsic 
value of the land itself, a source of permanent and 
jdmost inexhaustible revenue. These are points in 
jour administration which the historian will not 
&0 to seize, to expand, and to teach posterity to 
dnrell upon with delight. Nor will he forget our 
peace with the civilized world, preserved through a 
season of uncommon difficulty and trial ; the good- 
will cultivated with the unfortunate aborigines of 
OBT country, and the civilization humanely extended 
finong them ; the lesson taught the inhabitants of 
Ae coast of Barbary, that we have the means of 
chastising their piratical encroachments, and awing 
them into justice; and that theme, which, above all 
others, the historic genius will hang upon with 
lapture, the liberty of speech and the press pre- 
25 
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served inviolate^ withoot which genius and science 
are given to man in vain. 

^^ In the principles on which you have adminii- 
tered the government, we see only the continaalio9 
and the maturity of the same virtues and ahilitiei . 
which drew upon you in your youth the resentme^ 
of Dunmore. From the first hrilliant and h^[f{^ 
moment of your resistance to foreign tyranny until 
the present day, we mark with pleasure and wiA 
gratitude the same uniform and consistent chano- 
ter — ^the same warm and devoted attachment H 
liberty and the republic, the same Boman love of 
your country, her rights, her peace, her honor, hel 
prosperity. 

*^ How blessed will be the retirement into whidll 

* 

you are about to go ! How deservedly blessed wiB 
it be ! For you carry with you the richest of ill 
rewards, the recollection of a life well spent in thi 
service of your country, and proo& the most dec^ 
sive of the love, the gratitude, the veneration oi ] 
your countrymen. - , 

^^ That your retirement may be as happy as yoolr ^. 
life baa been virtuous and useful ; that our youtt ; 
may see, in the blissful close of your days, an add(* 
tional inducement to form themselves on yoor 
model, is the devout and earnest prayer of year 
fellow-citizens who compose the General Assembly 
of Virginia." 






j] 
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Mr. Jefferson's second term of office as President 
of the United States, terminated on Mareb 4tl), 
1809. He remained to witness the inauguration of 
Us successor, and sat on his right hand during the 
delivery of his address. Several days afterward ho 
left Washington, and journeyed by slow and easy 
rtages to Monticello, where he arrived in the mid- 
dle of March. Thus after forty years of political 
tormoil, agitation and labor, this great statesman 
ind politician retired at last to the quiet and scclu- 
Bon of private life. His feelings on this occasion 
may be inferred from the following letter to M. Du- 
pont de Nemours, in Paris : 

" Within a few days I retire to my. family , my 
books and fiirms; and having gained the harbor 
myself, I shall look on my friends still buffeting the 
Itorm, with anxiety, indeed, but not with envy. 
Vever did a prisoner, released from his chains, feel 
lach relief as I shall on shaking off the shackles of 
power. Nature intended me for the tranquil piir- 
laits of science, by rendering them my supreme 
delight. But the enormities of the times in which 
I have lived, have forced me to take a part in resist- 
ing them, and to commit myself on the boisterous 
ocean of political passions. I thank God for the 
opportunity of retiring from them without censure. 
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and carrying with me the most consoling proofs of 
pufclic approbation." 

He gives the following account of his journey :— 

"I had a very fatiguing journey, having found 
the roads excessively bad, although I have seen 
them worse. The last three days I found it better 
to be on horseback, and traveled eight hours through 
as disagreeable a snow-storm as I was ever in. 
Feeling no inconvenience from the expedition but 
fatigue, I have more confidence in my vis vitas than 
I had before entertained. The spring is remarkably 
backward." 

Having been welcomed home by the citizens of 
his county, he addressed them in the following 
strain of attachment and affection : — 

" Returning to the scenes of my birth and early 
life, to the society of those with whom I was raised, 
and who have been ever dear to me, I receive, fel- 
low-citizens and neighbors, with inexpressible plea- 
sure, the cordial welcome you are so good as to give 
me. Long absent on duties which the history of a 
wonderful era made incumbent on those called to 
tbem, the pomp, the turmoil, the bustle and splen* 
dor of office, have drawn but deeper sighs for the 
tranquil and irresponsible occupations of private 
life, for the enjoyment of an aftectionate intercourse 
with you, my neighbors and friends; and the en* 
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dearments of &mi]y love, which nature has given 
hb all, as the sweetener of every hour. For these I 
gladly lay down the distressing burden of power, 
and seek, with my fellow-citizens, repose and safety 
under the watchful cares, the labors and perplexities 
of younger and abler minds. The anxieties you 
express to administer to my happiness, do, of them- 
ttlves, confer that happiness; and the measure will 
be complete, if my endeavors to fulfill my duties in 
the several public stations to which I have been 
cdled, have obtained for me the approbation of my 
country. The part which I have acted on the 
iheatre of public life, has been before them ; and to 
&eir sentence I submit it: but the testimony of my 
native county, of the individuals who have known 
me in private life, to my conduct in its various 
duties and relations, is the more grateful, as pro- 
ceeding from eye-witnesses and observers — from 
triers of the vicinage. Of you, then, my neighbors, 
I may ask in the face of the world, ' "Whose ox have 
I taken, or whom have I defrauded ? Whom have 
I oppressed, or of whose hand have I received a 
bribe to blind mine eyes therewith V On your ver- 
dict I rest with conscious security. Your wishes 
fcr my happiness are received with just sensibility, 
and I offer sincere prayers for your own welfare and 

prosperity." 
25* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

KR. JEFFERSOir's HABITS OT LIVB IN HIS RBTIRIVKITT— urCTDRlTTS OF Bfl 
BESIDBNCB AT MOBTICBLLO — ^THB MBCCLBNBURO DECLARATIOIf OF INDB* 
PENDBNCB — MB. JBFFBRSOR'S PBCUHIART DIFFICDLTIBS — THB PLAB OF 4 
LOTTERY — PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS TO HIS RELIEF — HIS LAST SICKNESS— > 
HIS DEATH — BSTIXATB OF HIS CRARACTBR — HIS RBLIOIODS OPINIONS*-^ 
DEFECTS OF HIS CHARAUTBR — HIS WANT OF BINCERITT AN» TRUTHFUL- 
NESS — HIS FALSE CHARGBS AOAINST MR. HAMILTON — BYIDBNCB OF THBIB 
FALSEHOOD — ^HIS 8BCBKT OPPOSITION TO THB FBDBRAL CONSTITUTIOH^- 
NOVEL AND ABSURD ABOUNDS OF HIS OPPOSITION — CHIEF DIFFBBBNOV 
BBTWBBN JBFFBRSON AND HAMILTON— CONCLUSION. 

Mb. Jeffbrsoh was sixtj-six years of age when ho 
retired, for the last time, from public life to the 
quietude and seclusion of his estate at Monticello. 
His property consisted of nearly seven thousand acres 
of land, and was worked by a hundred and thirteeu 
slaves. He also possessed four thousand acres at 
Poplar Forest, on which there were eighty-five 
slaves. But although he was a large landed proprie* 
tor, his estates were not very productive ; and the 
profuse hospitality which during many years he exer- 
cised at Monticello, very perceptibly diminished his 
resources from year to year. He had also a passion 
for building; and being deprived of the iucome 
which for eight years he had been in the habit o{ 
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Tecevnjyg as President, he gradually became involved 
m ceciiniary difficulties. He thus describes his avo- 
daticno in a letter of this date, to his illustrious 
friend Eoskiusco : 

" In the bosom of my femily, and surrounded by 
jay books, I enjoy a repose to which I have been 
long a stranger. My mornings are devoted to cor- 
respondence. From breakfast to dinner I am in my 
shops, my garden, or on horseback among my farms ; 
from dinner to dark I give to society and recreation 
with my neighbors and friends; and from candle 
light to early bedtime I read. My health is perfect, 
and my strength considerably reinforced by the ac- 
tivity of the course I pursue ; perhaps it is as great 
88 usually &lls to the lot of near sixty-seven years of 
age. I talk of plows and harrows, seeding and 
harvesting, with my neighbors, and of politics, too, 
if they choose, with as little reserve as the rest of 
my fellow-citizens, and feel at length the blessing of 
being free to say and do what I please, without being 
responsible for it to any mortal. A part of mj 
occupation, and by no means the least pleasing, is 
the direction of the studies of such young men as 
ask it. They place themselves in the neighboring 
village, have the use of my library and counsel, and 
make a part of my society. In advising the course 
of their reading, I endeavor to keep their attention 
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fixed on the main objects of all science, the zreedom 
and happiness of man." He concludes by adve^'ing; 
to his pecuniary difidculties, and says he has to pass 
such a length of time in a thraldom of mind ne^^ 
before known to him. ^^ But for this," he says^ <' ok 
happiness would have been perfect" Among tfaosi 
who thus profited by his counsels in the way spok^tt 
of, were Mr. Rives, the late Minister to France^ and 
Francis W. Gilmer, late Professor of Law in the 
University of Virginia. 

His workshops were those of carpenters, black- 
smiths, wheelwrights and nailsmiths. Mr. Jefferaoft 
was fond of exercising himself in mechanical em- 
ployments. He had a small apartment a<^oiningbii 
bed-room, in which there was a complete assortment 
of tools, in the use of which he had acquired mnok 
practical skill, and which at once enabled him to 
take exercise within doors, to find an agreeable re- 
laxation for his mind, to repair any of his various io- 
struments in physical science, and to execute aoy 
little scheme of the moment in the way of furniture or 
experiment. He had many very respectable workmen 
among his slaves, whose expertness had been greatly 
improved, both by his instructions and the diversified 
occupation which he aftbrded them. The carriage 
in which he ordinarily rode, his garden-seats, even 
some of his liousehukl furniture, were the joint work 
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of himself and his slaves. His &yorite exercise, 
however, was riding on horseback, and he never 
was unprovided with handsome horses. It was the 
only thing in which he was lavish of money for his 
^elusive gratification; and the four which he 
purchased for his carriage when he was elected 
President^ cost him two thousand dollars. 

Thus year after year of the retirement of this 
celebrated man glided quietly away ; yet occasion- 
ally diversified by pleasing and novel incidents. 
One of these was the correspondence which took 
place between Mr. Jefferson and Mr. John Adams. 
Another was the epistolary intercourse which 
occurred between him and the illustrious Madame 
de Stael. His correspondence with Mr. Adams 
elicited new and strange information in reference to 
the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, from 
which it has been charged that Mr. Jefferson de- 
rived the chief ideas of his own draft of the Ameri- 
can Declaration. This subject has been fiercely 
contested on both sides. The coincidences of ex- 
pression between these two documents are so 
remarkable as to jutstify the full conviction, that the 
one was in a great measure derived from the other. 
That the reader may judge for himself on this 
subject, we here insert this rare and interesting 
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document, as well as Mr. Adams' letter to Mr. 
Jefferson on the subject : 

« Quincyj 22d of June, 1819. 

^^ Dbab Sib : May I enclose you one of the great- 
est curiosities, and one of the deepest mysteries that 
ever occurred to me ; it is in the JEssex JReffwter of 
June the 5th, 1819. It is entitled, from the Raleigh 
RegUtetj * Declaration of Independence.' How is it 
possible that this paper should have been concealed 
from me to this day i Had it been communicated 
to me in the time of it, I know, if you do not know, 
that it would have been printed in every whig 
newspaper upon the continent. You know that if I 
had possessed it, I would have made the Hall of 
Congress echo and re-echo with it fifteen months 
before your Declaration of Independence. What s 
poor, ignorant, malicious, short-sighted, crapulooi 
mass is Tom Paine's Common Sense in comparisos 
vdth this paper. Had I known it, I would havo 
commented upon it from the day you entered Gos- 
gress till the fourth of July, 1776. 

^*The genuine sense of America at that moment 
was never so well expressed before or since. Bichard 
Caswell, William Hooper, and Joseph Hughes, ^ 
then representatives of iN'orth Carolina in Congrescs 
you know as well as I; and you know that the 
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unauimity of the States finally depended on the 
vote of Joseph Hewes, and was finally determined 
by him ; and yet history is to ascribe the American 
Bevolntion to Thomas Paine. Sat verbum sapienti. 
^^ I am, dear sir, yoar invariable friend/' &c. 

The Mecklenburg Declaration is as follows : 

" May 20th, 1776. That whoever directly or in- 
directly abets, or in any way, form, or manner, 
countenances the unchartered and dangerous inva- 
non of our rights, as claimed by Qreat Britain, is an 
enemy to this country, to America, and to the inhe- 
rent and undeniable rights of man. 

^ That we, the citizens of Mecklenburg county, 
do hereby dissolve the political bands which have caiP' 
netted tM vfith the mother conntrtfy and hereby absolve 
eursehee from all allegiance to the British croum^ and 
abjure all political eonnectiony contact or association 
with that nation, who have wantonly trampled on 
our rights and liberties, and inhumanly shed the 
blood of American patriots at Lexington. 

^^ That we do hereby declare ourselves a free and 
independent people ; are, and of right ought to 5e, a 
sovereign and self-governing association, under the 
eontrol of no power, other than that of our God, 
and the general government of Congress ; to the 
maiutouance of which independence, we solemnly 
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pledge to each other, our mutual co-operation, our 
lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred honor. 

" That as we acknowledge the existence and con- 
trol of no law nor legal officer, civil or military, 
within this county, we do hereby ordain and adopt 
as a rule of life, all, each, and every of our former 
laws; wherein, nevertheless, the crown of Great 
Britain never can be considered as holding rights, 
privileges, immunities, or authority therein. 

^^ That it is further decreed, that all, each, and 
every military officer in this county, is hereby rein- 
stated in his former command and authority, he 
acting conformably to the regulations. And that 
every member present of this delegation shall hence- 
forth be a civil officer, viz. a justice of the peace, in 
the character of a committee man, to issue process, 
h^ar, and determine all matters of controversy, 
according to said adopted laws; and to preserve 
peace, union, and harmony in said county, and to 
use every exertion to spread the love of country and 
fire of freedom throughout America, until a more 
general and organized government be established in 
this province." 

Another agreeable incident connected with these 
retired and unobtrusive years of Mr. Jefferson's life, 
was the visit which he received from General La 
Fayette, when making his tour through the United 
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States. There was the ntmost cordiality between 
them while together ; yet Mr. Jefferson, with his 
prevalent duplicity, speaks in a letter to Mr. Madison 
of La Fayette's " canine thintfor popularity.'' How 
much real esteem and regard Mr. Jefferson could 
have entertained for a person of whom he speaks in 
Buch terms, it is not difficult to determine. 

In 1824 Mr. Jefferson began to see his wishes and 
labors in reference to the University of Virginia 
approaching a successful termination. The build- 
ings were very near their completion, and an able 
corps of professors had been procured. Mr. Jeffer- 
son was chosen President of the Board of Trustees, 
and he aided the new Institution with generous gifts 
of books, money, services and influence. He framed 
the laws for the government of the University. 
These laws he made entirely too democratic ; and 
the consequence was that the students soon proved 
themselves utterly unfit for self-government, and 
their insubordination nearly brought the institution 
to the verge of ruin. Severe measures became 
necessary, and the ringleaders were expelled by the 
fificulty, among whom was one of Mr. Jefierson's 
own nephews. The necessary amendments to the 
constitution and laws of the University were made; 
and subsequently greater rigor secured greater order 
and propriety of behavior. 
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The lajst event in the life of Mr. Jefferson which 
attracted public attention was one of a painful and 
distressing nature. Together with the &ilure of his 
health, and his sufferings from a chronic disease of 
the bladder, his pecuniary difficulties had been in- 
creasing for many years. His vast tracts of land 
had long been expensive and comparatively unprofit- 
able. His debts had largely increased. He had 

• 

been relieved, immediately after his retirement from 
the Presidency, by a loan of ten thousand dollars 
secured on his property. He realized in his expe- 
rience the evils which attended the employment of 
overseers and slaves. The proceeds of his estates 
rarely covered the expenses. He was also so im- 
prudent and unfortunate as to endorse for his friend, 
Governor Nicholas, to the amount of twenty thou- 
sand dollars ; and for this sum, by the insolvency of 
Mr. Nicholas, he became responsible. 

In order to relieve his pressing pecuniary difficul- 
ties, a plan was devised by his friends to obtain an 
act of the Legislature of Virginia, authorizing the 
disposal of a part of his property by lottery. He 
himself prepared a petition to that effect, to be pre- 
sented to that body. The legislature acquiesced, 
and passed the act ; but the enemies of Mr. Jefferson 
embraced the opportunity to utter the most severe 
and sarcastic strictures upon him. He thus writes 
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to Mr. Madison in reference to the subject in Feb- 
ruary, 1826. 

"You will have seen in the newspapers some 
proceedings in the legislature, which have cost me 
much mortification. My own debts had become 
considerable, but not beyond the effect of some lop- 
ping off of property, which would have been little 
felt, when our friend Mcholas gave me the coup de 
grace. Ever since that, I have been paying twelve 
hundred dollars a year interest on his debt, which, 
with my own, was absorbing so much of my annual 
income, as that the maintenance of my family was 
maHng deep and rapid inroads on my capital, and 
had already done it. Still, sales at a fair price, 
would leave me competently provided. Had crops 
and prices, for several years, been such as to main- 
tain a steady competition of substantial bidders at 
market, all would have been safe. But the long 
succession of years of stunted crops, of reduced 
prices, the general prostration of the farming busi- 
ness, under levies for the support of manufacturers, 
&C., with the calamitous fluctuations of value in our 
paper medium, have kept agriculture in a state of 
abject depression, which has peopled the western 
States by silently breaking up those on the Atlantic, 
and glutted the land market, while it drew off its 
bidders. In such a state of things, property has 
lost its character of being a resource for debts. 



804 THB LIFE AND TIMKS 

High land in Bedford, which, in the days of out 
plethory, sold readily for from fifty to one hundred 
dollars the acre, (and such sales were many then,) 
would not now sell for more than from ten to 
twenty dollars, or one quarter or one fift;h of its 
former price. Reflecting on these things, the prao* 
tice occurred to me of selling, on fair valuation, and 
by way of lottery, often resorted to before the Revo- 
lution, to effect large sales, and still in constant 
usage in every State, for individual as well as cor- 
poration purposes. If it is permitted in my case, 
my lands here alone, with the mills, Ac, will pay 
every thing, and leave me Monticello and a farm 
free. If refused, I must sell every thing here, per- 
haps considerably in Bedford, move thither with 
my family, where I have not even a log-hut to put 
my head into, and whether ground for burial \vill 
depend on the depredations which, under the form of 
sales, shall have been committed on my property. 
The question then with me was, ultrum horum ?" 

In conclusion h6 makes the following pathetic 
appeal : 

"But why afflict you with these details? Indeed, 
I cannot tell, unless pains are lessened by commu- 
nication with a friend. The friendship which has 
subsisted between us, now half a century, and the 
harmony of our political principles and pursuits. 
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have been sources of constant happiness to me 
tbrongh that long period. And if I remove beyond 
the reach of attention to the univerBity, or beyond 
the bonme ^of life itself, as I soon mast, it is a 
comfort to leave that institution under your care, 
and an assurance that it wiU not be wanting. It 
has also been a great solace to me, to believe that 
yoa are engaged in vindicating to posterity the 
course we have pursued for preserving to them, in 
all their, purity, the blessings of self-government, 
which we had assisted, too, in acquiring for them. 
If ever the earth has beheld a system of administra- 
tion conducted with a single and steadfast eye to 
the general interest and happiness of those com- 
mitted to it, one which, protected by truth, can 
never know reproach, it is that to which our lives 
liaye been devoted. To myself you have been a 
pillar of support through life. Tak^ care of me 
when dead, and be assured tliat I shall leave with 
you my last affections." 

Mr. Jefferson's Memorial to the Legislature at- 
tracted public attention to his difficulties, and va- 
rious plans were suggested for his relief. It was 
thought desirable by his friends that his property 
and his mansion, to which he had given celebrity, 
should remain in his possession ; and to secure this 
end it was proposed to suspend the proceedings in 



306 THB LIFB ANH TIMES 

relation to the lottery, and commence a subscriptioa 
throughout the United States, for the purpose of 
collecting a hundred thousand dollars — ^the sum 
which his exigencies demanded. Kearly nine 
thousand were raised in I^ew York, five thousand 
iu Philadelphia, three thousand in Baltimore, and 
smaller sums elsewhere throughout the country. 
The whole amounted to eighteen thousand dollars ; 
but the progress of the contributions was stopped 
by Mr. Jefferson's last illness and death. 

During the month of June, 1826, he suffered se- 
verely from an attack of dysentery, which became 
worse from day to day. On the first of July he was 
confined to his bed. He was attended by Dr. Dun- 
glison, who felt convinced that the attack would 
prove fiital. During his last illness, a visitor was 
announced. Mr. Jefferson supposed that it was a 
clergyman of Charlottesville, Mr. Hatch, whose 
name had been mentioned. Under this impression, 
Mr. Jefferson said : ^^ Is that Mr. Hatch ? He is a 
very good man, and I am glad to see him as a 
neighbor, but not as a clergyman." In truth, Mr. 
Jefferson declined all religious sympathy during his 
last hours, having long previously made up bis 
mind in reference to those subjects, and not desiring 
Lis views in the midst of feebleness and sufiering to 
be assailed and disturbed. 
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On the 3d of July, he continued to sink. Near 
the middle of the night he asked the hour : and on 
being told that it was near one o'clock, he expressed 
kisjoy. The spirit of the aged statesman yearned to 
survive, to see once more the anniversar)' of that glo- 
rious day, in whose immortal incidents, just half a 
century before, he himself had played so important 
and so honorable a part At last about two o'clock on 
the morning of the fourth of July, while millions of 
fi'eemen were exulting in the dawn of that welcome 
anniversary, the spirit of Thomas Jefferson quietly 
and calmly burst the bands which bound it to its 
earthly tenement, and sped away to other spheres. 
On the same day one of his most illustrious asso- 
datesy rivals, and friends, paid the same great debt 
to nature, in a distant commonwealth. John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson, both signers of the Declara- , 
lion of Independence, and both Ex-Presidenta of the 
United States, expired on the 4th of July, 1826. 
Mr. Jefferson was eighty-three years of age. 

Mr. Jefferson's funeral was simple and unostenta- 
tious. It took place on the afternoon of the. day 
after his death. His remains were deposited in a 
Bmall grave-yard on the side of the mountain at 
Monticello. A granite obelisk, eight feet high, 
marks the last resting-place of this celebrated man ; 
and on it are inscribed the following words, which 
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were found, in his own hand-writing, among hiB 
papers, and designated by himself as designed for 
his tomb : 

HERS UBS BUBIED 

THOMAS JEPPEESOK. 

AUTHOB OF THE DBCLABATION' OF IKDBPBNDENOSy 

OF THE STATUTE OF YIBGIKIA FOB BBLIGIOUS FBBBDOM, 

AND FATHER OF THE UNiyEBSITT OF YIBOOriA. 

The character and merits of Mr. Jefferson have 
long been the «ubject of violent controversy. By 
his admirers he has been elevated to the highest 
eminence in human virtue, while his opponents 
have gone to an equally absurd extreme. The truth 
is, that his character possessed many great ineritB 
and some great defects. He was, nnquestionablyi a 
man of a large, powerful, and capacious intellect 
His views on every subject were marked by depth, 
sagacity, and originality. As a lawyer he was 
learned and acute. As a writer he was dear, 
strong, and convincing. He possessed little imagi- 
nation, and little love or appreciation of the beauti- 
ful. He was very adroit in the management of men 
and parties. This is evinced by the success with 
which be attained all the various offices in the gift 
of the people. He began with the lowest, and 
ascended to the highest. First, he was a Justice <%f 
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fhe Peace, then a Member of the Legislature, thea 
. Speaker of the House, then Governor of the State, 
then member of the Continental Congress, then 
Minister to France, then Secretary of State, then 
Vice-President, then President ; and was then even 
re-elected, in spite of his own frequent protestations 
against the unrepublican tendency of long tenures 
of office. Mr. Jefferson was in truth the prince of 
American politiciansj both in respect to the skill with 
which he managed party politics and party forces, 
and with respect to the success which attended his 
ambitions labors. 

His services to his coniltry, as long as they apper- 
tained to the establishment of her liberties and the 
formation of her government, were of the first order, 
Ab the author of the Declaration of Independence 
his name will live forever, and be associated with 
the brightest and noblest page of American history. 
'TEm reli^ous opinions and his views of Christianity 
will be best learned from his own language. Says 

•*I have to thank you for your pamphlets on the 
rabjects of Unitarianism, and to express my gratifi- 
' cation with your efforts for the revival of primitive 
Christianity in your quarter. "So historical fact is 
better established than that the doctrine of ouo 
God, pure and uncompounded, was that of the early 
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ages of Christianity ; and was among the effioacioat 
doctrines which gave it triumph over the Polytheism 
of the ancients, sickened with the absurdities of their 
own theology. Kor was the unify of the Supreme 
Being ousted from the Christian creed by the force 
of reason, but by the sword of civil government, 
wielded at the will of the &natic Athanasius. The 
hocus-pocus phantasm of a Qod, like another Cer- 
berus, with one body and three heads, had its birth 
and growth in the blood of thousands and thousands 
of martyrs. And a strong proof of the solidity of 
the primitive faith, is its restoration, as soon as a 
nation arises which vindicates to itself the freedom 
of religious opinion, and its external divorce from 
the civil authority. The pure and simple unity of 
the Creator of the universe is now all but ascendant 
in the Eastern States ; it is dawning in the West, 
and advancing toward the South ; and I confidently 
expect that the present generation will see Unita- 
rianism become the general religion of the United 
States. The Eastern presses are giving us many 
excellent pieces on the subject ; and Priestley's 
learned writings on it are, or should be, in every hand. 
In fact, the Athanasian paradox that one is three, 
and three but one, is so incomprehensible to the 
human mind, that no candid man can say he has 
any idea of it ; and how can he believe what presents 
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ho idea? He who thinks he does, only deceives 

him8el£ He proyes, also, that man once surrendei^ 

iDg his reason, has no remaining guard against ab- 

Mirditiea the most monstroos, and, like a ship 

without a rudder, is the sport of every wind. With 

mch persons, guUahility, which they call faith, takes 

the helm from the hand of reason, and the mind 

becomes a wreck." In another place he says: — 

" The doctrines of Jesus are simple, and tend all to 

tiie happiness of man. 

*^ 1. That there is one only God, and he all perfect 

^ 2. That there is a future state of rewards and 

punishments. 

« 8. That to love God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbor as thyself, is the sum of religion. 
These are the great points on which he endeavored 
to reform the religion of the Jews." He then com- 
pares these with the doctrines of Calvin, and adds : 
"Now, which of these is the true and charitable 
Christian t He who believes and acts on the simple 
doctrines of Jesus, or the impious dogmatists, as 
Athanasius and Calvin ? Verily, I say these are the 
ftlse shepherds foretold us to enter not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but to climb up some other way. 
niey are mere usurpers of the Christian name, 
teaching a counter religion made up of the dehria 
jf crazy imaginations, as foreign from Christianity 
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as is that of Mahomet. Their blasphemies have 
driven thinking men into infideli^, who have too 
hastily rejected the supposed author himself with 
the horrors so falsely imputed him. Had the 
doctrines of Jesus been preached always as pure as 
they came from his lips, the whole civilized world 
would now have been Christians. I rejoice that 
in this blessed country of free inquiry aad belief^ 
which has surrendered its creed and conscience to 
neither kings nor priests, the genuine doctrine of 
one only God is reviving, and I trust that there ia 
not a young man now living in the United States 
who will not die a Unitarian." 

The chief defect in the character of Mr. Jefferson, 
was his want of sincerity and truthfulness. This 
charge may be substantiated by many unanswerable 
proofs. Thus for instance he proclaimed himself 
the advocate of popular rights; he defended the 
dignity, purity, and honesty of the masses; and 
pretended that they were more worthy of confidence, 
and were safer depositaries of power, than the 
higher and more exclusive ranks. Yet in spite of 
these declarations, Mr. Jefferson was in reality the 
most aristocratic of men. In his heart he despised 
the multitude ; he placed no confident^e in their judg^ 
ment ; and held both them and their character in 
contempt. As an evidence of this we may adduce 
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the following extract from a letter addressed to one 
of his most intimate friends : 

" The Political Progre$8 is a work of value, and 
of a singular complexion. The author's eye seems 
to be a natural achromatic, divesting every object 
of the glare of color. The former work of the same 
title possessed the same kind of merit They disgust 
one, indeed, by opening to his view the ulcerated 
state of the human mind. But to cure an ulcer, 
you must go to the bottom of it, which no author 
does moi^ radically than this. The reflections into 
which it leads us are not very flattering to the 
human species. In the whole animal kingdom, I 
recollect no family but man, steadily and systemati- 
cally employed in the destruction of itself. Nor 
doee what is called civilization produce any other 
eSect than to teach him to pursue the principle of 
the heUum omnium in omnia, on a greater scale, and, 
instead of the little contests between tribe and tribe, 
to comprehend all the quarters of the. earth in the 
same work of destruction. If to this we add, that 
as to other animals, the lions and tigers are mere 
lambs compared with man as a destroyer, we must 
conclude that Kature has been able to find in man 
alone a sufficient barrier against the too great mul- 
tiplication of other animals, and of man himself, an 
equilibrating power against the fecundity of genera- 
27 • 
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tion. While in making these observations, my 
situation points my attention to the welfare of man 
in the physical world, yours may perhaps present 
him as equally warring in the moral one." 

The uttec inconsistency of these sentiments with 
those more publicly professed by the great apostle 
of popular injGstllibilityy justice, and humanity, will 
clearly appear to every impartial reader. 

But it was when the personal feelings of Mr. 
Jefferson were enlisted against any of his associates 
and rivals, that his statements in reference^to them, 
their character and measures were the most unfair 
and untrue. There are many instances of these 
mistatements in existence, which clearly prove that, 
from the nature of the case, he must have been 
fully aware of the felsity of his assertions. Perhaps 
the most remarkable examples of this description 
are to be found in his declarations against the man 
whom of all others he most sincerely hated, and 
whom he most bitterly reviled. This was Alexander 
Hamilton, the illustrious and powerful head of the 
Federal party. 

Thus Mr. Jefferson asserted in the most distinct 
and authoritative manner, without adducing any proof 
whatever of the truth of the charge, that Hamilton 
considered a public debt as a public blessing ; and 
in a letter to Gen. Washington, dated 9th Septem- 
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ber, 1792, ("Writings of Washington," by Sparks, 
Vol. X., p. 17, Appendix,) he says: "My whole 
correspondence while in France, and every word, and 
letter, and act on the subject since my return, prove 
that no man is more ardently intent to see the public 
debt soon and sacredly paid off than I am. This 
exactly marks the difference between Colonel Ham- 
ilton's views and mine, that I wish the debt paid 
off to-morrow ; he wishes it never to be paid, but al- 
ways to be a thing wherewith to corrupt and manage 
the legislature,^^ 

Here is a distinct and positive charge of the most 
serious character ; and it is to be regretted that such 
is the propensity of mankind to believe injurious 
imputations without asking for their proof, that it 
is very generally believed and very frequently 
alleged, even until this day. The evidence that this 
charge was wholly unfounded, and that Mr. Jeffer- 
son knew it to be so when he made it, is as follows : 
Mr. Hamilton, in his "Report on Public Credit," 
dated January 9, 1790, (Vol. 3, "Hamilton's Works," 
p. 40,) proposes that " reserving out of the residue 
of those duties, &c., the surplus, together with the 
product of other duties, be applied to the payment 
of the interest on the new loan by an appropriation 
co-extensive with the duration of the debt." On 
page 41 he says: "Persuaded as the Secretary is. 
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that the proper fundiDg of the present debt will 
render it a public blessing, yet he is so far from 
acceding to the position in the latitude in which it 
is sometimes laid down, that ^public debts are 
public blessings' — a position inviting to prodigality, 
and liable to dangerous abuse — ^that he ardently 
wishes to see it incorporared as a fundamental 
maxim in the system of public credit of the United 
States, that the creation of debt should always be 
accompanied with the means of its extinguishment. 
This he regards as the true secret of rendering 
public credit immortal." He then proceeds to pro- 
pose that certain revenues ^^ shall be appropriated to 
continue so vested until the whole debt shall be 
discharged.* 

This Beport, which was published and commented 
upon throughout the United States, must have been 
read by Mr. Jefferson ; and as it was long anterior to 
the date of the letter referred to, it may be safely 
asserted that he kijew such to be the principle of the 
measures of financial administration constantly 
recommended by Hamilton. 

In further proof of the falsehood of this charge 
see " Hamilton's Report on Estimates,*' dated August 
6, 1790. It will be found there that he urges that 
a surplus in the treasury of one million should be 
applied to the payment of the public debts. In hia 
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Report on Manufactures, dated December 5, 1791, 
he says : ^^ And as the vicissitudes of nations beget a 
perpetual tendency to the accumulation of debt, 
there ought to be, in every government, a perpetual, 
anxious, and unceasing effort to reduce that which 
at any time exists as fast as practicable, consistently 
with integrity and good faith." This most urgent 
admonition was published long before the date of 
Mr. Jefferson's letter.* 

Another evidence of the insincerity of Mr. Jeffer- 
son was the fact that, while he pretended to approve 
of the Federal Constitution, he was in reality 
opposed to it. Thus he writes in a letter to John 
Adams, November 18, 1787 : " How do you like our 
new Constitution ? I confess there are things in it, 
which stagger all my dispositions to subscribe to 
what such an assembly had proposed. * * * 
Indeed I think all the good in this new Constitu- 
tion might have been couched in three or four new 
articles to be added to the good, old and venerable 
&bric, which should have been preserved, even as ^ 
religious relic' 



* See Hamilton's ** Baport on the public debt," dated Noyember 
80, 1792, pp. 888, 889 ; and at p. 846, referring to the proceeds 
of the public debt, Hamilton says : " Whenever they can be brought 
Into public use, their action will be important aid, materially accele- 
rating the ultimate redemption of the entire debt." 

27* 
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And again he says to A. Donald, Febraary Ttli, 
1788 : " I wish with all my soul that the nine first 
conventions may accept the Constitution, because 
this will secure to us the good it contains, which I 
think great and important. But I equally wish that 
the four latest conventions, whichever they be, may 
refuse to execute it, till a Declaration of Eights be 
annexed." The reason of this wish was because the 
first clause of Article 7th of the Constitution pro- 
vided that ^^ the ratification of the conventions of 
nine States shall be sufficient for the establishment 
of this Constitution between the Statee eo rat^ying the 
same. 

The whole number was thirteen. Jefierson wished 
that nine should ratify, and that five should refuse. 
This would have included New York as refusing ; 
and thus he proposed to postpone the Union, and rua 
the risk of establishing separate confederacies ! 

Elsewhere in his private correspondence, Mr. 
Jefferson may be said to have objected to the Fede- 
ral Constitution on another ground, and one in the 
highest degree novel and singular. It was on the 
general principle asserted in a letter to James 
Madison, dated September 6, 1789, at Paris. " The 
question whether one generation of men has a right 
to bind another, seems never to have been started 
either on this side or our side of the water. Yet it 
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18 a qnestion of sncli conseqaence as not only to 
merit discussion, but place also among the funda- 
mental principles of every government. The course 
of reflection in which we are immersed here, on the 
elementary principles of society, has presented this 
qnestion to my mind, and that no such obligation 
can be transmitted, I think very capable oj[ proof,'' 

Mr. Jefferson arrives at this conclusion : " That 
neither the representatives of a nation, nor the whole 
nation itself assembled, can validly engage debts 
beyond what they may pay in their own time ; that 
is to say within thirty-four years from the date of 
the engagement." 

He concludes his course of reasoning thus : ^' That 
no society can make a perpetual constittUion, or even 
a perpetual law." Consequently all constitutions 
must be adopted or renewed every thirty-five years ; 
and if not, it follows that the society goes into a 
Btate of anarchy and dissolution. These are the 
Bober and deliberately expressed opinions of this 
wise and practical statesman ! 

Additional proofs of the &lsity of many of Mr. 
Jefferson's statements, in reference to his political 
and personal enemies, may be found in a work 
published in 1832, by Henry Lee of Virginia, in 
which that writer clearly exposes the error of many 
of Mr. Jefferson's declarations in reference to Gen. 
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Henry Lee, of the Revolation, as oontsiDed in his 
published Memoirs, his Anas, and his correspond- 
ence. For the remarkable and unanswerable 
evidences, contained in that work, of the unfonnded 
and calumnious assertions of Mr. Jefferson on many 
subjects, we refer the reader to its pages.* 

Yet notj^ing human is perfect; and no incon- 
siderable excuse may be found for this error of Mr. 
Jefferson in the £Etct, that he was himself fiercely 
persecuted, slandered, and misrepresented by many 
of his personal and political opponents ; and that 
his severest strictures were but retaliations on them 
of the wrongs and the injustice which he supposed 
them to have inflicted on himself. "Whatever may 
be his relative merit and demerit, it is certain that, 
as long as the American confederacy shall survive 
the shocks of time, and as it grows greater and 
more powerful, the name and the services of Thomas 
Jefferson will continue to live fresh and fiideless in 
the memories and the gratitude of millions of prcMh 
perous and intelligent freemen ! 

The chief difference between the political opinions 
of Jefferson and Hamilton — the great Democrat 

* See ** Obserrations on the writings of Tbomas Jeffenon ; with 
particular reference to the attack they contain on the Memory of 
the late General Henry Lee, by H. Lee, of Viqpnia. New TMfc. 
Published by Charles de Behr. 1S32." See particularly pp. 41, 46^ 
61, 107, and 201. 
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md the great Federalist of American history — may 
be thus briejOiy stated : In establishing the form of 
government, and in administering it, these stiite^men 
were guided by principles as opposite as the poles. 
Hamilton preferred practice to theory ; that is, he 
thought it wiser to adopt those elements of the 
British government which, while they accorded 
with the spirit of true liberty, possessed the addi- 
tional advantage of the prosperous and favorable 
experience of the past in their suppoi*t. Mr. Jeftbr- 
8on, on the contrary, discarded every thing which 
had appertained to European governments, and 
insisted on carrying out a full and independent 
theory of nis own, which embodied his whole con- 
ception of what a free, popular, and democratic 
government should be. Mr. Hamilton wished to 
leave room for future legislation, adapted to the 
developing wants and resources of the country. Mr. 
Jefferson insisted upon realizing at once and imme- 
diately his ideal of a free government, whether that 
ideal proved in itself practicable and beneficial or 
not. Mr. Hamilton looked partly to the past for 
guidance. Mr. Jefferson regarded all the past as 
wrong, as perversion, as injustice and outrage upon 
the rights of man, and looked only to the future. 
Hamilton was cautious of losing all by grasping too 
much. Jefferson wished to realize his full rights at 
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the outset, forgetful of the wise maxim, that nothing 
human is at the same time both begun and per- 
fected. Hamilton was conservatiye ; Jefferson was 
radical. Hamilton penned the Constitution, Jef- 
ferson interpreted it; just as Homer wrote the Iliad, 
and Aristotle afterward inferred from its matchless 
numbers the great rules and canons of poetical com- 
position. But whether Hamilton or JeCTeraon un- 
derstood the Constitution best, maji be as readily 
determined as the question, who was the greater 
poet, the author or the critic of the Ilia4 % 
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No. I. 

A DECLARATION BY THE REPRESENTATIYES 
OF THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA, IN 
GENERAL OONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AS FIRST 
WRITTEN AND AFTERWARD AMENDED.* 

When, in the coarse of haman events, it becomes ucces- 
•arj for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
kave connected them with another, and to assame among 
the powers of the earth the separate and equal station to 
which the laws of natnre and of nature's God entitle theiu, 
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident : that all men are 
treated equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
(inherent and f) inalienable rights ; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that to secure 
tkese rights, governments are instituted among men, deriv- 
kg their just powers from the consent of the governed ; 
that whenever any form of government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish 
% and to institute new government, laying its foundation 
on snch principles, and organizing its powers in such form, 

* The parts stmck out are enclosed in brackets. The additions are 
^Aced in foot-notes, 
t Certain inalienable rigbtt. 

r323) 
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as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness. Pradence, indeed, will dictate that governments 
long established should not be changed for light and tran- 
sient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown 
that mankind are more disposed to saffer while evils are 
safferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms 
to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of 
abuses and usurpations [begun at a distinguished period 
and] pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design 
to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, 
it is their duty to throw off such govemi^ent, and to pro- 
vide new guards for their future security. Such has been 
the patient sufferance of these colonies ; and such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to [expunge*] their former 
systems of government. The history of the present king 
of Great Britain is a history of [unremittingf ] injuries and 
usurpations, [among which appears no solitary fact to con* 
tradict the uniform tenor of the rest, but all have|] in direct 
object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these 
states. To pro^e this, let facts be submitted to a candid 
world [for the truth of which we pledge a faith yet unsullied 
by falsehood.] 

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and 
necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their opera* 
tion till his assent should be obtained ; and, when so sus- 
pended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless those people would 
relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a 
right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only 

* Alter. t Ropeated injuries. t All having in direct objeeu 
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He has called together legislative bodies at places ana- 
raal, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their 
public records, for the sole purpose of fatigaing them into 
eompliance with his measares. 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly [and 
eontinnally] for opposing with manly firmness his invasions 
on the rights of the people. 

He has refnsed for a long time, after snch dissolations, to 
eanse others to be elected, whereby the legislative powers, 
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at 
hirge for their exercise, the state remaining, in the mean 
time, exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without 
mnd convulsions within 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these 
states ; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturali- 
lation of foreigners, refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new 
Appropriations of lands. 

He has [suffered'*'] the administration of justice [totally 
to cease in some of these statesf] refusing his assent to 
laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

He has made [onr] judges dependent on his will alone 
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment 
of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, [by a self as- 
sumed power] and sent hither swarms of new officers to 
harass our people and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us in times of peace stana ng armies 
[and ships of war] without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent o^ 
and superior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdic- 

* Obstnioted. f ^J refusing hii oMent to laws. 

28 
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tion foreign to oar constitntions and unacknowledged by 
onr laws, giving his assent to their acts of pretended legis- 
lation for quartering large bodies of armed troops among 
us ; for protecting them bj a mock trial from punishment 
for any murders which thej should commit on the inhabit- 
ants of these states ; for cutting ofif our trade with all parts 
of the world ; for imposing taxes on us without our con- 
sent ; for depriving us"*" of the benefits of trial by jury ; for 
transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended 
offenses ; for abolishing the free system of English laws in 
a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render 
it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the 
same absolute rule into these [states ;f ] for taking away our 
charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering 
fundamentally the forms of our governments ; for suspend- 
ing onr own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested 
with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here [withdrawing his 
governors, and declaring us out of his allegiance and pro- 
tection. J] 

He has plundered onr seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of onr people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and 
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and 
perfidy § unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens taken captive on 
the high seas to bear arms against their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their hands. 

* In many cMes. f Colonies 

X By declaring us out of his protection and waging war against na. 

^ Scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous agos and totallj. 



DBCLARATION OF INDXPENDENCX. 897 

He hs8* endeayored to bring on the inhabitants of onr 
frontiera the merciless Indian savages, whose known rale 
of warfiure is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes, and conditions [of existence]. 

[He has incited treasonable insurrections of our fellow* 
citixens, with the allurements of forfeiture and confiscation 
of our property. 

He has waged crael war against human nature itself, 
Tioladng its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the 
persons of a distant people who never offended him, capti- 
rating and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, 
or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither. 
This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is 
the warfare of the Christian king of Great Britain. Deter- 
mined to keep open a market where men should be bought 
and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing 
ereiy legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this 
execrable commerce. And that this assemblage of horrors 
ndght want no fact of distinguished dye, he is now exciting 
those Tery people to raise in arms among us, and to pur- 
chase that liberty of which he has deprived them, by mur- 
dering the people on whom he also obtruded them : thus 
paying off former crimes committed against the liberties of 
one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit 
•gainst the lives of another.] 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for 
redress in the most humble terms ; our re[)eated addresses 
have been answered only by repeated injuries. 

A prince whose character is thus marked by every act 
ibich may define a tyrant is unfit to be the raler of af peo- 
ple [who mean to be free. Future ages will scarcely believe 
that the hardiness of one man adventured, within the short 

^ Xxflitod domeittc intunectioiia Among ua, and bat f Free. 
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compass of twelve years only, to lay a foundation so broad 
and so nndis^nfsed for tyranny over a people fostered and 
fixed in principles of freedom.] 

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to onr British 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at- 
tempts by their legislature to extend [a*] jurisdiction over 
[these our states. f] We have reminded them of the circnm* 
stances of our emigration and settlement here, [no one of 
which could warrant so strange a pretension ; that these 
were effected at the expense of our own blood and treasure, 
unassisted by the wealth or the strength of Great Britain ; 
that in constituting indeed our several forms of government, 
we had adopted one common king, thereby laying a foon* 
dation for perpetual league and amity with them ; bat that 
submission to their parliament was no part of onr constitii« 
tion, nor ever in idea, if history may be credited : and,3 
wet appealed to their native justice and magnanimity [as 
well as to§] the ties of our common kindred to disavow 
these usurpations which [were likely to ||] interrupt onr con« 
nection and correspondence. They too have been deaf to 
the voice of justice and of consanguinity, [and when occa- 
sions have been given them, by the regular course of their 
laws, of removing from their councils the disturbers of our 
harmony, they have, by their free election, re-established 
them in power. At this very time too, they are permitting 
their chief magistrate to send over not only soldiers of our 
common blood, but Scotch and foreign mercenaries to in- 
vade and destroy ns. These facts have given the last stab 
to agonizing afifection, and manly spirit bids ns to renounce 
forever these unfeeling brethren. We must endeavor to 

* An unwarrantable jorisdiction. f U^* t Have. 

^ And we have conjured them by the ties. 
Il Would inevitably interrupt. 
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forget our former lore for them, and hold them as we hold 
the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. We 
might have been a free and a great people together ; bnt a 
commnnication of grandeur and of freedom, it seems, is 
below their dignity. Be it so, since thej will have it. The 
road to happiness and to glory is open to us too. We will 
tread it apart from them, and"*"] acquiesce in the necessity 
which denounces our (eternal) separation ! f 

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of 
America in General Congress assembled, do in the name, 
and by the authority of the good people of these [states, 
reject and renounce all allegiance and subjection to the 
kings of Great Britain and all others who may hereafter 
elaim by, through, or under them ; we utterly dissolve all 
political connection which may heretofore have subsisted 
between us and the people or parliament of Great Britain ; 
and finally we do assert and declare these colonies to be free 
and independent states,] and that as free and independent 
states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other 
acts and things which independent states may of right do.{ 

* We mnst therefore acquiesee, 

t And hold them as we hold the rest of mankind, enemiei in war, in 
peace friends. 

X We, therefore, the representatires of the United States of America in 
General Oongress assembled, appealing to the supreme Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do in the name and bj the 
anthoritj of the good people of these colonies, solemnlj publish and de- 
dare that these united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free uid 
independent states ; that thej are absolved from all allegianee to tiie 
British crown, and that all political connection between them and the 
state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolred ; and that, as 
free and independent states, they hare full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, Mid to do all other acts and 
things which independent states may of right do. 

28* 
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And for the support of this declaration, we mutaally 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 
honor.* 
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LETTERS OF JOHN RANDOLPH IN RELATION 
TO MR. JEFFERSON'S ELECTION TO THE 
PRESIDENCY. 

Chamber of (he House of BepresentaHve^, 

Wednesday, February lith, 1801. 

Seven times we have ballotted — eight States for J. — six 

for B. — ^two, Maryland and Vermont, divided. Voted to 

postpone for an hour the process; now, half-past four, 

resumed — result the same. 

The order against adjourning, made with a view to 
Mr. Nicholson, who was ill, has not operated. He left 
his sick bed — came through a snow storm — brought his 
bed, and has prevented the vote of Maryland from being 
given to Burr. Mail closing. 

Yours with perfect love and esteem, 

J. R., Jr. 

Thursday morning, February 12^. 
Mt Dear Sir : 

We have just taken the n neteenth ballot The result 

has invariably been eight States for J., six for B., two 

divided. We continue to ballot with the interval of an 

hour. The rule for making the sittings permanent Beems 

* And for the support of this deolaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence, we mutoally pledge to each other our 
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor* 
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now to be not bo agreeable to our Federal gentlemen. No 
election will, in mj opinion, take place. By special per- 
mission the mail will remain open nntil foar o'clock. I 
will not close this letter until three. If there be a change 
I shall notify it, if not, I shall add no more to the assurance 

of my entire affection. 

John Randolph, Jr. 

Chamber of the House of Represenlativen, 

February \ilh, 1801. 

After endeavoring to make the question before us depend 
npon physical construction, our opponents have begged for 
a dispensation from their own regulation, and without 
adjourning we have podponed, (like able casuists) from day 
to day, the ballotting. In half an hour we shall recom- 
mence the operation. The result is marked below. 

We have ballotted thirty-one hours. Twelve o'clock, 

Saturday noon, eight for J., six for B., two divided. 

Again at one, not yet decided. Same result. Postponed 

till Monday twelve o'clock. 

John Ranix)lph, Jb. 

Chamber of the Represerdaiives^ 
February l^th. 

On the thirty-sixth ballot, there appeared, this day, ten 
States for Thomas Jefferson — ^four (New England) for 
A. Burr, and two blank ballots, (Delaware and South Ca- 
rolina.) This was the second time that we ballotted to- 
day. 

The four Burr-ites of Maryland, put blanks into the box 
of that State. The vote was, therefore, unanimous. Mr. 
Morris, of Yermont, left his seat, and the result was, there- 
fore, Jeffersonian. Adieu, Tuesday, two o'clock, p. m. 

J. xv., jB. 

I need not add that Mr. J. was declared duly elected. 
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JEFERSON'S NOTE ON MR. BAYARD. 

The following vindication of Mr. Jefferson for a note in 
in his ana concerning the late Mr. Bayard of Delaware, 
was written bj Mr. Madison, and was first published in the 
National Gazette of February 5th, 1831 : 

25^ January, 1831. 

Mr. Editor : The National Gazette of January 1st, con* 
tained a publication, edited since in pamphlet form, from 
two sons of the late Mr. Bayard ; its object being to yindi- 
cate the memory of their father against certain passages in 
the writings of Mr. Jefferson. 

The filial anxiety which prompted the publication wai 
natural and highly commendable. But it is to be regretted, 
that in performing that duty, they have done great injustice 
to the memory of Mr. Jefferson, by the hasty and limited 
views taken of the evidence deducible from the sources to 
which they had appealed. 

The first passage on which they found their charges is 
in the following words : 

" February 12, 1801. — Edward Livingston tells me, that 
Bayard applied, to day or last night, to General Smith, and 
represented to him the expediency of coming 'over to the 
States who vote for Burr, that there was nothing in the 
way of appointment which he might not command, and 
particularly mentioned the Secretaryship of the Navy. 
Smith asked him if he was authorized to make the offer. 
He said he was authorized. Smith told this to liivingston. 
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and to Wilson Carey Nicholas, who confirms it to me." 
[See Mr. Jefferson's Memoirs, Vol. IV. p. 515.] 

From this statement it appears, that Mr. Jefferson was 
told by Mr. Livingston, that he had it from General Smith, 
that Mr. Bayard had applied to him [General Smith,] with 
an offer of a high appointment, if he would come over from 
the Jefferson party, and join that of the rival candidate for 
the presidency. It appears that this information of Mr. 
Livingston was confirmed to Mr. Jefferson by Mr. W. C. 
Nicholas, who also said he had it from General Smith. It 
appears that the commanication thns made to Mr. Jefferson, 
was reduced by him to writing on the day on which it was 
made ; and that the incident which was the subject of it, 
took place on the moniing of the same day, or at furthest 
on the night before. It is found also, that what was in this 
case reduced to writing, made no part of what was first 
reduced to writing on the 15th of April, 1806, [see Vol. IV. 
p. 521] but that it was then expressly referred to, as having 
been reduced to writing at the time. 

Opposed to this memorandum of Mr. Jefferson is first— 
the declaration of Mr. Livingston on the floor of the Senate 
of the United States, after a lapse of about twenty-nine 
yearsy " that as to the precise question put to him, [touch- 
ing the application of Mr. Bayard to Gieneral Smith,] he 
must say that after having taxed his recollection, as far as 
it could go, on so remote a transaction, he had no remem- 
brance of it;'' implying that he might have had a conversa- 
tion with Mr. Jefferson relating to the remote transaction, 
not within the scope of the precise question. Second — the 
declaration of General Smith in the same place, and after 
the same lapse of time, " that he had not the most distant 
recollection that Mr. Bayard had ever made such a propo- 
sition to him," adding, " that he never received from any 
man any such proposition." 
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On comparing these declarationSy notde after an rotenral 
of 80 many years, with the statement of Mr. Jefferson re- 
duced to writing at the time, it is impossible to regard 
them as proof, that commanications were not made to him 
by Mr. Livingston and Mr. W. 0. Nicholas, which he 
[Mr. Jefferson,] understood to import, that Mr. Bayard 
had made to General Smith the application as stated. And 
if Mr. Jefferson was under that impression, however erro«> 
neous it might be, his subsequent opinion and language in 
reference to Mr. Bayard, are at once accounted for, without 
any resort to the imputations in the publication. 

That there has been great error somewhere is apparent ; 
that respect for the several parties requires it to be viewed 
as involuntary, must be admitted ; that being involuntary, 
it must have proceeded from misapprehensions or failures 
of memory; that there having been no interval for the 
failure of the memory of Mr. Jefferson, the error, if with 
him, must be ascribed to misapprehension. The resulting 
question therefore is, between the probability of misappre- 
hensions by Mr. Jefferson of the statements made to him at 
the time by Mr. Livingston and Mr. Nicholas, and the pro- 
bability of misapprehensions or failures of memory in some 
one or more of the other parties ; and the decision of this 
question must be left to an unbiased and intelligent 
public. 

The other passage is at page 521, Yolume lY. of the 
Memoir, and is as follows, under date of April 15, 1806. 
Referring to a previous conversation with Colonel Burr, he 
says — 

'* I did not commit these things to writing at the time, 
but I do it now, because in a suit between him [CoL Burr] 
and Cbeetham, he had a deposition of Mr. Bayard taken, 
which seems to have no relation to the suit, nor to any 
other object than to calumniate me. Bayard pretends to 



JXrFKRSON'S NOTE ON MR. BATARD. 336 

haye addressed to me daring the pending of the presidential 
election in Febmary, 1801, through Oeneral Samoel Smith, 
certain condition^ on which my election might be obtained, 
and that Oeneral Smith, after conrersing with me, gave an- 
swers for me. This is absolntelj fklse. No proposition 
of any kind was ever made to me on that occasion by 
Oeneral Smith, nor any answer anthorized by me; and 
this fact (General Smith affirms at this moment." 

The reply given to this memorandum by the anthers of 
the publication is a reference to the depositions of Mr. 
Bayard and Oeneral Smith, in the cause of Oillespie and 
Smith. 

It appears that Mr. Jefferson, attending merely to the 
matter of Mr. Bayard's deposition, did not distinguish 
between the suit of Burr and Cheetham, and that of 
Oillespie and Smith ; in the latter of which the deposition 
of Oeneral Smith as well as that of Mr. Bayard was taken. 

The part of the deposition of Mr. Bayard referred to by 
Mr. Jefferson is as follows : 

" I [Mr. Bayard] told him [Oeneral Smith] I should not 
be satisfied, nor agree to' yield, till I had the assurance from 
Mr. Jeflbrson himself; but that if he, Oeneral Smith, would 
consult Mr. Jefferson, and bring the assurance from him, 
the election should be ended. The general made no diffi- 
culty in consulting Mr. Jefferson ; and proposed giving me 
his answer the next morning. The next day upon our 
meeting, Oeneral Smith informed me that he had seen 
Mr. Jefferson and stated to him the points mentioned ; and 
was authorized by him to say that they corresponded with 
hia views and intentions; and that we [Mr. B., &c.] might 
confide in him accordingly. The opposition of Vermont, 
Ac. Sec. was immediately withdrawn, and Mr. Jefferson was 
made President by the vote often States." 

Here it is explicitly stated, by the authority of Oeneml 
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Smith, that an assurance in the nature of a pledge was 
aathorized by Mr. Jefferson to be given to Mr. Bayard, 
that he [Mr. Jefferson] would conform to the conditions 
on which his election was to be obtained. 

The terms used by Mr. Jefferson in denouncing the fact 
deposed by Mr. Bayard are accounted for, by the odious 
light in which it presented itself, by his consciousness that 
be had never aathorized it, by the impressions unfavorable 
to Mr. Bayard which had been made upon him, by the in- 
formation, as he understood it, given him by Mr. Livings- 
ton and Mr. Nicholas ; and especially by the denial of the 
fact by General Smith at the moment. 

Certain it is, that there is a direct contrariety, between 
the deposition of Mr. Bayard, and the memorandum of 
Mr. Jefferson, involving a question between General Smith 
and Mr. Bayard on the one hand, and between Mr. Jeffer- 
son and General Smith on the other. 

That Mr. Bayard understood General Smith to have 
borne an authorized pledge from Mr. Jefferson, is attested 
by the fact that he proceeded forthwith to execute the pur- 
pose- of which such a pledge was th& condition. 

Passing to the deposition of General Smith, given twelve 
days after that of Mr. Bayard, and on the same day on 
which the memorandum of Mr. Jefferson is dated, let it be 
seen what light is furnished by that document. 

The assertion of Mr. Jefferson in the memorandum is, 
that no proposition was ever made to him on that occasion 
by General Smith, nor any answer authorized by him ; and 
this fact General Smith affirms at this moment. 

In accordance with this assertion of Mr. Jefferson, and 
confirmation by General Smith, is the passage in the depo- 
sition of General Smith which declares ** that he knew of 
no bargains or agreements, which took place at the time of 
the ballotting ;" and the other passage which states *' that 
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he [M. Jefferson] had told me [General Smith] that &nf 
opinion he shonld give at this time might be attributed to 
improper motives. That to me [General Smith] he had no 
hesitation in saying that as to the public debt, &c. &c, he 
had not changed his opinion, &c. &c." This was so far 
from authorizing any use of what he said that might be 
attributed to improper motives, that it was expressed as 
between themselves, and consequently with a view to guard 
against any such use. 

The passage in the deposition of General Smith on which 
particular reliance seems to be placed, as contradicting the 
statements of Mr. Jefferson, is the following : 

'* He [Mr. Bayard] then stated that he had it in his 
power (and was so disposed) to terminate the election, but 
he wished information as to Mr. Jefferson's opinions on 
certain subjects, and mentioned (I think) the same three 
points already alluded to, as asked by Colonel Parker and 
General Drayton, [viz. : respecting the navy, commerce, 
and public debt,] and received from me the same answer in 
substance (if not in words) that I had given to General 
Drayton. He added a fourth, to wit: What would be 
Mr. Jefferson's conduct as to the public officers f He said 
he did not mean confidential officers, but by way of eluci- 
dating his question, he added, such as Mr. Latimer of Phi- 
ladelphia, and Mr. M'Lane of Delaware. I answered that 
I never had heard Mr. Jefferson say any thing on that sub- 
ject. He requested that I would inquire, and inform him 
the next day. I did so. And the next day (Saturday) 
told him that Mr. Jefferson had said that he did not think 
that such officers ought to be dismissed on political grounds 
only, except in cases where they had made improper use of 
their offices, to force the officers under thera to vote con- 
trary to their judgment. That as to Mr. M'Lane, he had 
already been spoken to in his behalf by Mujor Ecclestiiu, 
29 
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and from the character given him by tnat gentleman, he 
considered him a meritorions officer; of coarse that he 
woald not be displaced, or ought not to be displaced. I 
further added, that Mr. Bayard might rest assured (or 
words to that effect) that Mr. Jefferson would conduct as 
to those points, agreeably to the opinions I had stated as 
his. Mr. Bayard then said, we will give the vote on Mon- 
day, and we separated." 

Here it is to be observed, that General Smith does not 
say that he had made any proposition to Mr. Jefferson, or 
that he should communicate lo Mr. Bayard the conversa- 
tion then held with Mr. Jefferson. 

The expression having most the aspect of a pledge is, 
** he [Mr. Jefferson] considered him [Mr. M'Lane] a meri- 
torious officer ; of course that he would not be displaced, 
or ought not to be displaced, &c." 

It cannot be denied that the phrase admits the construc- 
tion that ** of course, dz^c." was a continuation of what was 
said by Mr. Jefferson, not the inference of General Smith. 
But to construe the expression as conveying a pledge from 
Mr. Jefferson is forbidden — 1. By the declaration of Gene- 
ral Smith in the same deposition, ** that he [General 
Smith] knew of no bargains or agreements which took 
place at the time of the ballotting;" 2. By the caution 
of Mr. Jefferson, as stated by General Smith, in expressing 
even his opinions at a time when they might be attributed 
to improper motives ; 3. By the confirmation given by 
General Smith to Mr. Jefferson's denial of the fact, tliat 
any proposition of any kind was ever made to him on any 
occasion by General Smith, or any answer authorized by 
him [Mr. Jefferson]. 

It is true that Mr. Bayard, as already observed, must 
hiive understood General Smith in this conversation us 
moaning that he was authorized by Mr Jefferson to say. 
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*• that the points mentioned (the conditions made by Mr. 
Bayard) corresponded with his [Mr. Jefferson^s] views and 
intentions." But whether this discrepancy is to be ex- 
plained by misapprehensions at the time, or by the lapse 
of nearly five years, the explanation cannot invalidate the 
positive denial of Mr. Jefferson, that any such authority 
was given to General Smith, and his affirmance of the de- 
nial at the moment when it was pnt into the memorandum 
by Mr. Jefferson. 

It can never be admitted that the aathority of the deli- 
berate statement of Mr. Jefferson is impaired by its being 
without the sanction of an oath. Apart from its intrinsic 
sufficiency, no one can doubt that such a sanction would 
readily have been added on any occasi )n calling for it; and 
with the greater confidence, as the fact sworn to would have 
been reduced to writing at the time — an advantage always 
duly estimated in cases depending on the accuracy of 
recollection. 

The situation of Mr. Jefferson during the critical period 
of the presidential contest in the House of Representatives, 
was equally marked by its peculiarity and its importance. 
He saw the whole government in a state of convulsion ; he 
saw the danger of an absolute interregnnm in its executive 
branch, the consequences of which could not be foreseen ; 
he saw what he regarded as the will of the people about to 
be trampled upon, and the party whose ascendancy he be- 
lieved to be of vital importance to the cause of republican 
government, attempted to be broken dovm ; and he saw at 
the same time, no escape from all these dangers, but in 
pledges which might be stigmatized as an ambitious in- 
trigue, and a purchase of success at the expense of those 
principles and feelings which he had avowed and held in- 
violable. Happily the course of circumstances fulfilled his 
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patriotic wishes withont the sacrifice which the accomplish- 
Dieiit of them had seemed to require. 

The situation of Mr. Bayard was also peculiar and try- 
ing. He was justly struck with horror at the prospect of 
an interregnum in the government so full of evils, and so 
fatal in its example ; and he was scarcely less alarmed at 
the danger which threatened what he held to be a vital 
policy of his country. But holding at the same time, in his 
hands, the event on which every thing depended, he availed 
himself of the opportunity of terminating the crisis in a 
manner which prevented the calamity which he most dreaded, 
and provided, as he believed, an adequate security against 
the other. 

Before dismissing the subject, a word may be proper 
with respect to the charge in the publication against Mr. 
Jefferson, of leaving the memorandum referring to Mr. 
Bayard's deposition, for posthumous use, when the means 
of refuting it might be lost. 

The suit of Qillespie and Smith, which led to the depo- 
sition of Mr. Bayard, is said to have been a fictitious one, 
instituted for the purpose of obtaining and perpetuating 
testimony against the purity of Mr. Jefferson's conduct 
during the presidential election in 1801. The cause, it is 
understood, was never brought to trial ; and it is inferred 
from the resort to the source which furnished the copies of 
the depositions of Mr. Bayard and General Smith, that the 
depositions were never published. Of their existence, how- 
ever, (and in a custody supposed by Mr. Jefferson to be un- 
friendly,) and of the passage in that of Mr. Bayard, testifying 
that he [Mr. Jefferson,] had authorized General Smith to 
accede for him to certain conditions on which his election to 
the presidency might be obtained, Mr. Jefferson, it seems, 
was apprized from some friendly quarter. With this 
knowledge of a shaft that might posthumously inflict a deep 
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woncd on his repntation, could he do less than provide a 
shield against it, bj recording with his own hand the falsity 
of the charge, and the aflBrmauce of its falsity at the mo- 
ment of his doing so, by the individual named as the 
authority for the charge ? What is now before the public 
proves that a weapon was in reserve, by which a posthu- 
mous assault on his reputation might be made. And if 
there be unfairness in the case, let candor pronounce on 
which side it is chargeable ; on that of Mr. Jefferson, or 
that, not of the (doubtless involuntary) deponents, but of 
the parties to the suit which rendered the precaution neces- 
sary 



No. IV. 

THE SOLEMN DECLARATION AND PROTEST 
OP THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, ON 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND ON 
THE VIOLATIONS OF THEM. WRITTEN BY 
*iR. JEFFERSON. 

We, the General Assembly of Virginia, on behalf, and 
in the name of the people thereof, do declare as follows : 

The states in North America which confederated to 
establish their independence on the government of Great 
Britain, of which Virginia was one, became, on that ac- 
quisition, free and independent states, and as such authorized 
to constitute goremments, each for itself, in such form as it 
thought best 

They entered into a compact, (which is . called the Con- 
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stitation of the United States of America,) bj which they 
agreed to unite in a single government as to their relations 
with each other, and with foreign nations, and as to certain 
other articles particularly specified. They retained at the 
same time, each to itself, the other rights of independent 
government, comprehending mainly their domestic in- 
terests. 

For the administration of their federal branch, they 
agreed to appoint, in conjunction, a distinct set of func- 
tionaries, legislative, executive, and judiciary, in the manner 
settled in that compact; while to each, severally, and of 
course, remained its original right of appointing, each for 
itself, a separate set of functionaries, legislative, executive, 
and judiciary, also, for administering the domestic branch 
of their respective governments. 

These two sets of officers, each independent of the other, 
constitute thus a whole of government, for each state sepa- 
rately ; the powers ascribed to the one, as specifically made 
federal, exercised over the whole the residuary powers re- 
tained to the other, exercisable exclusively over its particular 
state, foreign herein, each to the others, as they were before 
the original compact. 

To this construction of government and distribution of 
its powers, the commonwealth of Virginia does religiously 
and affectionately adhere, opposing, with equal fidelity and 
firmness, the usurpation of either set of functionaries on the 
rightful powers of the other. 

But the federal branch has assumed, in some cases, and 
claimed in others, a right of enlarging its own powers by 
constructions, inferences, and indefinite deductions from 
those directly given, which this Assembly does declare to be 
usurpations of the powers retained to the independent 
branches, mere iuterpolaiious into the comoact, and direct 
infractions of it. 
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' Tbey claim, for example, and have commenced the exer- 
cise of a right to construct roads, open canals, and effect 
other internal improvements within the territories and juris- 
dictions exclusively belonging to the several states, which 
this Assembly does declare has not been given to that branch 
by the constitutional compact, but remains to each state 
among its domestic and unalienated powers, exercisable 
within itself and by its domestic authorities alone. 

This Assembly does further disavow and declare to be 
most false and unfounded, the doctrine that the compact, in 
authorizing its federal branch to lay and collect taxes, du- 
ties, imposts and excises to pay the debts and provide for 
the common defense and general welfare of the United 
States, has given them thereby a power to do whatever they 
may think, or pretend, would promote the general welfare, 
which construction would make that, of itself, a complete 
government, without limitation of powers ; but that the 
plain sense and obvious meaning were, that they might levy 
the taxes necessary to provide for the general welfare, by 
the various acts of power therein specified and delegated to 
them, and by no others. 

Nor is it admitted, as has been said, that the people of 
these states, by not investing their federal branch with all 
the means of bettering their condition, have denied to them- 
selves any which may effect that purpose ; since, in the 
distribution of these means, they have given to that branch 
those which belong to its department, and to the states have 
reserved separately the residue which belong to them sepa- 
rately. And thus by the organization of the two branches 
taken together, have completely secured the first object of 
human association, the full improvement of their condition, 
and reserved to themselves all the faculties of multiplying 
their own blessings. 

Whilst the General Assembly thus declares the rights 
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retained by the states, rights which thej hare never yielded, 
and which this state will never volontarilj yield, they do 
not mean to raise the banner of disaffection, or of separa- 
tion from their sister states, co-parties with themselves to 
this compact. They know and valne too highly the bless- 
ings of their Union as to foreign nations and questions 
arising among themselves, to consider every infraction as to 
be met by actual resistance. They respect too affectionately 
the opinions of those possessing the same rights under the 
same instrnment, to make every difference of construction a 
ground of immediate rupture. They would, indeed, con- 
sider such a rupture as among the g^atest calamities which 
conld befall them ; but not the greatest. There is yet one 
greater, submission to a government of unlimited powers. 
It is only when the hope of avoiding this shall become abso- 
lutely desperate, that farther forbearance could not be 
indulged. Should a majority of the co-parties, therefore^ 
contrary to the expectation and hope of this assembly, pre- 
fer, at this time, acquiescence in these assumptions of 
power by the federal member of the government, we will be 
patient and suffer much, under the confidence that time, ere 
it be too late, will prove to them also the bitter consequences 
in which that usurpation will involve us all. In the mean- 
while, we will breast with them, rather than separate from 
them, every misfortune, save that only of living under a 
government of unlimited powers. We owe every other 
sacrifice to ourselves, to our federal brethren, and to the 
world at large, to pursue with temper and perseverance the 
great experiment which shall prove that man is capable of 
living in society, governing itself by laws self-imposed, and 
securing to its members the enjoyment of life, liberty, 
property and peace ; and further to show, that even when 
the government of its choice shall manifest a tendency to 
degeneracy, we are not at once to despair but that the will 
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and the watcbfulness of its sonnder parts will reform its 
aberrations, recall it to original and legitimate principles, 
and restrain it within the rightfol limits of self-government 
And these are the objects of this Declaration and Protest. 

Supposing then, that it might be for the good of the 
whole, as some of its co-states seem to think, that the power 
of making roads and canals should be added to those 
directly given to the federal branch, as more likely to be 
systematically and beneficially directed, than by the inde- 
pendent action of the several states, this commonwealth, 
from respect to these opinions, and a desire of conciliation 
with its co-states, will consent, in concurrence with them, 
to make this addition, provided it be done regularly by an 
amendment of the compact, in the way established by that 
instrument, and provided also, it be sufficiently guarded 
against aboses, compromises, and corrupt practices, not 
only of possible, bat of probable occnrrence. 

And as a further pledge of the sincere and cordial attach- 
ment of this commonwealth to the union of the whole, so far 
as has been consented to by the compact called '' The Con- 
stitution of the United States of America," (construed 
according to the plain and ordinary meaning of its language, 
to the common intendment of the time, and of those who 
framed it ;) to give also to all parties and authorities, time 
for reflection and for consideration, whether, under a tem- 
perate view of the possible consequences, and especially of 
the constant obstructions which an equivocal majority must 
ever expect to meet, they will still prefer the assumption of 
tills power rather than its acceptance from the free-will of 
their constituents ; and to preserve peace in the meanwhile, 
we proceed to make it the duty of our citizens, until the 
legislature shall otherwise and ultimately decide, to acquiesce 
under those acts of llie federal branch of our government 
which wo have declared to be usurpations, and against 
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which, in point of rights we do protest asnnll and void, ami 
Bever to be quoted as precedents of right. 



No. V. 



JEFFERSON'S ESTIMATE OF FEDERALISM AND 

DEMOCRACY.* 

Jefferson says " That at the formation of our govern- 
ment, many had formed their opinions on European writings 
and practices, belie ving the experience of old countries, and 
especially of England, oppressive as it was, to be a safer guide 
than mere theory. The doctrines of Europe were, that men 
in numerous associations cannpt be restrained within the 
limits of order and justice but by forces physical and moral, 
wielded over them by authorities independent of their will. 
Hence their organization of kings, hereditary nobles, and 
priests. Still further to constrain the brute force of the 
people, they deem it necessary to keep them down by hard 
labor, poverty, and ignorance, and to take from them, as 
from bees, so much of their earnings, as that unremitting 
labor shall be necessary to obtain a sufficient surplus barely 
to maintain their privileged orders in splendor and idleness, 
to fascinate the eyes of the people, and excite in them an 
humble adoration and submission, as to an order of superior 
beings. Although few among us had gone all these lengths 
of opinion, yet many had advanced, some more, some less, 
on the way. And in the Convention which formed our 
government, they endeavored to draw the cords of govern- 

« From a letter tu Judge Johnson, of Soath CaroUna, in 1823. 
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ment as tip:ht as they coold obtain them, to lessen the de- 
pendence of the general fanctionaries on their constituents ; 
to subject to them those of the states ; and to weaken their 
means of maintaining the steady equilibrium which the 
majority of the Convention had deemed salutary for both 
branches, general and local. To recover, therefore, in 
practice the powers which the nation had refused, and to 
warp to their own wishes those actually given, was the 
steady object of the federal party. Ours, on the contrary, 
was to maintain the will of the majority of the Convention, 
and of the people themselves. We believed, with them, 
that man was a rational animal, endowed by nature with 
rights, and with an innate sense of justice ; and that he 
could be restrained from wrong, and protected in right, by 
moderate powers, confided to persons of his own choice, 
and held to their duties by dependence on his own will. 
We believed that the complicated organization of kings, 
nobles, and priests, was not the wisest or best to effect the 
happiness of associated man ; that wisdom and virtue were 
not hereditary ; that the trappings of such a machinery 
consumed, by their expense, those earnings of industry they 
were meant to protect, and, by the inequalities they pro- 
duced, exposed liberty to suffierance. We believed that 
men enjoying in ease and security the full fruits of their own 
industry, enlisted by all their interests on the side of law 
and order, habituated to think for themselves, and to follow 
their reason as their guide, which would be more easily and 
safely governed, than with minds nourished in error, and 
vitiated and debased, as in Europe, by ignorance, Indigence 
and oppression. The cherish ment of the people was then 
our principle, the fear and distrust of them that of the 
other party. Composed, as we were, of the laboring in- 
terests of the country, we could not be less anxious for a 
government of law and order than were the inhabitants of 
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the cities, the strongholds of federalisiii. And whether 
our efforts to saye the principles and form of oar Constitu- 
tion have not been salutary, let the present republican free- 
dom, order, and prosperity of our country determine. 
History may distort truth, and will distort it for a time, by 
the superior efforts at justification of those who are con- 
scious of needing it most Nor will the opening scenes of 
our present government be seen in their true aspect, until 
the letters of the day, now held in private hoards, shall be 
broken up and laid open to public view. What a treasure 
will be found in General Washington's cabinet, when it 
shall pass into the hands of as candid a friend to truth as he 
was himself I When no longer like Gsesar's notes and 
memorandums in the hands of Anthony, it shall be open to 
the high priests of federalism only, and garbled to saj so 
much and no more, as suits their view **" 



No. VI. 

JEFFERSON'S OPINION OP GEORGE WASH- 

INGTON. 

" His mind was great and powerful, without being of the 
very first order; his penetration strong, though not so 
acute as that of a Newton, Bacon, or Locke ; and as far as 
he saw, no judgment was ever sonnder. It was slow in 
operation, being little aided by invention or imagination, 
bat sure in conclusion. Hence the common remark of his 
officers, of the advantage he derived from councils of war, 
where, hearing all suggestions, he selected whatever was 
best; and certainly no general ever plauued his battles 
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more jn iicioa^^ly. But if deranged daring the course of the 
action, if any member of his plan was dislocated by sodden 
circumstances, be was slow in a readjustment. The conse- 
quence was, that he often failed in the field, and rarely 
against an enemy in station, as at Boston and York. He 
was incapable of fear, meeting personal dangers with the 
calmest unconcern. Perhaps the strongest feature in his 
character was prudence, never acting until every circum- 
stance, every consideration, was maturely weighed, refrain- 
ing if he saw a doubt, but when once decided, going 
througb with his purpose, whatever obstacles opposed. 
His integrity was most pure, his justice the most inflexible 
I have ever known ; no motives of interest or consanguinity, 
of friendship or hatred, being able to bias his decision. 
He was, indeed, in every sense of the word, a wise, a good, 
and a great man. His temper was naturally irritable and 
high-toned; but reflection and resolution had obtained a 
firm and habitual ascendancy over it. If ever, however, it 
broke its bonds, he was most tremendous in his wrath; In 
his expenses he was honorable, but exact ; liberal in con- 
tributions to whatever promised utility ; but frowning and 
unyielding on all visionary projects, and all unworthy calls 
on his charity. His heart was not warm in its afifections ; 
but he exactly calculated every man's value, and gave him 
a solid esteem proportioned to it. His person, you know, 
was fine, his stature exactly what one would wish, his de- 
portment easy, erect and noble, the best horseman of his 
age, and the most graceful figure that could be seen on 
horseback. Although in the circle of his friends, where he 
might be unreserved with safety, he took a free share in 
conversation ; his colloquial talents were not above me- 
diocrity, possessing neither copiousness of ideas, nor 
fluency of words. In public, when called on for a sud- 
den opinion, he was unready, short, and embarrassed. Yet 
30 
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he wrote readily, rather diffasely, in an easy and correet 
style. This he had acquired by coDTersation with the 
world, for bis education was merely readin^^, writing, and 
common arithmetic, to which be added surreying at a later 
day. His time was employed in action chiefly, reading lit* 
tie, and that only in agriculture and English history. His 
correspondence became necessarily extensive, and with 
journalizing his agricultural proceedings occupied most of 
his leisure hours within doors. On the whole, his character 
was, in its mass, perfect ; in nothing bad, in a few points 
indifferent ; and it may truly be said, that never did nature 
and fortune combine more perfectly to make a man great, 
and to place him in the same constellation with whatever 
worthies have merited from man an everlasting remem- 
brance. For his was the singular destiny and merit of 
leading the armies of his country successfully through an 
arduous war, for the establishment of its independence ; of 
conducting its councils through the birth of a governmenty 
new in its forms and principles, until it had settled down 
into a quiet and orderly train ; and of scrupulously obeying 
the laws through the whole of his career, civil and mili- 
tary, of which the history of the world furnishes no other 
example." 



No. VII. 



JEFFERSON'S OPINION OF PLATO. 

He speaks most contemptuously of the ** whimsies, the 
puerilities, and unintelligible jargon of this work;" and says 
he often asked himself how the world could have so long 
consented to give reputation to such nonsense. He thus 
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ftccoiints for Plato's influence among the moderns. "In 
truth he is one of the race of genuine sophists, who has 
escaped the oblivion of bis brethren, first, by the elegance 
of his diction, bat chiefly by the adoption and incorpora- 
tion of his whimsies into the body of artificial Christianity. 
His foggy mind is ever presenting the semblances of ob- 
jects which, half seen through a mist, can be defined neither 
in form nor dimension. Yet this, which should have con- 
signed him to early oblivion, really procured him immor- 
tality of fame and reverence. The Christian priesthood, 
finding the doctrines of Christ leveled to every understand- 
ing, and too plain to need explanation, saw in the mys- 
ticisms of Plato, materials with which they might build up 
an artificial system, which might, from its indistinctness, 
admit everlasting controversy, give employment for their 
order, and introduce it to profit, power, and pre-eminence. 
The doctrines which flowed from the lips of Jesus himself 
are within the comprehension of a child ; but thousands of 
volumes have not yet explained the Platonisms engrafted 
on them : and for this obvious reason, that nonsense cannot 
be explained." 

Without denying that the sublimated speculations of 
Plato, in the main, merit the severe censure bestowed on 
them by Mr. Jefferson, another explanation may be given 
for the favor which this philosopher found among the ear- 
lier Christian writers, without supposing it was the result 
of settled design. First, on account of his pure and lofty 
theism, and next because his mystical fancies could be made 
to harmonize with some of the more subtle doctrines which 
the controversies of the Christian sects had engendered; 
and which were thus more readily received by the scholars 
of the age, when recommended by an authority of such 
eelebrity 
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No. VIII. 

JEFFERSON'S RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OP 

LIFE, 

Mr. Jefferson wrote a letter to his namesake, Thomas 
Jefferson Smith, of Washington, at the instance of his 
father, who requested him to address something to his son 
which might have a salutary influence on his future life, 
when he could understand it. More solid advice was never 
conveyed in so small a compass, and no one could have a 
better chance for respectability or happiness who would 
faithfully observe these precepts. Those which respect his 
religious and moral character are six. 1. Adore Ood, 
2. Reverence and cherish your parents. 3. Love your 
neighbor as yourself, your country more than yourself. 
4. Be just 5. Be true. 6. Murmur not at the ways of 
Providence. 

He also gives him ten canons for the regulation of his 
practical life They were — 1. Never put off till to-morrow 
what you can do to-day. 2. Never trouble another for 
what you can do yourself. 3. Never spend your money 
before you have it. 4. Never buy what you do not want^ 
because it is cheap ; it will be dear to you. 5. Pride 
costs us more than hunger, thirst, and cold. 6. We never 
repent of having eaten too little. 7. Nothing is trouble- 
some that we do willingly. S. How much pain have cost 
us the evils which have never happened. 9. Take things 
by the smooth handle. 10. When angry, count ten before 
you speak ; if very angry, a hundred. 

He also cited to him for his imitation, the translation of 
one of the Psalms, beginning, ** Lord, who's the happy 
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man ;'' which he calls "the portrait of a good man by the 
most sublime of poets." 



No. IX. 

JEFFERSON'S CORRESPONDENCE AFTER HIS 

RETIREMENT. 

0ns of the inconyedienees felt by Mr. Jefferson, from the 
eonspicaons part be had acted in poblic affairs, as well as 
firom his popalarity, was the nnmber of letters with which he 
was importuned. This tax, in a greater or less degree, 
every ex-president must pay; bnt no one, unless perhaps 
Oeneral Washington, was ever called upon to pay it to the 
■ame extent as Mr. Jefferson. He sorely complains of it 
in a letter to Mr. Adams, dated June 27, 1822. '' I do 
sot know how far yon may suffer, as I do, under the perse- 
cation of letters, of which every mail brings a firesh load. 
They are letters of inquiry for the most part, always of good- 
iHll, sometimes from friends whom I esteem, bnt much 
oltener from persons whose names are unknown to me, but 
written kindly and civilly, and to which, therefore, civility 
requires answers. Perhaps the better known failure of 
your hand in its function of writing, may shield you in 
greater degree from this distress, and so far qualify the 
misfortune of its disability. I happened to turn to my let- 
ter list some time ago, and a curiosity was excited to count 
tdose received in a single year. It was the year before 
hst. I found the number to be one thousand two hundred 
and sixty-seven, many of them requiring answers of elabo- 
rate research, and all to be answered with due attention 
30* 
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and consideration. Take an average of this camber for a 
week or a day, and I will repeat the qoestion suggested by 
other considerations in mine of the 1st. Is this life ? At 
best it is bat the life of a mill-horse, who sees no end to his 
circle bat in death. To such a life, that of a cabbage would 
be a paradise." 



No. X, 



JEFFERSON'S LETTERS TO THE AMERICAN 
PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

" Moniicello, Janaaiy 28, 1T9T. 

" Gentlemen : I have duly received your favor of the 
Tth instant, informing me that the American Philosophical 
Society have been pleased to name me their president. 
The suffrage of a body which comprehends whatever the 
American world has of distinction in philosophy and science 
in general, is the most flattering incident of my life, and that 
to which I am the most sensible. My satisfaction would be 
most complete, were it not for the consciousness that it is 
far beyond my titles. I feel no qualification for this dis- 
tinguished post, but a sincere zeal for all the objects of our 
institution, and an ardent desire to see knowledge so dis- 
seminated through the mass of mankind, that it may at 
length reach the extremes of society, beggars and kinj^. I 
pray yon, gentlemen, to testify for me, to our body, my 
sense of their favor, and my disposition to supply by zeal 
what I may be deficient in the other qualifications proper 
for their service, and to be assured that your testimony 
cannot go beyond my feelings. 

** Permit me to avail myself of this opportunity of ex* 
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pressing the sincere grief I feel for the loss of our belored 
Rittenhoose. Oenias, science, modesty, parity of morals, 
simplicity of manners, marked him as one of nature's best 
samples of the perfection she can cover under the human 
form. Sorely, no society till onrs, within the same compass 
of time, ever had to deplore the loss of two such members 
as Franklin and Bittenhonse^ Franklin, onr patriarch, 
whom philosophy and philanthropy announced the first of 
men ; and whose name will be like a star of the first magni- 
tude in the firmament of heaven, when the memory of those 
who have surrounded and obscured him, will be lost in the 
abyss of time. 

** With the most affectionate attachment to their memory, 
and with sentiments of the highest respect to the society, 
and to yourselves personally, I have the honor to be, gen- 
tlemen, " Your most obedient, 

'And most humble servant, 
'* Th. Jefferson." 

" To Messrs. Samuel Magaw, Jonathan Williams, Wil- 
liam Burton, and John Bieakley, Secretaries of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society." 

**M<mticello, Nov. 23, 1814. 
Sm : I solicited on a former occasion permission from 
the American Philosophical Society to retire from the 
honor of their chair, under a consciousness that distance, as 
well as other circumstances, denied me the power of exe- 
cuting the duties of the station, and that those on whom 
they devolved were best entitled to the honors they confer. 
It was the pleasure of the society at that time, that I should 
remain in their service, and they have continued since to 
renew the same marks of their partiality. Of these I have 
been ever duly sensible, and now beg leave to return my 
thanks for them with humble gratitude. Still I have never 
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eeased, nor can T cease to feel/that I am holding honon 
withoDt yielding requital, and justly belonging to others 
As the period of election is now therefore approaching, I 
take the occasion of begging to be withdrawn firom the 
attention of the society at their ensning choice, and to be 
pennitted now to resign the office of president into their 
bands, which I hereby do. * I shall consider myself suffi- 
ciently honored in remaining a private member of their 
body, and shall ever avail myself with seal of every occasion 
which may occur of being useful to them, retaining indeli' 
bly a profound sense of their past favors." 



No. XL 

JEFFERSON'S OPINIONS OF BONAPARTE AND 
THE ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. 

For several years the uninterrupted military successes of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, and the gradual enlargement of hia 
power to a height never before attained by man, excited 
not merely sympathy for the nations whom he despoiled of 
their independence, but very lively fears for that of the 
United States. It seemed as if the whole civilized world 
was destined, sooner or later, to bow to the ascendancy of 
his genias and fortune ; and though some hopes were en 
tertained that he would meet with an effectual check in 
Spain, yet similar hopes had too often proved abortive, for 
these to be very lively. In a letter to Mr. Langdon of 
New Hampshire, Mr. Jefferson thus discloses his views on 
this subject. ** The fear that Bonaparte will come over to 
as and conquer us also, is too chimerical to be genuine. 
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Supposing him to have finished Spain and Portugal, he has 
yet England and Russia to subdue. These two subdued, 
ancient Greece and Macedonia, the cradle of Alexander, 
his prototype, and Constantinople, the seat of empire for 
the world, would glitter more in his eye than our bleak 
mountains and rugged forests. Egypt too, and the golden 
apples of Mauritania, have for more than half a century 
fixed the longing eyes of France; and with Syria, you 
know, he has an old affront to wipe out Then come 
'Poutus and Galatia, Gappadocia, Asia, and Bithyuia,' 
the fine countries on the Euphrates and Tigris, the Oxus 
and Indus, and all beyond the Hydaspes, which bounded 
the glories of his Macedonian riyal ; with the iuTitations 
of his new British subjects on the banks of the Ganges, 
whom, after receiving under his protection the mother 
country, he cannot refuse to visit. When all this is done 
and settled, and nothing of the old world remains unsub- 
dued, he may turn to the new one. But will he attack us 
first, from whom he will get but hard knocks, and no 
money ? or will he first lay hold of the gold and silver of 
Mexico and Peru, and the diamonds of Brazil. A repuhli" 
can emperor, from his affection to republics, independent of 
motives of expediency, must grant to ours the Cyclops' boon 
of being the last devoured. While all this is doing, we are 
to suppose the chapter of accidents read out, and that 
nothing can happen to cut short or to disturb his enter- 
prises." 

The following was his theory of the English government : 
•* The real power and property in the government is the 
great aristocratical families of the nfttion. The nest of 
office being too small for all of them to cuddle in at once, 
the contest is eternal which shall crowd the other out. For 
this purpose they are divided into two parties, the Inns and 
the Outs, so equal in weight that a small matter turns the 
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balance. To keep themselves In when thej are in, everj 
stratagem mast be practiced, eyerj ^artifice nsed which may 
flatter the pride, the passions, or the power of the nation* 
Justice, honor, faith, mast yield to the necessity of keeping 
themselves in place. The qaestion whether a measure is 
moral, is never asked ; bat whether it will nonrish the 
avarice of their merchants, or the piratical spirit of their 
navy, or prodace any other effect which may strengthen 
them in their places. As to engagements, however positive, 
entered into by the predecessors of the Ins, why they were 
then enemies ; they did every thing which was wrong ; and 
to reverse every thing they did mast therefore be right 
This is the true character of the British government in 
practice, however different its theory ; and it presents the 
singular phenomenon of a nation, the individuals of which 
are as faithfal to their private engagements and duties, as 
honorable, as worthy, as those of any nation on earth, and 
whose government is yet the most unprincipled at this day 
known." He then speaks of the general causes why princes 
should be superior to other men, and by way of illustratioa 
gives a sketch of the principal monarchs of Europe, which, 
in the style of broad caricature, retains enough of resem- 
blance to the originals to be readily acknowledged. 
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No, XII. 

JEFFERSON'S VIEWS ON THE CESSION OF 
LOUISIANA, IN A LETTER TO CAPTAIN 
LEWIS. 

" Washington, July 16, 1803. 
" Dear Sib : I dropped yon a line on the lltl) inst., and 
last night received yours of the 8th. Last night also we 
received the treaty from Paris, ceding Louisiana, according 
to the bounds to which France had a right — ^price, eleven 
and a quarter millions of dollars, besides paying certain 
debts of France to our citizens, which will be from one to 
four millions. I received also from Mr. Lacepede at Paris, 
to whom I had mentioned your intended expedition, a let- 
ter, of which the following is an extract : 'Mr. Broughton, 
one of the companions of Captain Yancouver, went up 
Columbia River one hundred miles. In December, 1792. lie 
stopped at a point which he named Yancouver, latitude 
450 27', longitude 237° 50' E. Here the river Columbia 
is still a quarter of a mile wide, and from twelve to thirty- 
six feet deep. It is far then to its head. From this point 
Mount Hood is seen, twenty leagues distant, which is pro- 
bably a depeadance of the Stony Mountains, of which Mr. 
Fiedler saw the beginning about latitude 40^, and the 
source of the Missouri is probably in the Stony Mountains 
If your nation can establish an easy communication by 
rivers, canals, and short portages, between New York, for 
example, and the city [they were building, or to be built, 
for the badness of the writing makes it uncertain which is 
meant, but probably the last] at the mouth of Columbia, 
what a route for the commerce of Europe, Asia and 
America 1' 

" Accept my affectionate salutations, 

** Thomas Jefferson." 
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No. XIII 

JEFFERSON'S FAMILY AND DESCENDANTS- 

I. Oue danghter — Martha Wayles Randolph, widow of 
the late GoTenior Randolph. 

II. Eleven grandchildren, to wit 

1. Thomas Jefferson Randolph. 

2. Ellen Coolidge, wife of Joseph Coolidge of Boston. 

3. Virginia Trist, wife of Nicholas P. Trist, consul at 

Havana. 

4. Cornelia Randolph. 

5. Mary Randolph. 

6. James Madison Randolph, since deceased. 

7. Benjamin Franklin Randolph, a physician in Albe- 

marle. 

8. Meriwether Lewis Randolph, residing in Arkansas. 

9. Septimia Randolph. 

10. George Wythe Randolph, midshipman in the navy. 

11. Francis Eppes, the only grandchild by his daughter 

Maria Eppes. 

III. Fourteen great-grandchildren, to wit : 

The children of Thomas Jefferson Randolph— -six. 

The children of Ann Bankhead, deceased, the eldest 
danghter of Mrs. Randolph — ^four. 

A daughter of Mrs. Coolidge. 

The children of Francis Eppes — ^two. 

A daughter of Mrs. Trist. 
Since Mr. Jefferson's death, time has made its usual 
changes, both by deaths and births, and the number of his 
descendants now exceeds forty, among whom are several of 
the fifth generation. 
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No. XIV. 

JEFFERSON'S OPINIONS IN REFERENCE TO 
THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI.* 

"Having been in America daring the period in which 
this institution was formed, and being then in a situation 
which gave me opportunities of seeing it in all its stages, I 
may venture to give M. de Meusnier materials for a suc- 
cinct history of its origin and establishment. I should 
write its history in the following form. 

" When, on the close of that war which established the 
independence of America, its army was about to be dis- 
banded, the officers who, during the course of it had gone 
through the most trying scenes together, who, by mutual 
aids and good offices had become dear to one another, felt 
with great apprehension of mind the approach of that mo- 
ment which was to separate them, never, perhaps, to meet 
again. They were from different States, and from distant 
parts of the same State. Hazard alone could therefore give 
them but rare and partial occasions of seeing each other. 
They were, of course, to abandon altogether the hope of 
ever meeting again, or to devise some occasion which 
might bring them together. And why not come together 
on purpose at stated times ? Would not the trouble of such 
a journey be greatly overpaid by the pleasure of seeing 
each other again, by the sweetest of all consolations, the 
talking over the scenes of difficulty and endearment they 
had gone through ? This, too, would enable them to know 
who of them should succeed in the world, who should be 

* The remainder of this Appendix is taken from the '' Observations of 
Henry Lee, of Virginia, on the Writings of Thomas Joflfersun," <io. This 
is a very valuable work, and not generally aooesHible to the reader. The 
foUowiog extracts pouess more than ordinary intereat. 

ai 
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nnsaccessfnl, and to open the parses of all to every laboring 
brother. This idea was too soothing not to be cherished 
in conversation. It was improved into that of a regular 
association, with an organized administration, with periodi- 
cal meetings, general and particular, fixed contributions for 
those who should be in distress, and a badge, by which 
not only those who had not had occasion to become p<»r- 
sonally known should be able to recognize one another, but 
which should be worn by their descendants, to perpetuate 
among them the friendship which had bound their ancestors 
together. 

" Gen. Washington was, at that moment, oppressed with 
the operation of disbanding an army which was not paid ; 
and the difficulty of this operation was increased, by some 
two or three States having expressed sentiments, which did 
not indicate a sufficient attention to their payment. He 
was sometimes present when his officers were fashioning in 
their conversations their newly proposed society. He saw 
the innocence of its origin, and foresaw no effects less in- 
nocent. He was at that time writing his valedictory letter 
to the States, which has been so deservedly applauded by 
the world. Far from thinking it a moment to multiply the 
causes of irritation, by thwarting a proposition which had 
absolutely no other basis but that of benevolence and 
friendship, he was rather satisfied to find himself aided in 
his difficulties by this new incident, which occupied, and at 
the same time, soothed, the minds of his officers. He 
thought too, that this institution would be one instrument 
the more for strengthening the federal bond, and for pro- 
moting federal ideas. The institution was formed. They 
incorporated into it the officers of the French army and navy, 
by whose sides they had fought, and with whose aid they 
had finally prevailed." 

After slating that Gen. Washington accepted the office 
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of President of the society, (which he held natil his death) 
and mentioning the opposition which its supposed tendency 
to divide the commanity into distinct orders, soon excited, 
be proceeds : — 

'• The uneasiness excited by this institution, had very 
early caught the notice of Gen. Washington. Still recol- 
lecting all the purity of the motives which gave it birth, he 
became sensible that it might produce political evils, which 
the warmth of those motives bad masked. Add to this, that 
it was disapproved by the mass of citizens of the TJuion. 
This alone was reason strong enough in a country where 
the will of the majority is the law, and ought to be the law. 
He saw that the objects of the institution were too light to 
be opposed to considerations as serious as these ; and that 
it was become necessary to annihilate it absolutely. On 
this, therefore, he was decided. The first annual meeting 
at Philadelphia, was now at hand ; he went to that, deter- 
mined to exert all his influence for its suppression. He 
proposed it to his fellow-officers, and urged it with all bis 
powers. It met an opposition which was observed to cloud 
Ills face with an anxiety that the most distressful scenes of 
the war had scarcely ever produced. It was canvassed for 
several days, and at length it was no more a doubt what 
woald be its ultimate fate. The order was on the point of 
receiving its annihilation, by a vote of a great majority of 
its members. In this moment their envoy arrived from 
France, charged with letters from the French officers, ac- 
cepting with cordiality the proposed badges of union, with 
solicitations from others to be received into the order, and 
with notice that their respectable sovereign had been 
pleased to recognize it, and to permit his officers to wear its 
badges. The prospect was now changed. The question 
assumed a new form. After the oifer made by them, and 
accepted by their friends, in what words cuuld they clothe 
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a proposition to retract it, which would not cover them- 
selves with the reproaches of levity and ingratitude — which 
would not appear an insult to those whom they loved? 
Federal principles, popular discontent, were considerations 
whose weight was known and felt by themselves. But 
would foreigners know and feel them equally ? Would ihey 
80 far acknowledge their cogency, as to permit, without 
indignation, the Eagle and Ribbon to be torn from their 
breasts, by the very hands which placed them there ? The 
idea revolted the whole society They found it necessary, 
then, to preserve so much of their institution as might con- 
tinue to support this foreign branch, while they should 
prune oflf every other which would give offense to their 
fellow-citizens ; thus sacrificing, on each hand, to their 
friends, and to their country. 

The society was to retain its existence, its name, its 
meetings, and its charitable funds ; but these last were to 
be deposited with their respective legislatures. The order 
was to be no longer hereditary. The Eagle and Ribbon 
were indeed retained, because they were worn, and ihey 
wished them to be worn by their friends in a country where 
they would not be objects of offense ; but themselves never 
wore them. They laid them up in their bureaus, with the 
medals of American Independence, with those of the trophies 
they had taken and the battles they had won. But 
through all the United States no ofiScer is seen to offend 
the public eye with a display of this badge. These changes 
have tranquillized the American States. Their citizens feel 
too much interest in the reputation of their officers, and 
value too much whatever may serve to recall to the memory 
of their allies the moments wherein they formed but one 
people, not to do justice to the circumstances which pre- 
vented the total annihilation of the order ; and it would be 
au extreme affiictiou to them, if the domestic reformation 
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which has been foand necessary, if the ceusnres of individnal 
writers, or if any other circumstance, should discourage 
the wearing their badge by their allies, or lessen its repu- 
tation." He then adds, that the above is "a short and true 
history of the Order of the Cincinnati." 

From this account then, we have the grave authority of 
Mr. Jefferson himself, for saying, that the Society of Cin- 
cinnati was founded exclusively on sentiments of *' benevo- 
lence and friendship," was " innocent in its origin," and as 
far as its members could foresee, "no less innocent in its 
effects," was considered likely to smooth the difficulties of 
disbanding the army, and to strengthen the tendencies to 
union among the States. That as soon as unforeseen ob- 
jections were entertained toward it by their fellow-citizens, 
** a great majority" of its members, in conformity with the 
advice of Gen. Washington, and in patriotic deference to 
the sovereignty of the public will, resolved on its immediate 
annihilation. That this radical measure was prevented 
solely by an accidental circumstance, which opposed to it 
their respect, gratitude, and attachment for the French 
officers, who, in compliance with their invitation, and by 
permission of their own government, had become members 
of it. That, influenced by a desire to comply with the 
opinions of their countrymen, and at the same time to avoid 
disrespect to their foreign friends, they pruned off the 
hereditary quality, and other objectionable parts of their 
institution, and preserved only so much as might support 
the foreign branch. That this reformation satisfied the 
people of the United States, who felt a pride in the estima- 
tion in which the society was held abroad, and would view, 
with "extreme affliction," any evidence of a decline in that 
flattering sentiment. 

This, he says, is '' the true history" of the society. It 
does not look like '' carving out for itself herediiary din- 
31* 
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Hnctions^^ or " Imoering over the Constitution eternally, ^^ 
And as to "accumulating a capital in their separate 
treasury," he declares the object of that design (for no 
capita] of any consequence ever was accaniulated, the great 
majority of the officers having lived and died poor,) was to 
relieve the necessities of their unfortunate associates ; and 
that the funds, should any be collected, were to be placed 
for that purpose in the treasuries to the several States. 

As he affirms that his account of M. de Meusnier was a 
irue history, it is hardly necessary to say that the one here 
given to Mr. Madison could not be any thing but a libel 
upon men whose patriotism, benevolence, friendship and 
modesty, throughout all its stages, he himself bad solemnly 
attested. That he presented the genuine account to his 
French friend, and put the base one on Mr. Madison^ yoa 
may be inclined to attribute to the predominance of 
familiarity over respect in their intimacy. But the fact 
is, that the truth was to be locked up in a foreign library^, 
or to reach few American readers, and was intended to 
minister to no ulterior purpose. Whereas, the article 
fabricated for Mr. Madison, was for home consumption ; 
was a thread in that web of misrepresentation which he was 
weaving around the character of Gen. Washington — a web 
of torments — which, if we believe him, were not less fierce 
and mighty than those which writhe and swell the figure of 
Can ova's Hercules — when the distracted demigod — 

" Felt the enyenomM robe, and tore. 
Through pain, up hy the roots Thessalian pines, 
And Liohas from the top of OBta threw, 
Into the Euboio sea." 

These torments were cruelly inflicted, as they were calmly 
witnessed, for the purpose of bringing his own claims 
before the people with a better chance of success. 
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As this hatred and suspicion of the Cincinnati Societj 
were evidently sparions and unfounded, you will be the 
less surprised to learn that the zeal expressed in the same 
letter, iu behalf of the democratic societies, ** the friends of 
popular rights," was not the fruit of principle but of 
interest. At page 345 of his fourth volume, is a letter 
from Mr. Jefferson of the 6th of March, 1822, in which he 
declines an invitation to become a member of a society 
whose object was '* to promote civilization and improvement 
among the Indians." In this letter he observes — " I shall 
not undertake to draw a line of demarcation between private 
associations of laudable views and uniroposing numbers, 
and those whose magnitude may rivalize and jeopardize the 
march of regular government. Yet such a line does exist 
I have seen the days — they were those which preceded the 
Revolution — when even this last and perilous engine be- 
came necessary ; but they were days which no man would 
wish to gee a second time." He proceeds to deprecate 
such associations upon the ground of their being bad and 
prolific examples, of being '' wheels within a wheel," and by 
reference to the excesses perpetrated by the Jacobin Clubs 
of France. 

It would appear, therefore, that while Mr. Jefferson felt 
called on ''as a good citizen" to discourage a society insti- 
tuted for the purpose of " promoting civilization and im- 
provement among the Indians," as setting a dangerous 
examt)le, and tending ** to rivalize and jeopardize the march 
of regular government," he pronounced Gen. Washington 
guilty of " an inexcusable aggression on popular rights," 
when he discountenanced in terms of anxious patriotism 
and considerate dignity, the proceedings of organized 
political clubs, which had nearly involved us in foreign war, 
in opposition to *' the march of regular government," and 
had, as he and his whole Cabinet believed, and as a majority 
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of the members of the legislatore declared, fomented a 
formidable domestic insnrrection. 

Since, of his contradictory opinions on this subject, those 
expressed in his letter to Mr. Morse are said to be cou' 
gcientioiLS, the natural and melancholy conclusion is, that 
the false and scandalous ones again fall to the share of Mr. 
Madison. 

But to go on with his letter of December, 1794. After 
attempting to sepacate these societies from their proceed- 
ings, affecting '* to put out of sight the persons" whose 
confessed misdemeanors he calls misbehavior, he proceeds 
to affirm that the President's allusion to them was generally 
and justly considered " an abstract attempt on the natural 
and constitutional rights of the people." 

The injustice of these expressions is much more conspicn- 
ous than their meaning. What is '* an abstract attempt," 
on a practical subject — or on any subject? But a more 
important question is, what sense of equity was Mr. Jeffer- 
son guided by, when he pronounced the societies innocent, 
in spite of practical guilt, and Gen. Washington guilty, in 
spite of practical innocence ? Is this judging the tree by its 
fruits, or men by their works ? 

It may be here observed, that while in his letters to Gen 
Washington of May the 14th and September the 1th, 1194, 
and that of June the 19th, 1*796, the last, it appears, he 
ever wrote him, he was humbugging that con6ding friend, 
that kind benefactor, that illustrious patriot, with professions 
of undiminished attachment for him, unabated love for 
retirement and repugnance to politics — with such expres- 
sions as ** I cherish tranquillity too much to suffer political 
things to enter my mind at all," *' it is a great pleasure to 
me to retain the esteem and approbation of the President," 
'' I put away this disgjisting dish of old fragments, and talk 
to you about my peas and clover," with *' the Albany pea," 
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— " the hog pea," — " the true winter vetch," — " the Carolina 
drill," — and " the Scotch threshing-machine," he was col- 
lecting frora ** an extensive circle of observation and infor- 
mation," and transmitting to the head of the opposition in 
Congress the most nnjast and poisonous opinions that 
conid possibly be fabricated of the President's character 
and conduct. This would of itself have furnished cause 
sufficient for Gen. Lee, or any other sincere friend of the 
President, to put him on his guard, to open his eyes to the 
ambush from which this pretended friend and philosopher 
was secretly wounding him — where, too, his great and 
patriotic soul felt the injury the most acutely — in the love 
and confidence of his country. 



No. XV. 

JEFFERSON'S PROFESSIONS OP FRIENDSHIP 
AND SECRET HOSTILITY TO BURR. 

To this person he continued to manifest the most respect- 
ful friendship, as will be seen by a letter of the 1st of 
February, 1801, just before the competition for the Presi- 
dency was to be decided by the House of Representatives^ 
and when it was desirable not to irritate Burr or disgust 
his friends. 

'' DsAB Sm : It was to be expected that the enemy woold 
endeavor to sow tares between us that they might divide nt 
and our friends. Every consideration assures me that you 
will be on your guard against this, as I assure yon I am 
strongly. I hear of one stratagem so imposing and so base, 
that it is proper I should notice it to yon. Mr. Mnmford, 
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who 18 here, says he saw at New York before he left it, an 
original letter of mine to Jadge Breckenridge, in which are 
sentiments highly injurious to yon. He knows mj hand- 
writing, and did not doubt that to be genuine. I inclose 
you a copy taken from the press copy of the only letter I 
ever wrote Judge Breckenridge in my life ; the press copy 
itself has been shown to several of our mutua friends here. 
Of consequence the letter seen by Mr. Mumford must hav6 
been a forgery, and if it contains a sentiment unfriendly or 
disrespectful to yon, I affirm it solemnly to be a forgery, as 
also if it varies from the copy enclosed. With the common 
trash of slander I should not think of troubling you, but 
the forgery of one's hand- writing is too imposing to be 
neglected. A mutual knowledge of each other furnishes us 
with the best test of the contrivances which will be practiced 
by the enemies of both." 

The difiference here in point of fact is between the state- 
ments of Mr. Mumford and the press copy; and as Mr. 
Jefferson himself affirms that, from the commencement of his 
acquaintance with Burr, he was in the habit of expressing 
to Mr. Madison his suspicious of his honesty, and perceived 
that he kept himself in the market, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that he indulged the same sentiments in letters to other 
gentlemen, and that consequently the press copy was mis- 
taken. This is the more probable, as a similar accident 
will hereafter be pointed out, and as he does not refer Burr 
to Judge Breckenridge, either for a sight of the letter itself 
or for a copy of it. The last sentence, however, contains 
the quintessence of deceit, where he tells Burr, that by 
reflecting on their mutual sincerity and reciprocal respect, 
he would furnish himself with the best possible test for 
detecting the poison of the mischief-making fabrications of 
their enemies. That is, ' if you hear any thing of me incon- 
sistent with honor on my part, and with respect and 
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friendship for yoa, yoa have only to feel assured that it is a 
base contrivance of oar mntnal enemies to sow tares between 
ns. This is the reasoning I shall employ, shoald a similar 
stratagem be attempted on me.' Now only suppose that 
Mr. Madison had jnst at this time discovered to Burr one 
of the ** habitual cautions," which he had received in regard 
to himl 

When, however, in 1807, his friend Burr was arrested on 
a charge of treason, he discovered that he had all along 
despised him, in spite both of his own endearing professions, 
and of the equally cordial effusions of his press copy. In a 
letter to Mr. Giles of the 20th of April, 1807, (Vol. lY. p. 
74,) he says : ''Against Burr personally I never had one 
hostile sentiment. I never indeed thought him an honest, 
frank-dealing man, but considered him as a crooked gun, or 
other perverted machine, whose aim or shot you could 
never be sure of." 

The contrast between these sentiments and those in the 
Anas, on the one hand, and those in his letters to Burr, — 
all volunteers, not answers — on the other ; will be useful in 
enabling you to comprehend the difference of his style, 
when speaking to a man he hated, and of him. It justifies 
the inference that at the very moment he was so grossly 
traducing Gen. Lee to Gen. Washington, declaring that 
he had never " done him any other injury than that of de- 
clining his confidences," he would have been glad, had there 
been the least prospect of promoting his own interest by it, 
to encumber him with epistles and press copies of homage 
and attachment. 

Of the object of the conspiracy, his conduct in regard to 
which is now to be compared with that pursued in qaelling 
the Western insurrection, he gives the following account in 
a letter of the 2d of April, 1807, to our minister in Spain, 
(Vol. IV. p. 71,) " Although at first he proposed a sepaia- 
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tion of the Western country, and on that ground received 
enconrngeuieut and aid from Yrujo, according to the usual 
spirit of liis government toward us, yet he very early saw 
that the fidelity of the Western country was not to be shaken, 
and turned himself wholly toward Mexico." And in the 
letter to Mr. Giles of the 20th, he thus describes the points 
of treason he expects to be established, by witnesses whose 
testimony he affirms " will satisfy the world, if not the 
Judge, of Burr's guilt" — *' And I do suppose the following 
overt acts will be proved : 1. The enlistment of men in a 
regular way. 2. The regular mounting of guard round 
Blennerhasset's island, when they discovered Governor 
Tiffin's men to be on them modo guerrino arriaii, 3. The 
rendezvous of Burr with his men at the mouth of Cumber- 
land. 4. His letter to the acting Governor of Mississippi, 
holding up the prospect of civil war. 5. His capitulation 
regularly signed with the aids of the Governor, as between 
two independent hostile commanders." 

These acts, he says, amount incontestably to treason. 
Yet the attack of five hundred armed men on the house of 
the inspector of the revenue, and a detachment of the troops 
of the United States — the burning the inspector's house 
and forcing an officer of the United States Army to march 
out and surrender — the shooting at the marshal with intent 
to kill him, while in the execution of his duty — the seizing 
and violating the mail of the United States on its passage 
to the seat of government — the arrest and intimidation of 
the marshal — the banishment of those citizens of Pittsburg, 
who were suspected of allegiance to their country — open 
resistance to the laws and defiance of the government — the 
rejection of an offered amnesty — the preparation of a force 
of T,000 men to wage war against the United States, and 
to effect ultimately a dissolution of the Union — all these 
revolting outrages, in the comparative infancy of the gov- 
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ernment^ when they were leveled at the peace and digmitr 
of the nation, through the &nie and feelings of President 
Washington, Mr. Jefferson considered as nearly harmless, 
as provoked by " an infernal law," and as at most merely 
" riotous transactions 1 1" 

The force with which Burr waft to accomplish his designs, 
he estimates as follows, in a letter of the 14th of July, 1S07, 
to Gen. La Fayette. (Vol. IV. p. 97.) " Burr had proba- 
bly engaged one thousand men to follow his fortunes, with- 
out letting them know his projects, otherwise than by 
assuring them the government approved of them. The 
moment a proclamation issued undeceiving them, he found 
himself left with about thirty desperadoes only." This 
conspirator, with his g^ng of thirty followers, however, was 
too formidable to be left unpunished, whether in due course 
of law or not, and therefore the President of the United 
States descended from his station, and took the lead in 
bunting him down. 

Accordingly, on the 2d of June, ISOT, he opened a 
correspondence with the District Attorney of the United 
States, (Vol. IV. pp. Y5 to 103,) which for indecency to 
the court, disrespect for the independence of a co-ordinate 
department, outrage upon the sanctity of justice, and cruelty 
to the prisoner, was never exceeded by the executive 
authority of any nation, in any age. After saying to Mr. 
Hay, " While Burr's case is depending before the court, I 
will trouble you from time to time with what occurs to me," 
•—he proceeds to counsel him as to the management of 
yarions stages of the prosecution, inspiring him all the 
while with distrust of the purity of the court before which 
he was pleading, until the 19th of June, when he makes a 
suggestion, the wickedness of which cannot bo adequHtcly 
expressed in any language but his own. (p. 80.) " I in- 
close you the copy of a letter received lust night, and (giving 
3^ 
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singalar information. I have inqaired into the character 
of Graybell. He was an old revolationarj captain,, is now 
a floor merchant in Baltimore, of the most respectable 
character, and whose word woold be taken as implicitly as 
any man's for whatever he affirms. The letter writer also is 
a man of entire respectability. I am well informed that for 
more than a twelvemonth it has been believed in Baltimore, 
generally, that Burr was engaged in some criminal enter- 
priso, and that Luther Martin knew all about it. We 
tliiuk yon should immediately dispatch a subpoena for Gray- 
bell ; and while that is on the road, you will have time to 
consider in what form you will use his testimony : e. g, 
shall Lnther Martin be summoned as a witness against 
Burr, and Graybell held ready to confront him ? It may be 
doubted whether we could examine a witness to discredit 
our own witness. Besides, the lawyers say that they arc 
privileged from being forced to breaches of confidence, and 
that no others are. Shall we move to commit Luther 
Martin, as pariiceps criminis with Burr ? Graybell will ^x 
upon him suspicion of treason at least. And at any rate, 
his testimony will put down this unprincipled and impudent 
federal bulUdog, and add another proof that the most 
clamorous defenders of Burr are all his accomplices. It 
will explain why Luther Martin flew so hastily to the aid 
of his * honorable friend,' abandoning his clients and their 
property during the session of a principal court in Mary- 
land, now filled, as I am told, with the clamors and ruin of 
his clients." 

You perceive from this that a general belief, reported to 
exist in Baltimore, of Burr's having meditated an unlav/ful 
enterprise, of some sort or other, and that Luther Martin 
k'^ew all about it ; with the second hand assertion that this 
knowledge could be proved by a third person, was cause 
Rufficicut in the humane and philosophic mind of Mr. 
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Jefferson to fix the stigma of treason on Lather Martin, by 
arresting him as particeps criminis with the prisoner he 
was defending. And if this anjast proceeding should fail 
of every ot}ier effect, it would at least have the happy one 
'* of patting down this unprincipled and impudent federal 
ball-dog" — that is, it would silence him as an advocate for 
Burr — would deprive the prisoner of the assistance of the 
counsel on whom he peculiarly relied in a trial for his life, 
and thus expose him to all the violence and stratagem that 
the zeal of lawyers and the unbridled hate of the Executive 
could impart to the prosecution. Had this cruel project 
been fulfilled, Burr would have stood like Both well, his 
sword-arm broken and his dagger lost, while his blood- 
thirsty and hypocritical adversary, represented by the 
Presideut, brandished his impatient blade aloft, and plunged 
it to the hilt in his body. 

In unison with this unparalleled mixture of craft and 
inhumanity, more fit for the cells of the Spanish Inquisition 
than for an American court of justice, is his resentment at 
the zeal with which Mr. Martin undertook the defense of a 
man, who, though accused, was yet unconvicted, was under 
the legal presumption of innocence, had been dear to Mar- 
tin as a friend, and had, moreover, a right, on the usual 
conditions, to his services. The whole correspondence with 
Mr. Hay is of this cast, diversified occasionally with 
promises of new witnesses, and interspersed toward the 
close of the trial with insinuations against the integrity of 
the court ; leaving but one doubt as to the disposition of 
President Jefferson at the time, that is, whether he was more 
eager to hang the judge or the criminal. 
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No. XVI. 

JEFFERSON'S STRICTURES ON WASHING- 
TON'S ADMINISTRATION. 

Should jonr good-natore reYolt at tbe vindictiye appear* 
ance of the examination, through the perplexities of which 
I am endeavoring to guide yon, I haye little to soothe it 
with, bat an expression of my regret, or to relieye it by, 
bnt an appeal to yonr jastice. If Mr. Jefferson's character 
Is now for the first time to be displayed in its tme light, and 
to be divested of the folds of artifice and delusion in which 
he disguised it, it is only because he painted in false and 
opprobrious colors that of others ; and though it be, when 
thus exposed, a sniject of nnpleasing contemplation, it may 
prove a useful and instructive study. In the system of the 
moral world, it seems to be established by Providence, that 
Injustice done to our neighbor should sooner or later recoil 
on ourselves. And naturalists tell us, that although, at first 
sight, the history of the lion appears more entertaining than 
that of all other beasts, yet that on close inspection, more 
vivid curiosity and agreeable wonder are excited by the 
structure of the spider — that sly insect, which— 

'* Throned on the centre of his thin designs. 
Proud of a vast extent of flimsy lines," 

entangles and destroys the bold hornet and the blossom- 
loving bee. 

Pursuing then the analysis of this envenomed letter to 
Mr. Madison, let us pass from its palpable injustice toward 
Gcu. Washington and Geu. Lee, to the consideration of its 
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main design, which is both concealed, and betrayed by an 
artifice, not nnlike the trick of an Indian jnggler. The 
object of all Mr. Jefferson's schemes and movements, of his 
friendships and hatreds, his slanders and praises ; of that 
philosophy, for worship in the sanctuary of which, he wonld 
have the world believe he was predestined by nature, (Vol. 
lY. p. 126, et passim,) of his mis-quotation from the 
Georgics, (Vol. III. p. 337,) his " mould-board of least 
resistance," (p. 334 ;) of that retirement which was so pro- 
found, that lest it should be unnoticed, he proclaimed it in 
all directions, as the Irishman was to whistle when he should 
fall asleep ; the real object of all these professions, passions, 
pretensions, and maneuvres, was the office of President. 
For this he deserted the Cabinet of Washington, against 
the entreaties of that illustrious man ; and having got into 
a private station, — for this, he was now wriggling and 
stretching to get out of itf To Mr. Madison, whose 
powerful aid was indispensable, he was holding out his hand 
for help. 

In disparaging and traducing Gen. Washington so in- 
dustriously, his intention was not to supplant him ; for 
besides that he could neither have desired nor hoped to 
compete with him before the people, he knew the general 
was now in his second and last official term. But his design 
was by curtailing the influence of his name and opinions, 
to change the course of succession, which, should that influ- 
ence be left unimpaired, the sense of the nation would, 
probably give to the Chief Magistracy — devolving it first 
on Adams, whom he disliked, next on Hamilton, whom he 
hated ; whose superiority in the Cabinet he had felt and 
still resented ; whose ready eloquence, cogent reasoning, 
practical views, ascendant genius, martial spirit, generous 
character, rebuked and foiled his own subtle sagacity, 
pu;iillanimous temper, and indirect ambition. 
32* 
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As it was to be sapposed that Mr. Madison was apprized 
of Gen. Washington's wish to appoint him Secretary of 
State, and for that and other reasons retained a degree of 
kindness and respect for him, there was room to apprehend 
that his sense of justice would revolt at tlie gross and viru- 
lent detraction which Mr. Jefferson, in execntion of one 
part of his scheme, had thonght proper to hazard. There- 
fore, as physicians expel one poison from the body by the 
introdaction of a more energetic one, the sage of Monticello 
proceeded to counteract the occurrence of remorse, by 
means of those never-failing agents, vanity and ambition. 
While urging Mr. Madison to persevere in his meritorious 
opposition, and foretelling that a change of men and 
measures was soon to take place, he encroached so far on 
the " double delicacy" of himself, and the simple modesty 
of his friend, as to insist that if he does retirej it must only 
be '' to a more splendid and a more efficacious post ;" for 
which, by the way, by an evolution peculiar to his own 
tactics, he had himself retired. The heartfelt joy this 
promotion of Mr. Madison over his own head would give 
him, may be better conceived than described ; steeped as he 
lay in the charms of a '' retirement," which he protests he 
" would not give up for the empire of the universe." 

Nothing could be more skillful than this move. Like that 
of a knight at chess, it placed in check King, Queen and 
Castle, and all at once. It told the opposition that it was 
• time to bring forward determinedly a candidate for the 
Presidency. It said to Mr. Madison, '' As I have proposed 
you for this post, you cannot do less than support me, upon 
that principle of seniority and civility which would be ob- 
served were we to come together at the entrance of a draw- 
ing-room." It suppressed any scruples that a gentleman 
might feel at entering into an alliance founded on injustice 
to the father of his country, by overshadowing his judgment 
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with clouds of vain incense and visions of fature greatness 
through which Mr. Jefferson's election coald not but ap- 
pear as previous and instrumental to his own elevation ; 
and it conformed apparently with that rural seclusion which 
the artless philosopher loved as dearly as he did his friend 
Col. Burr, and was as willing to forsake. 

These advantages of the maneuver were not counter- 
balanced by a single inconvenience. There was not the 
slightest chance of Mr. Madison's superseding him ; for 
besides that he was a man of personal modesty and of com- 
paratively mild ambition, Mr. Jefferson was entitled by pre- 
occupancy to the head of the opposition ; to precedence, 
by superior age, and the high diplomatic and executive 
stations he had filled, to the duties of which Mr. Madison 
was yet a stranger. Had it been in his wish therefore to 
put himself before Mr. Jefferson, it would not have been in 
his power. Mr. Madison's situation and character at the 
time, in short, render it a moral certainty, that Mr. Jeffer- 
son's professing a wish to see his election, was simply an 
expedient to promote his own. 

In tracing his correspondence up to the 19th of June, 
1796, when he wrote the letter in vulgar abnseof Gen. Lee, 
and cruel humbug of Gen. Washington, I shall not stop to 
notice those in which he exasperates the zeal of Mr. Giles's 
opposition ; encourages and counsels that of Mr. Madison ; 
hails the appearance of an inconsiderable demagogue in 
Pennsylvania as " an acquisition upon which he congratu- 
lates republicanism ;" caricatures by a most invidious criti- 
cism one of the President's messages to Congress, and by 
lecturing Mr. Rutledge of Carolina, on the debt of public 
service he had left unpaid to tlie nation by his retirement 
from political life, endeavors to provoke a reciprocation of 
that grateful reproach. 

These V shall pass by, as subordinate stratagems in his 
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grand design, at once exposed by and exposing it, in order 
to examine his strictures on the next in succession and im- 
portance of President Washington's measures — ^the treaty 
of amity, commerce and navigation, concluded with the 
government of Great Britain, on the 19th of NoYember, 
1194, by our envoy Mr. Jay. 

A sketch has already been attempted of our political par- 
ties, from their rise to the period at which Mr. Jefferson 
took his place at the head of Gen. Washington's cabinet. 
And it was then observed that occasions very soon presented 
themselves for such differences of opinion as were likely to 
be discovered by sects so oppositely constituted. But in 
the nature of our new relations with Great Britain, causes 
of peculiar excitement and discussion were found. 

Washington and the great body of his political friends 
readily passed from real war to genuine peace, in conformity 
with the solemn assurance given to the world in the Decla- 
ration of Independence, that the citizens of the United 
States would thenceforth hold the British nation like the rest 
of mankind, ''enemies in war, in peace friends." This 
promise they could well afford to fulfill, having signalized 
both their opposition to England, and love for their own 
country, their impatience of tyranny and devotion to free- 
dom in the painful marches and bloody conflicts of a seven 
years' war. With the return of peace, to the minds of such 
men returned the sentiments belonging to it — justice, 
moderation, amity, good faith, and all those fair dispositions 
that lead to the mutual advantage of nations. 

When, therefore, from the unavoidable delay which 
occurred on our part in executing that article of the treaty 
of peace which stipulated for the payment by our citizens 
of a description of debts due to the subjects of Great 
Britain, that government refused to surrender, in conformity 
with conditions in the same treaty, certain military posts uu 
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the sovtlieni mmi^n of tlie grat lakei, tber ssed tbeir 
almost exertions to hare ov side of the coTe&uit strictlj 
performed, in order to secure the ri^ht depeadent on it. In 
the same temper they endearored to preserre ma exact 
neutrality In the war between Fiance and England, and 
preferred negotiation with l>oth belligerents, as long as it 
could be honorably maintained, to war against either, aa 
the means of repairing the actoal, and preTenting the 
future injury, to which oar commove was exposed by their 
collision. 

As the opposite party had not expended their animosity in 
the generous trade of war, much of it remained on the con- 
clusion of ]>eace ; and as they had not been able to demon- 
strate their zeal in the ReYolution by such bold and patriotic 
evidences as Gen. Washington and his followers had ex- 
hibited, they sought now to display it by an unseasonable 
hostility toward Great Britain. In this spirit they insiDa- 
ated that the endeavors of the administration to execute 
faithfully the treaty of peace, and to establish a commercial 
intercourse with England, manifested, with other of their 
measures, a monarchial tendency in their counsels, if not a 
design to replace us under the dominion of the British 
crown To color these imputations they alleged that our 
resistance to the encroachments of France evinced a secret 
partiality for England — ^inconsistent with the gratitude due 
to her rival, and the sympathy which one republic ought to 
leel for another. 

Those against whom these accusations were directed, did 
not fail, in repelling them, to assert that they proceeded 
from politicians unduly partial to France, dishonorably 
insensible to the rights and dignity of their own country, 
and willing to gratify their lust of power at the expense of 
her character and interest. 

It thus occurred that a habit was engrafted on the public 
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mind of regarding the measures of goYemiDeDt less as 
they affected our own prosperity, than as they seemed 
likely to bear upon one or other of these antagonist 
nations, a habit,' which, by the machinations and predomi- 
nance of Mr. Jefferson, among other consequences, en- 
couraged that fond injustice and affectionate inferiority, 
with which, in a more or less insolent shape, we have been 
since regarded by the successive goYernments of France. 

This being the dispositions of the ins and outs — the one 
determined to condemn any connection with Great Britain 
which did not secure, not only all our rights but all our pre- 
tensions, and not only all that we pretended to, but eyery 
thing that we wished for — the other compelled to choose 
between the calamity of a war, and the conyenience of the 
best agreement, which, under existing circumstances they 
could negotiate ; it is not surprising that the ratification of 
Jay's treaty, in which the concessions and advantages of the 
contracting powers were pretty equally balanced, gaye 
occasion to much discontent and violent censure. 

In inflaming this discontent and exacerbating this cen- 
snre, no one took more pains than Mr. Jefferson. In a 
letter to Mann Page, (Vol. III. p. 314,) declining attend- 
ance at the exhibition of a village academy, he digresses to 
the subject of the treaty, and takes occasion from it to sneer 
most indecently at the President. In a letter to Mr. Madi- 
son on the next page, (2 1st Sept. 1795,) urging him to 
answer a piece which Hamilton had published in explana- 
tion of the advantages of the treaty, he states his opinion 
of it in the following words — " It certainly is an attempt 
of a party, who find they have lost their majority in one 
branch of the legislature, to make a law by the aid of the 
other branch, and of the Executive, under color of a treaty 
which shall bind up the hands of the adverse branch, from 
ever restraining the commerce of their patron nation. '^ 
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This objection implies, not that any right of the United 
States had been sacrificed or interest neglected, bnt that 
the commerce of Great Britain was not to be restrained. 
As to the word ever, the violence of its misapplication can 
be conceived only by reflecting that the treaty, in its princi- 
pal articles, was limited expressly to ten years. 

In the same letter he tells Mr. Madison that a number 
of Hamilton's pieces had been sent to him, with an answer 
by a Mr. Beckley ; and that he gave these, " the poison 
and the antidote, to honest, sound-hearted men of common 
understanding," by way of experiment. Finding that 
Hamilton's pieces, in spite of Beckley's answer, produced 
conviction on the minds of these honest, common-sense 
citizens, he adds with rare simplicity, ** I have ceased there- 
fore to give them" — showing that this advocate for the 
diffusion of knowledge, for " leaving reason free to combat 
error of opinion," had no scruple in suppressing arguments 
however clear and convincing, if at variance with his own 
interested views. It does not appear that Mr. Madison 
could be induced to enter the lists in this controversy, 
finding it probably more easy to join Mr. Jefferson in rep- 
robating the treaty, than to oppose Hamilton's logic in itB 
defense. 



No. XVII. 

JEFFERSON'S CELEBRATED LETTER TO 

MAZZEL 

The course of Mr, JeJBTerson's correspondence next leads 
ns to his famous letter to Mazzei, which, in a futile attempt 
to explain it, he denominates (Yol. lY. p. 401,) " a pre- 
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cions theme of federal crirnination." It bears date less 
than two months anterior to that in which he assures Gen. 
Washington of his total abstraction from party politics, 
and reviles Gen. Lee so bitterly for having intimated a 
donbt of the sincerity of this avowal. Being connected 
with a strenuous effort in 1797, to mask one of its bearings, 
and with an ab^ract attempt in 1824, to parry another, it 
extends to two distinct eras, both as it regards Gen. Wash- 
ington and Mr. Jefferson himself. To the former it refers 
both before and after his death, to his envied popularity, 
and his unsullied renown ; to the latter, while intent upon 
the acquisition of power ; and after that had been enjoyed 
and resigned, when covet ons of fame. Tou will therefore 
perceive that the task of detecting its true meaning, (and 
of exposing the objects with which it was written,) if not 
likely to require ability in a writer, will demand of the 
reader patient attention. 

As it appears in his ** Writings," this letter, so far as it 
relates to public matters, is in the following words. (Vol. 
III. p. 327.) 

Mordicello, April 24th, 1796. 
*' My Dear Feiend : — The aspect of our politics has 
wonderfully changed since you left us. In place of that 
noble love of liberty and republican government which 
carried us triumphantly through the war, an Anglican, 
monarchical, and aristocratical party has sprung up, whose 
avowed object is to draw over us the substance, as they 
have already done the forms of the British government. 
The main body of our citizens, however, remain true to 
their republican principles ; the whole landed interest is 
republican, and so is a great mass of talents. Against us 
are the executive, the judiciary, two out of three branches 
of the legislature, all the officers of the government, all who 
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want to be oflScera^ all timid men who prefer the calm of 
despotism to the boisterons sea of liberty, British merchants, 
and Americans trading on British capitals, speculators, and 
holders in the banks and pnblic fnnds, a contrivance 
invented for purposes of corruption, and for assimilating 
ns in all things to the rotten as well as the sound parts of 
the British model. It would give you a fever were I to 
name to you the apostates who have gone over to these 
heresies, men who were Samsons in the field, and Solomons 
in the council, but who have had their heads shorn by the 
harlot of England. In short, we are likely to preserve the 
liberty we have gained only by unremitting labors and 
perils. Bnt we shall preserve it ; and our mass of weight 
and wealth on the good side is so great as to leave no dan- 
ger that force will ever be attempted against us. We have 
only to awake and snap the Lilliputian cords with which 
they have been entangling us during the first sleep which 
succeeded our labors." 

This letter, or rather this part of it, was translated into 
Italian, and published by Mazzei in a Gtizette of Florence. 
In Paris, it was republished in the Moniieur in a French 
version of Mazzei's translation, with editorial remarks 
adapted to its sentiments, tending to show the faithless 
spirit of our government toward France, the strength of the 
Galilean party in the United States, and the justice as well 
as the policy of the hostile measures pursued by the Direct- 
ory toward us. From the MonUewr it was transferred to 
the English papers, after undergoing a retranslation, and 
In this last dress found its way to the IJnited States. Al- 
though it bore no signature, it was immediately imputed to 
Mr. JeJBTerson, a circumstance which occasioned his favoring 
Mr. Madison with the following eager explanation of it. 
(Vol III. p. 362.) 
8.S 
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Moniicello, Angast 3d, 17 9f. 
I scribbled yon a line on the 24th nit, it missed of the 
post, and so went by a private hand. I perceive from 
years by Mr. Bringhurst that you had not received it. In 
fact, it was only an earnest exhortation to come here with 
Monroe, which I still hope yon will do. In the meantime 
I enclose yon a letter from him, and wish yonr opinion on 
its principal subject. The variety of other topics the day 
I was with yon, kept out of sight the letter to Mazzei im- 
puted to me in the papers, the general substance of which 
is mine, though 'the diction has been considerably altered 
and varied in the course of its translations from English 
into Italian, from Italian into French, and from French into 
English. I first met with it at Bladensbnrg, and for a 
moment conceived I must take the field of the public papers. 
I could not disavow it wholly, because the greatest part 
was mine in substance, though not in form. I could not 
avow it as it stood, because the form was not mine, and in 
one place the substance very materially falsified. This, 
then, would render explanations necessary ; nay, it would 
render proofs of the whole necessary, and draw me at 
length into a publication of all (even the secret) transac- 
tions of the cabinet while I was of it ; and embroil me per- 
sonally with every member of the executive, with the 
judiciary, and with others still. I soon decided in my own 
mind to be entirely silent. I consulted with several friends 
at Philadelphia, who every one of them were clearly against 
my avowing or disavowing, and some of them conjured me 
most earnestly to let nothing provoke me to it I corrected, 
in conversation with them, a substantial misrepresentation 
of the copy published. The original has a sentiment like 
this, (for I have not it before me,) * they are endeavoring 
to submit us to the substance, as they already have to the 
forms of the British government,' meaning by forms the 
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birth-dajs, leyees, processions to Pmiiiameoty inmngnrmtioii 
pomposities, &c. Bat the eopj published sajs : ' as they 
have already sabmitted as to the yomt of the British,' ke, ; 
making me express hostili^ to the form of our goTemment» 
that is, to the Constitution itself. For this is really the 
difference of the word form, nsed in the singular or ploral, 
in that phrase of the English language. Now it would be 
impossible for me to explain this publicly without bringing 
on a personal difference between Qen. Washington and 
myself, which nothing before the publication of this letter 
has e?er done. It would embroU me, too, with all those 
with whom his character is still popular, that is, with nine- 
tenths of the people of the United States ; and what good 
would be obtained by avowing the letter with the necessary 
explanations ? Very little, indeed, in my opinion, to coun- 
terbalance a good deal of harm. From my silence in this 
instance, it cannot be inferred that I am afraid to own the 
general sentiments of the letter. If I am subject to either 
imputation, it is to that of a?owing such sentiments too 
frankly both in private and public, often when there is no 
necessity for it, merely because I disdain every thing like 
duplicity. Still, however, I am open to conviction. Think 
for me on the occasion, and advise me what to do, and con- 
fer with Col. Monroe on the subject Let me entreat you 
again to come with him ; there are other important things 
to consult upon." 

The explanation here advanced is evidently designed to 
impose on Mr. Madison, and therefore is naturally at va- 
riance with that subsequently furnished to Mr. Van Buren 
— ^the object of which was to delude him into the belief that 
Gen. Washington had never taken exception to the letter to 
Mazzei, and that assertions to that effect were the false 
effusions "of federal malice." 
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The design npon Mr. Madison was a doable one ; first, 
to reconcile him to the nnmanliness of preferring an evasiye 
silence, to an open avowal or fair explanation of the letter ; 
second, to conceal from him, if possible, the obvious appli- 
cation of its censare to himself. As this latter application 
had a tendency to wound the delicacy of his self-love, it is 
dexterously covered by the former part of his design, and 
by that stratagem is made to appear as if it were intended 
solely to answer their mutual purpose, of avoiding an open 
rupture with Gen. Washington. In furtherance of this 
scheme, Mr. Madison is assured that in consequence of 
mutilations which successive translations had produced in 
the text of the letter to Mazzei, Mr. Jefferson could not 
disavow it wholly with truth, nor avow it wholly without 
explanations; which explanations "would embroil him 
personally with every member of the executive, with the 
judiciary, and with others ;" that consequently he decided 
very soon in his own mind to remain perfectly silent ; and 
that certain nameless friends, whom he consulted in Phila- 
delphia, were clear and earnest for his persisting in this 
equivocal silence. Mentioning then, that he had corrected, 
in conversation with these frank and worthy persons, a sub- 
stantial error in the copy, he shuffles down with a sort of 
brazen confusion to the point of the slander which was 
pressing against Mr. Madison's reputation ; and keeping 
that confederate's eyes upturned all the while to the indig- 
nant countenance of Gen. Washington, slips out the follow- 
ing card of deception :— *' The original has a sentiment like 
this, (for I have it not before me,) ' they are endeavoring to 
submit us to the substance as they already have to the 
forms of the British government,' meaning by forms, the 
birth-days, levees, processions to Parliament, inauguration 
pomposities, &c. But the copy published says : ' as they 
have already submitted us to the /arm of the British,' &e,, 
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making me express hostility to the form of our government, 
that is, to the Oonstitation itself. For this is really the 
diflTerence of the word form^ in the singular or plural, in 
that plirase of the English language." 

As Mr. Jefiferson made this exposition, confessedly on 
the strength of his memory, and not from a collation of the 
copy with the original, I shall take the liberty of suggesting 
that he was mistaken in point of fact ; that the word used 
in the letter to Mazzei, was form. His handwriting was 
remarkably neat, plain, and correct, as is known to his 
numerous correspondents, and appears by the foe-simile at 
the end of his fourth volume ; and Mazzei, from their inti- 
macy and correspondence, was familiar with it. The 
probability is, that in a letter which this person thought, or 
was induced to consider, of sufficient importance to be 
published in the Florence Gazette, he would be careful to 
see that no error was committed in its translation or publi- 
cation ; and it having been accurately printed in Italian, a 
subsequent error of the kind insisted on, was almost 
impossible. For in the French language, as in the Italian, 
the difference between the singular and the plural in nouns 
is marked by a change in the termination of two words, that 
is the article and the noun ; as for example — in Italian la 
forma, singular, is le forme plural ; and in French, la 
forme singular is lea formes plural. Whereas in English, 
the change is confined to one word, and consists solely in 
the absence or presence of the s final. Thus, if Mr. JeJBTeF* 
son had written forms, the care of Mazzei would have 
ensured the appearance in the Florence Gazette, of the 
phrase le forme, which the structure of the French and 
Italian languages would have forced the Monitenr to rep- 
resent by Us formes; a noun that the English translator 
would of necessity have known to be plural, and would 
have so rendered. From these intrinsic evidences, it is 
33* 
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highly improhable, to say the least, that if Mr. JeJOTerdon 
wrote the word in the plaral, it should have been altered in 
the series of translations into the singular. 

But considering it in another point of view, if this tftera- 
tion did actually happen, as he affirms, ** in the course of its 
translations (1*001 English into Italian, from Italian into 
French, and from French into English," it only proves that 
the person who made the alteration, considered it, as every 
body else will probably do, immaterial, deeming the two 
phrases form of government, and forms of govemrnent, 
equivalent ; and that the use of the one or the other made 
no change whatever in the meaning. Thus a sort of di- 
lemma arises at the threshhold of his explanation, and 
seems to shake its boms at this assertion of Mr. Jefferson, 
making it either erroneous or idle. If the error of version 
be not unlikely, the equivalent construction put upon the 
phrases by the peccant translator, becomes highly probable ; 
and if this construction is considered unnatural, the error 
of translation is scarcely possible. 

But can it be seriously supposed by the most ignorant^ 
or by the most learned man, that Mazzei, or any one else in 
Europe or America, could understand by the phrase, forms 
of the British government, the King's birth-night balls, the 
Queen's levees, processions to Parliament or ceremonies of 
the coronation ? Does Montesquieu, in his analysis, or De 
Lolme, in his description of the English Constitution, allude 
even to these forms ? Was the mind of Pope, when he 
wrote the oft-repeated line, 

'* For fornu of government let fools oon testy" 

inspired by levees, birth-nights, and processions ? After the 
alleged transplantation of these ceremonies in America, did 
they become forms of our government, of a government 
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which exists solelj in onr written Constitntion. When Mr. 
Jefferson, on becoming President, announced to Mr. Macon 
the heads of the reformation he proposed to introdnce, and 
commenced the list with "Levees are done away," 
coald the yenerable senator from North Carolina have un- 
derstood that a certain form, of our government was to be 
abolished? Are the Washington birth-night balls, which 
still anniversarily recur in the towns and villages of the 
United States, forms of the Federal or State governments f 
Were the weekly levees of Mrs. Madison and Mrs. Monroe 
forms of political or petticoat government ? Or was the 
custom adopted by Gen. Washington of opening each ses- 
sion of Congress with a speech instead of a message, when 
he was attended by a volantary concourse of his fellow- 
citizens, a form of the British govemmerU, ** drawn over" 
the people of the United States ? 

The truth is, that as a message is nothing more nor less 
than a written speech, and as the kings of England open 
the sessions of Parliament by commission, more frequently 
than in person, Mr. Jefferson's cnstom was of a more regal 
form than Gen. Washington's, was less consistent with the 
frank and open carriage of a republican officer, less respect* 
ful to the legislative bodies, and consequently to the people 
and the States whom they represented. 

On the other hand, the forms of the British government 
have universally been understood to mean its division into 
legislative, executive, and judiciary departments ; the unity 
of its executive ; the duality of its legislature, and the inde- 
pendence of its judiciary. These forms were imitated with 
more or less exactness, as they appeared conducive tO'tho 
substance of freedom, in the Constitution of the United 
States, as may be seen by reference to the compact itself, 
aiid to the essays of Mr. Madison expounding it ; and were 
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nnqaestionably the subject of Mr. Jefferson's remark, 
whether he nsed the word in the singular or plural. 

Mr. Jefferson, in a letter to John Dickinson, (Yol. III. 
p. 481,) in reference to the objects of the Revolution, sajs^ 
•— '* Snrelj we had in view to obtain a theory and practice 
of good government ; and how any, who seemed so ardent 
in this pursuit, could shamelessly have apostatized, and 
supposed we meant only to put our goTemment into other 
bands, but not other forms, is indeed wonderful." Now 
here this word forms is used in the plural and in connec- 
tion with the word government / yet it cannot be forced by 
any construction into the meaning of "birth-days, levees or 
processions to Parliament," which Mr. Jefferson assures his 
friend Mr. Madison, it always bore '' in that phrase in the 
English language." 

Thus it appears that, if we examine into the effect of the 
various translations of this letter, we are led to believe that 
Mr. Jefferson used the word form in the singular, in oppo- 
sition to substance in the previous member of the sentence ; 
and that, if oat of courtesy, we admit his assertion to the 
contrary, we discover that the alteration of the text, which 
he insists on, woald make not the least possible difference 
in his meaning. The conclusion therefore is, even from 
these premises, that this eager explanation to Mr. Madison, 
was factitious and fraudulent, intended not so much to con- 
sult as to mislead his judgment, and to prevent his taking 
offense at finding himself classed with the members of the 
** A nglican, monarchical, and aristocratical party," which 
had " sprung up" in the United States. For the natural 
import of the language, whether the word form or forms 
be employed, is, that those persons who had drawn over us 
the forms of the British government, that is the framers of 
our Constitution, had combined into an Anglican, monarchi- 
cal, and aristocratical party, and were tryiug to draw over 
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ns also its substance, that is, its corraption, its execntire 
patronage, its privileged classes, its sinecnres and hereditary 
tennre of office. Now, as Mr. Madison's popalaritj and 
public reputation were founded on his exertions and influ- 
ence in devising the forms of our government, (not. birth- 
night balls, levees, &c.) and in recommending their adop- 
tion to the people, the inference, that he was implicated in 
the slander entrusted to Mazzei, is irresistible. 

Tou may ask if this explanation be so shallow and pre- 
posterous, how Mr. JeJBTerson could venture to olBTer, or 
succeed in imposing it on a person of Mr. Madison's 
scholastic and practical acquaintance with our language. 
The answer is that Mr. Madison had been accustomed to be 
deceived by him, and in this case would be willing to be 
imposed on. Mithridates took poison so often, that at last, 
the most deadly and active substances would produce no 
disturbance in his stomach ; and it is easy to comprehend 
how reluctant Mr. Madison would be on the occasion in 
question to doubt the personal friendship or to lose the 
political alliance of Mr. JeJOTerson. The latter had .there- 
fore in his favor the power of habit and the influence of 
self-love ; agents of force enough to bias the strongest un- 
derstanding. Besides, the offensive meaning of the sen- 
tence, was rendered less obvious than it might have been, 
by Mr. Jefferson's declining to enclose the genuine letter, 
though he was then at Monticello, that great mint of press 
copies, where, as you may remember, one was readily coined 
to appease the apprehended resentment of Col. Burr, and 
where, as we shall presently see, another was struck twenty- 
seven years subsequently, to bewilder the credulity of Mr. 
Van Buren. Instead of sending him a faithful copy of hii 
letter, he refers him to one from Mr. Monroe, and persuades 
him to a conference with that gentleman, who as he had 
borne no part in the formation of the Constitution and bat 
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an immaterial one in its adoption, (Yol. II. p. 367,) might 
be the more easily employed to decoy Mr. Madison into 
secarity as to himself, and into apprehension as to the effect 
which an avowal or explanation of the letter would hare on 
Mr. Jefferson, and through him on the interests of the 
whole party. 

To mislead Mr. Madison still fnrther, he avers that the 
sentence, by its alleged alteration, would make him "ex* 
press hostility to the form of our gorernment, that is to the 
Constitution itself " — whereas, if Mr. Madison had seen the 
letter itself, he would have perceived that it could produce 
no such effect — ^for certainly to say that the form of the 
Federal government resembles that of Great Britain — 
which was admitted on all hands to be the best in existence 
before ours was created, and to which it is related by such 
strong and numerous analogies, — cannot be interpreted into 
an expression of hostility to the Constitution of the United 
States, without going to the absurdity of imputing that 
sentiment to the fathers of our charter. This superfluous 
defense shows that it was the language he concealed from 
Mr. Madison, not that which he repeated to him, — his con- 
science and not his communication, — which on this occasion 
was his accuser. For his letter to Mazzei, as now published, 
does most certainly " express hostility to the Constitution 
itself," as well as to its framers. 

But this chicanery, contemptible as it is, is not the worst 
part of the letter to Mr. Madison. For after admitting the 
letter to Mazzei to be in substance his, Mr. Jefferson ex- 
presses his determination, neither to avow, nor disavow, nor 
explain it, for fear of its bringing on a personal difference 
between himself and Gen. Washington, and embroiling him 
with other distinguished men. He said to Mr. Madison as 
he had said to Mr. Monroe : " I have written a letter to 
Mazzei, of a character to wound the feelings of Gen. Wash- 



jetferson'b lctter to mazzsi. 396 

ingiOQ and several other gentiemen. Contrary to mj 
expectation, it is published in the American newspapers, 
fortunately without my signature, but in substance as I 
wrote it, though with the alteration of one word, which I 
think changes its meaning in one respect, but which neither 
increases nor lessens the personal offense it is likely to give. 
I cannot avow it wholly because of this alteration, nor disa- 
vow it altogether because of its substantial accuracy, nor 
explain its alterations without bringing on a personal 
difference with Gen. Washington, and embroiling me with 
these other eminent persons. I am therefore decided in my 
own mind, neither to avow, nor to disavow, nor to explain 
it ; and by this silence to avoid the personal responsibility 
to which it would subject me, as well as the serious harm 
it would occasion to my own popularity and our mutual 
political plans. I am anxious to get your advice on the 
subject, and I hope that, after consulting with Monroe, you 
will approve, like my honest friends in Philadelphia, this 
prudent and evasive silence." 

Here, if we trust the indications of Mr. Jefferson's cor- 
respondence, are three citizens, who were destined to rise in 
succession to the highest place in the popular affection and 
political power of a great republic — in a government, the 
essential principle of which is virtue, — consulting together 
on a point of conduct upon which no man of honesty can 
possibly doubt, and, as far as appears, finally adopting a 
proceeding which no man of honor can approve. Is it 
possible to believe that Gen. Washington ever could have 
shrunk into such ignominious evasion ? Or can the utmost 
stretch of the imagination conceive him consulting urgently 
and secretly with Gen. Hamilton and Gen. Lee, upon a 
step, of which the vast departure from manliness and honor, 
DO language can describe ? If there exists a being who can 
suppose so great an improbability, let him refer to the un- 
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disputed fact that arose oat of the resignation of Edmund 
Randolph as Secretary of State. That gentleman — "for 
the pnrpose as he alleged of yindicating his conduct, de- 
manded the sight of a confidential letter which had been 
addressed to him bj the President, and which was left in 
the office. His avowed design was to give this, as well as 
some others of the same description, to the public, in order 
to support the allegation, that in consequence of his attach- 
ment to France and liberty, he had fallen a victim to the 
intrigues of a British and aristocratic party.'' To this 
demand Washington replied — "I have directed that you 
have the inspection of my letter of the 22d of July, agreea- 
bly to your request, and you are at full liberty to publish, 
without reserve, any and every private and confidential 
letter I ever wrote you. Nay more, every word I ever 
uttered to or in your presence from whence you can derive 
any advantage in your vindication." 

No contrast can be stronger than the difference between 
these proceedings — that of Washington displaying a con- 
sciousness of rectitude, a sense of magnanimity, and an 
ardent love of truth. To the admirers of Mr. Jefferson I 
leave the glorious task of portraying the virtues which on 
the occasion he exhibited. Let them reconcile his silence 
with the sentiments of his letter abusing Gen. Lee, his eva- 
sion with honor, his secrecy with truth, either with the 
spirit of an independent man or the duty of a good citizen. 
Let them account for his conduct on any other hypothesis 
than that involving a consciousness of the injustice of his 
own aspersions ; a fear of the exposure their avowal would 
" draw over" him personally and politically, in substance as 
well as in form ; and an apprehension that besides this 
formidable array of enemies, it would be attended by the 
rupture of his alliance with Mr. Madison, and the conse- 
quent loss of this valuable auxiliary. For from the incom- 
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patibility between the tenor of his professions to Qen. 
Washington, and his commanications to Mr. Madison, it 
was morally impossible that an explanation, which would 
disarm Gen. Washington, should not offend Mr. Madison. 
While to a private one, therefore, he was averse, a public 
one he actually dreaded. 

There is one sentence which brings us to the zero of 
pusillanimity — to a point of prevarication, at which Mr. 
Jefferson's moral sense seems to have undergone congelation, 
and to have been attended by an instinctive assurance that 
a similar catastrophe had befallen his friends — a degree in 
the descending scale of dishonor at which shame and fear 
are actually t^ransrauted into vanity and impudence. After 
this elaborate equivocation and dissembling, he exclaims : 
" From my silence in this instance it cannot be inferred that 
I am afraid to own the general sentiments of the letter. If 
I am subject to either imputation, it is to that of avowing 
such sentiments too frankly, both in private and public, 
often when there is no necessity for it, merely because I 
disdain every thing like duplicity" ! I And to be convinced 
that his love of truth was as sincere as his " disdain of 
every thing like duplicity" you have only to remember 
that he assured Gen. Washington in his letter abusing Gen. 
Lee — which was written in the interval between the date 
of the letter to Mazzei and of this to Mr. Madison, " of his 
total abstraction from party politics" — that "political 
conversations he really disliked, and therefore avoided wh^i 
he could, without affectation — or unless they were urged by 
others." 

There yet remain to be considered in this explanation to 
Mr. Madison, two expressions, which will be found singu- 
larly significant. The first occurs in the following sentence 
— ''Now it would be impossible for me to explain this 
publicly, without bringing on a personal difference between 
34 
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€kn. WashiDgton and inyselfy which nothing before the 
publication of this leUer has ever done.^^ Does not the 
conclasioD of this sentence contain of itself a complete jus- 
tification of Gen. Lee, oat of Mr. Jefferson's own month ? 
What does it signify, but that although he was conscions 
of having, before this letter to Mazzei was published, given 
abundant cause to justify the personal resentment of Gen. 
Washington, it had as yet never been excited ? What is it 
but telling Mr. Madison, that notwithstanding the many 
injurious and disparaging remarks, the numerous misrepre* 
sentations and calumnies in which he had ventured to 
indulge, in his correspondence and conversations with him 
and other "political friends and connections," he had 
hitherto managed to avoid a personal difference with Gen. 
Washington ? If this be not the meaning of his words, they 
are destitute of meaning. 

In the succeeding remark : — " It would embroil me too 
with all those with whom his character is still popular, that 
is with nine-tenths of the people of the United States"^ 
the adverb stilly is as expressive as any single word can be. 
The ** tandem liber eqnus" of Virgil, so much celebrated 
by commentators,, yields to it in significancy. It unclasps 
a volume of our national history which has as yet been very 
little read — it developes the spirit of the volumnious cor- 
respondence I have been examining, and casts a detecting 
light on the most obscure and invidious calumnies in Mr. 
Jefferson's innumerable letters to Messrs. Madison and 
Monroe. It now confesses to the world what it was then 
intended to hint to these two chosen confederates, that in 
spite of all his efforts to destroy the popularity of Gen. 
Washington, there was but too good reasons to fear that a 
great majority of the people of the United States remained 
Hill devoted to him. 

The truth is, however, that these efforts were not alto- 
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gether ansuccessful. Gen. Washington did retire from 
ofiSce, and descended to his grave with a name which, 
'though ansnllied, was dimmed for a season by the slanders 
thus hatched by Mr. Jefferson, and thus confided to his 
compeers, and with a heart that was not agonized, only 
because the ethereal temper of virtue is impassive to the 
shafts of malice. This disinterested and devoted patriot 
was publicly threatened with impeachment, and reduced to 
the necessity of vindicating himself against an open charge 
of pecuniary corruption. And after laying down his office, 
he was condemned to learn that a leading member of Con- 
gress from his own State, had reproached him in debate 
with a want of wisdom and firmness, and rejoiced at his re- 
tirement as an event &f national advantage. 

In the chicanery, slander, and ingratitude disclosed by 
the examination of this part of Mr. Jefferson's career, was 
laid the foundation of that ascendancy which he gained in 
the United States, and transmitted to his successors, 
Messrs. Madison and Monroe, — an ascendancy that has 
been ascribed to patriotism, wisdom and justice, by a fiction 
as gross in its nature, and as pardonable in its prevalence, 
as that which induced the Romans to believe that they 
drew their lineage from the gods. 

The surviving partisans of Mr. Jefferson will not be 
proud of this political pedigree ; but as it is traced dis- 
tinctly through his own " Writings," has every link of its 
chain riveted by his own authority, it will require no little 
address to escape from its incumbrance. Mr. Madison, 
indeed, from the supereminence of his reputation and 
talents, and the strict account that history is likely to take 
of his conduct, may feel himself called on by the publica- 
tion of Mr. Jefferson's side of their correspondence to 
declare whether, or in what degree, he conspired in those 
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schemes which projected the shadow of a '* dim eclipse" 
between the glory of Washington and the admiration 
of his fellow-citizens ; and which, while the lustre of his 
name shone nnclonded in other lands, caused it, for a 
space, to shed but pale and struggling beams upon his 
native country. 



THE END. 
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Interspersed with Historical Sketches and Anecdotes', bj William 
PixNocK, author of the Histories of England, Greece, and Borne. 
Enlarged, revised, and embellished with several hundred En- 
gravings, including twenty-four finely-colored Plates, from desig^iia 
of Croome, Devereux, and other distinguished artists. It oon- 
tnins over 600 pages, bound in embossed morocco, gilt bauk. 
Price $2.75. 



LIST 4)F YALTTABtS AVB POFITLAB BOOBB 



[Tlie following two volumes by S. M. Smuckeb, Esq., Iiave had a 
large sale, and are considered the best Biographies of these great 
statesmen published. Each is illustrated with a fine and correct 
Steel Portrait. The Life of Hamilton has been reviewed by his 
son, now residing near New York, who speaks of it in the highest 
terms.] 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

By S. M. Smih^keb, A.M., author of '* Life and Reign of Nicholas L, 
Emperor Of Russia,'' &o., &o. Large 12mo. of 400 pages. Cloth 
With fine Steel Portrait. Price $1.25. 

€\t fife anl^ Cimts of JltianJ^tr faimlton 

By S. M. Smuckeb, A.M., author of ''Life and Reign of Nicholas I., 
Emporor of Russia," &c., &c. Large 12mo., with Portrait. Over 
400 pages. Prioe $1.25. 



PAGANISM, POPEBY, AXD CORISTIANITY 

Oe, the BLESSINGS OF AN OPEN BIBLE ; as shown in the His- 
tory of Christianity, from the Time of our Saviour to the Present 
Day. By Vincbnt W. Milneb. With a View of the latest Develop- 
ments of Rome's Hostility to the Bible,, as exhibited in the Sand- 
wich Islands, in Tuscany, in Ireland, France, &c., and an expose 
of the absurdities of the Immaculate Conception, and the Idola- 
trous Veneration of the Virgin Mary. By Rev. Joseph F. Bebo, 
D.D., author of "The Jesuits,** "Church and State,** &o., &o. 
12mo., 430 pp. Illustrated with numerous Engravings. Bound 
in muslin, gilt back. $1.00 



THE WORLD IN A POCKET BOOK. 

By WiLUAM H. Cbump. New Revised Edition, brought down to 
1858. Price $1.25. 

This work is a Compendium of Useful Knowledge and General 
Reference, dedicated to the Manufacturers, Farmers, Merchants, 
and Mechanics of the United States — to all, in short, with whom 
time is money — and whose business avocations render the acquisi- 
tion of extensive and diversified information desirable, by the short- 
est possible road. The volume, it is hoped, will be found worthy 
of a place in every household — in every family. It may indeed be 
termed a library in itself. 



UBT 07 YALVABLl AHB POFULAX BOOH. 



[The two following to! nines are just published uniform with Brad- 
lev's Edition of " Livixostosb'b Tbavbls in Southbrn Africa." 
Atkin«)n'8 Siberia is an exact reprint of the English Edition, costing 
Sti.OO, and is a work of most intense interest. Barth's Travels 
IN NoKTUihiix AND CBNTRAh AFRICA, should be read by every one 
who h^is Livinostonb's Travels — by many it is considered still 
more interesting. The three books, Livingstone's, Barth'^, and 
Atkinson's, are all bound in uniform style, and gljiould be in 
every library in the country.] 

SIX YEARS 

Northern and Central AMca. 

TRAVELS AND DISCOVERIES IN 
NORTH & CENTRAL AFRICA, 

Being a JOURNAL OF AN EXPEDITION undertaken under the 
auspices of H. B. M.'s Government, in the years 1849-1855. By 
Hbnrt Barth, Ph.D., D.C.L., Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
and Asiatic Societies, &c.y &o. Price $1.25. 





IN THE 



Wilds of Siberia. 

ORIERTU m WESTERN SIBERII. 

A Narrative of SEVEN YEARS' EXPLORATIONS AN ) ADVEN 
TURES IN ORIENTAL AND WESTERN SIBERIA, klONGOLIA, 
THE KIRGHIS STEPPES, CHINESE TARTARY, and Part ot 
CENTRAL ASIA. By Thomas Willam Atkinson. With numeroiu 
Illustrations. Price |1.25« 



UST (BP TALVUU AIB KHVUX BOOKB. 



TRAVELS & SESEABGHES 



OF 



IFif&s of Soutfj Hfrictt. 



This is a work of thrilling adventures and hair-breadth 
escapes among savage beasts and more savage men. Dr. 
Ijivingstone was alone, and unaided by any white man, 
traveling with African attendants, among diflFerent tribes 
and nations, all strange to him, and many of them hostile, 
and altogether forming the most astonishing book of 
travels the world has ever seen. All acknowledge it ia 
the most readable book published. Price $1.25. 



NOTICBS OF THB PRBSS. 

It abounds In descriptions of strange and wonderftal scenes, among a people and In a 
eonntry eatirelj new to the eiyilized world ; and altogether we regard it as one of the 
most interesting books issaed within the past jnx.—^kMy Demoerat^ PatUraon^ Iftw 
Jersey. 

The snbjeets treated of are new and strange, and take a deep hold upon popular (ImI* 
Ing. The book is haying a great mn, and will be read bj every reading man, woman, 
and child, in this as well as other lands. — A^Uabttla (Ohio) Telegraph. 

Those of oar readers who wonld have a delightful book for reading at any hoar, wlU 
■ot be disappointed in this work. — United SicUes Journal. 

This interesting work shonld be in the hands of everv one. Its interesting pages of 
adventares are fall of instradtiou and amusement. — Atuntm American. 

With trnth we can say, that seldom Ir presented to the reading pnblic a work con- 
taining such a Tast amount of solid instraction as the one in qnei^on.— Jbmtfy Magnh 
Bine. 

It Is a rich and valoable book for the general reader ; and the admirable style in which 
the pabllsher has issued it, will commend it to the IkTor of thousands. — ChritUan 
Obeerver. 

This is a yalnable work for the general reader, gotten up in beantifiil style. A special 
interoMt is giyen to this yolnme by the addition of valuable ** Historical Notices ol Dis- 
soveries in Africa.*' Altogether, it would be difflenlt to name any work which would 
more completely meet the popular taste of oar day. Those of our friends who have 
perutted "our" copy, speak very highly of it. — Fori.Edtoard Jntt. Monthly. 

The present volume is a beautiful 12mo., of 446 pages, numerously illustrated, and 
eontaios all of the origioal, except some of the more dry, scientific details. It is em* 
phatieally an edition (or the people ; and, judging from the rapid sale with whloL It If 
Biaeclug, it is fully appreciated by them.— CfcrMicm IWsmois, BotUm, 



inr OP TALVABLt An lOPVLix Boon. 



THE LH^ AND BEiaN 

OS- 

NICHOLAS I. 



WITH DESCRIPTIONS OF 

RUSSIAN SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT, 

AJ^D A FULL AND COMFLETS 

History of the War in the East. 

ALSO, 

Sketches of SCHAJHYLj the €Hrea89ian^ and other 

M^istingruished Characters. 

BY SAMTJEL M. SMTJCKER, A.M. 

AUTHOR or *' THB OODET AJfH KBIOK OF OATHARm THB SBOOXD, BMPRIW OF RDSBIA.* 

Beautifully Illustrated. Over 400 pages, large I2mo. Price $1.00. 



GREAT EVENTS IN MODERN HISTORY. 

BY JOHN FROST. 

Comprising the most remarkable Discoveries, Conquests, Revolu- 
tions, Great Battles, and other Thrilling Incidents, chiefly in Eu- 
rope and America, from the commencement of the Sixteenth 
Century to the Present Time. Embellished with over 500 En- 
gravings, by Croome, and other eminent artists. It contains over 
800 royal octavo pages, and also a large Map of the World, 20 by 
25, with side Maps of California, Oregon, Hungary, Austrian Do- 
minions, &c. Bound in embossed morocco, morocco gilt back. 
Price $3.00. 



" FASHIONABLE DISSIPATION." 

BY METTA V. FULLER. 
12mo., with Frontispiece, bound in cloth, Price $1.00- 



UST OP YALTTABLB AHB POPVLAB BOOKI. 

^ ■ 

THE MASTER-SPIRIT OF THE AGE. 



THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HISTORY 



OF 



NAPOLEON THE THIRD, 



WITH 



Biographical Notices of his most Distinguished 
Ministers, Generals and Favorites. 

BY SAMUEL M. SMUCKER, A.M. 

Author of "Court and ReUn of Catharine II.,'* "Nicholas I., Emperor of Rnasla,** 

*' Life of Alexander Hamilton," etc., etc * 



This interesting and valuable work is embellished with splendid 
Steel Plates, done hy Mr. Sartain in his best style, including 

THE EMPEEOE, THE EMPEESS, ftUEEN HOETENSE, 
AND THE COUNTESS CASTIGLIONE. 

The work contains over 400 pages of closelj-printed matter, and 
has been prepared with much care from authentic sources, and fur- 
nishes a large amount of information in reference to the Emperof 
of the French, 

HIS COURT, AND FRANCE UNDER THE SECOND EMPIRE, 

which is entirely new to American readers. This work is the only one, 
either in English or French, which boldly and accurately describes 

THBS RES AX CHARACTER, THB PRIVATES MORAXS, THB 
PUBLIC POIilCT, OF NAPOLBON THB THIRD. 

Copies sent by mail on receipt of the price, $1.25. 



NOTICXS8 OF THB FBXS88. 

This is a very yaloahle contrihntion to the literature of the present time. An extT4> 
ordinary amount of information is given in the present volume. Like all the other 
wurkd of the graceful and fluent author, it must command a very large popularity.— 
PhUadesl/phia Mercury. 

It is the most complete biography of the French Emperor yet published, and brings 
•vents down to the present i\mB.-^baUifMre ReptMiean. 

This book is well written, printed on good paper, is neatly bound, good sixe, and sold 
cheap. — Valley Spirit, ChamberabHrg* 

This work does full and ample JuKtiee to the subject. It is a production of superior 
ability. Mr. Smacker is an ac^nrnplinhed writer. He is learned and accurate In hit 
rasearehes, and his style is polished and Kcholarlike, so that he produces works of iter* 
Ung value and permanent \nter«ii.^Philaddphia JHapaiek, 



Ilfl OP TALVABLI AVB lOPVLiX BOOKI. 



<<T0 THE FUEE ALL THUrGS AEE PURE.'* 




AND HER DISEASES, 



FBOH THB 



CRADLE TO THE CRAVE i 

ADAPTED 

EXCLUSIVELY TO HER INSTRUCTION 

PHTSIOLOGT OF HER STSTEM, 

▲VD ALL THB 

DISEASES OF HER CRITICAL PERIODS. 



BY EDWARD H. DIXON, M.D. 

Idltor of " The S««lp«l," OoiuaUing and Operating Sargeon, author of* Trcattoe <m tk« ** 
of the K«rly Decay of American Women," Ac, Ao., and formerlj PhjaioUui 
to iho Now York Deaf aa4 Dumb Aajlftm. 



Price, 



$1.00. 



NOTICXSS OF THB PRBSS. 

"WoMAir Ain> HBR DiSBASES, from the Cradle to the Grave, adapted exclnslrelT to 
her Instmction In the Physiolofiry of her 8y»tein," etc. By Edwurd H. Dixon, M.D. 
This work, though pertaiaing to sabjects, the dincassion of which has hitlierto beea 
almost exdasively confloed to the medical profeMsion, contains not a line nor a word 
calculated to awaken impare emotiun, bat much to Ktrengtbeu pnrposes of yirtae, and 
at the i>ame time to remove the ignorance which lies at the foundation of the prevailiaf 
Uceutioasness. It has received the liigbe><t comnieud»tion (h>m men whone opiaioiu 
have great weight with the friends of morality and religion. — Ifew York Tribune, 

The chapter on the consequences and treatment of self-abuse, is one c' the most earor 
•at appeals we have ever read, and we believe will save thousands from an nntimelj 

Eave. That on abortion, entitles Dr. Dixon to the thanks of every humane persoo ia 
e community. — Merchants' Ledger ^ N. Y, 

The thanks of the public are due to Dr. Dixon, both for the matter and the manD«r 
of it. Every mother should read it, and then present its contents to her children.— 
AngUhAnurican. 

Dr. Dixon has lent a deep interest to his work, and is doing good aerrioe by its pabU- 
cation. — Bofiton Medical and Surgical Journal. 

We are sure we are doing a public benefit, by commending to universal notice this 
work, imparting as It does a vast deal of information of vital importance to every one. 
ifedical and other journals of the highest repute in this country, have spoken of it 
in the most exalted termx, and earnestly recommend its introduction into every familj. 
'-New Bedfwd Evening BulUtin. 

This work Is written by Dr. Dixon, a woU-known surgeon, and ft pnpil of Dr. Mot^ 
WUh admirable leal and all possible delicacy. — Ktwark Daily, 



Um OF VAXTTABLI AHD FOFITLAB BOOKS. 



T. S. ARTHUR'S W OB. K 8-- Continued. 



mmn GR.4L\S FROM LIFE'S HABVEST-FIELD. 

Boand in gilt back and sides, sheep, with a beautiful Mezzotint En- 
graving. 12mo. Price $1.00. 

NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 

It is not too mnch to nay, that the Golden^ Grains here presented to the reader, an 
•nch as will be prudncti ve of a far greater amonut of hnman happinesR than those tn 
■earch of which so many are willing to risk domestic peace, health, and eren life Itself 
in a distant and inhospitable region 

'these narratives, like all of those which proceed from the same able pen, are re- 
markable not only fur ttielr entertaining and lively pictures of actual life, but for their 
admirable moral tendency. 

It is printed in excellent style, and embellished with a mezzotint engraying. W« 
cordially recommend it to the uvor of onr readers.— fikxiey'tf Lddy^t Magazine. 



''%xi\us Pome Jiharij." 

[The following four volumes contain nearly 500 pages, Illustrated 
with fine Mezzotint Engravings. Bound in the best manner, and 
sold separately or in sets. They have been introduced into the 
District, Sabbath-school, and other Libraries, and are considered 
one of the best series of the author.] 

THREE ERAS IN A WOMAN'S LIFE. 

Containing MAIDBSN, IVIFB, and MOTHBSR. 

Cloth, 12mo., with Mezzotint Engraving, Price $1.00. 

'*Thi^ by many, is considered Mr. Arthur *> best work.*' 

TALES OF MARRIED LIFE. 

Containing LOVERS and HUSBANDS, SIVESBTHBARTS amd 
WIVES, and MARRIED and SINGIiE. 

Cloth, 12mo., with Mezzotint Engraving, Price |1. 00. 

" Id this volume may be found some valuable hints for wives and husbands, as weQ 
M the young." 

TALES OF DOMESTIC I^IFE. 

Containing MADELINE, THE HEIRESS, THE MARTYR 

IVIFE, and RUINED GAMESTER. 

Cloth, 12mo., with Mezzotint Engraving, Price |1.00« 

*Ck)ntain8 several sketches of thrilling interest." 

TALES OF REAL LIFE. 

ontalnlug BKLL MARTIN, PRIDE and PRINCIPLE, MART 
EL.L.IS, FAMII^Y PRI^El and ALICE MELVILLE. 

Cloth, 12uio., with Mezzotint Engraving Pried |1.00« 

"This volume «ivea the exj>erleuce» of rosl life by mnvy wbo fnvt*'} not thMr Won]."' 



U8T OP VALTTABLB AHO POFTTLAS BOOH. 



LIFE AND EXPLORATIONS 






OF 



i. 



1% «!i5% ^r^% 

AND OTHER 

DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN EXPLORERS. 

INCLUDING 

LEDYABD, WILKES, PESBT, etc., etc 

OONTAININQ 

VARRATI7E8 OF THEIR RESEARCHES AND ADVENTURES IH 
REMOTE AND INTERESTING PORTIONS OF THE GLOBE. 

BY SAMUEL M. SMUCKER, A.M. 

Author of " Conrt and Reign of Catharine II.,** " Emperor Nicholas I.," " Life of Alex- 
ander Hamilton," "Arctic Explorations and Diacoveries," "Memoir of Thomaa 
Jefferson," "Memorable Scenes in French History," etc, etc. 

With a fine MezzotintPortrait of Dr.lEtane, in his Arctic Costnmeii 
Price, $1.00 

This work brings within the reach of all the admirers 
of our great explorers (of whom Dr. Kane, although 
last, is not least), the most important matter contained in 
books costing ten times the amount. 

NOTICES OF THE PllESS. 

From the many favorable notices of ** Smacker's Life of Dr. 
Kane and other American Explorers," we take the following : 

The author has here given us a valuable addition to American Biographical literatarek 
*^OtHley^8 Lady^s Book 

A ter^e, uneful and iDtorenting work. It is a delightful volume. — 271 8. JoumaL 

It will become a houRehold vtilume, — Chirago Tribune. 

ThA portrait of Dr. Kane coDtained iu tltis volume is a splendid steel engraving, and 
may be relied upon as a correct likeness, as we ourselves have frequently seen tht 
oriifiuHl, and And the re.serablauce moKi Mtrikiog. — Am. F^ee Press, Ea^fton, Pa. 

Worthy of a place on any centre-table, or on the shelves of any library. — TrenUm 
Otuette. 

Fur family librarie«, this book is junt the thing.— iirfAwr'* Magazine. 

't U a book which should be iu every school library, accessible to evory 
Albant/ Journal and Courier. 



LIST OF TALtTABLE AND POFtJLAH BOOKS. 



FESILS AND FLEASUBES 

OP 

With fine colored Plates. Large 12mo. Price $1.00 



Prom the Table of Contents we select the following at 
samples of the Style and Interest of the Work. 

Baiting for an Alligator — Morning among the Rocky Mountains— 
Encounter with Shoshonees — A Grizzly Bear — Fight and terrible 
Result — Fire on the Mountains — Narrow Escape — The Beaver Re- 
gion — Trapping Beaver — A Journey and Hunt through New 
Mexico — Start for South America — Hunting in the Forests of 
Brazil — Hunting on the Pampas — A Hunting Expedition into the 
interior of Africa — Chase of the Rhinoceros — Chase of an Elephant 
— The Roar of the Lion — Herds of Wild Elephants — Lions attaoked 
by Bechuanas — Arrival in the Region of the Tiger and the Ele 
phant — Our First Elephant Hunt in India — A Boa Constrictor — A 
Tiger — A Lion — Terrible Conflict — Elephant Catching — Hunting 
the Tiger with Elephants — Crossing the Pyrenees — Encounter 
with A Bear — A Pigeon Hunt on the Ohio — A Wild-Hog Hunt in 
^ Texas — Hunting the Black-tailed Deer. 



HDiWIKG SCENES IN THG WILDS OF IFRICi. 

COXPBIBINO 

The Thrilling Adventures of Gumming, HarriSi 

and other daring Hunters of Iiions, Elephants, 

Giraffes, Buffaloes, and other Animals. 

P *— $1.0P 



LI8T OF VALTTABLI AHD FOFULAB BOOKS. 



INDIA 



AND THE 





COMPRISING A COMPLETE 

HISTORY OF HINDOOSTAN, 

From the Earliest Times to the Present Day^ 

WITH FULL PARTICULABR OF THB 

RECENT MUTINY IN INDIA. 

ELUSTRATED WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGa 

BT 

fET FBEDERICE MALCOIH. 



:i:h 



■^^^ 



This work has been gotten up with great care, and 
may be relied on as 

COMPLETE AND ACCURATE; 

making one of the most THRILLINGLY INTEEEST- 
ING books published. It contains illustrations of 

^11 tl)e great Battles aiib 0iege0, 

making a large 12mo, volume of about 450 pages, and 
is sold at the low price of $1.25. 



NOTICES OP THE PBESS. 

The tragical events of the war will not only be read with thrilling interest, bnt thm 
history of India will he studied by all cla8«<ps. The work before ur Ik well calculated 
to impart the knowledge of India and the Rebellion, which is songht by those who8« 
curiosity has been excited, as it gives, in one volume, a popular history of the couairj 
at dilfi'rent epochs. — Rural Neio Yorker. 

This work appears to be one to meet the demaad for information respecting Indian-* 
U* 8. JoumaL 



